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Writing = The Greatest Challenge

Dyslexia and Writing
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Why Writing? 
• Irregular shapes and sizes to letters
• Mirror letter confusion
• Spelling difficulties
• Phonemic confusion
• Grammar and punctuation
• Disorganization, Impaired Cohesion

• Impaired letter writing automaticity
• Weak visual snapshot memory for letters
• Phonemic confusion
• Working memory overload
• Impaired procedural memory (affects 

grammar learning)
• Creativity- Disorganization balance
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Our Son Irregular shapes and sizes to letters – impaired letter writing automaticity
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Our Son Effects of Impaired Writing Automaticity

• Writing by hand essentially impossible
• Very frustrated, tearing up own work
• Affects all subjects including math
• Processing speed at the 0.2%tile
• Our main reason for homeschooling
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• Occupational therapy – strengthening and more fine motor 
work which he tended to avoid

• Keyboarding begins - first grade
• Handwriting without Tears, Automaticity Practice
• Long period of learning without extensive writing or homework
• Patience. 
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Our Son • BFA, Graduated Summa Cum 
Laude from Rocky Mountain 
College of Art + Design

• Prefers to typ vs. writing by 
hand

• Children’s Book Illustrator and 
Painter
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Strategies to Help:
AUTOMATICITY

• Increase sensory feedback – sandpaper letters, 
writing in sand, writing “large” (blackboard, 
sidewalk chalk), weighted pens or gloves

• Strengthen upper body or hand muscles if weak
• Write with an alphabet strip in place
• Verbal monitoring 
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Strategies to Help:
SPELLING – Weak Word 
Memory & Phonological 
Awareness

• Structured Literacy Reading Remediation will Help with Spelling
• Students can Type with Spell Check or Word Prediction Software 

like Don Johnston’s Write Outloud or Co:Writer
• The Google Chrome browser has Word Q as a $14.99 extension 

(free to try); in addition to having word prediction, it gives an 
example of the target word in a sentence. Other extensions are 
Co:Writer Universal and Ginger. 

• For gaps and students who can work independently with a spelling 
program, we like Phonetic Zoo

• Doodling, verbal mnemonics, and air writing
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Strategies to Help:
SPELLING – Weak Word 
Memory & Phonological 
Awareness

Example of Air Writing in a Slingerland Classroom
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Strategies to Help:
Working Memory

Working Memory is a short-term memory that keeps information when 
you working on a complex task. With all the subskills necessary to write 
(like writing letters, translating information into words, remembering 
spelling and grammar etc.), working memory is frequently overloaded.

Work on writing by doing separate smaller tasks. 

So practice handwriting alone, talk over ideas, do spelling alone, 
grammar alone….

Later put pieces together, but only after the smaller tasks are on their 
way to being mastered.

Break down tasks into little pieces 
like sushi. Chop, chop, chop.
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Strategies to Help:
Writing

Brainstorming: Talk about a writing prompt

Subskill work: Practice handwriting, phonological awareness, spelling, grammar 
(Singapore Sentences to Paragraphs, Grammar)

Paraphrase Text: Choose your own text, Aesop’s Fables, etc., Newsela, Writing Trails 
series (Laurie Barrie), Charlotte Mason practice of “narrating back”

Rearrange Text: Writing Skills (Diane Hanbury King), Step Up to Writing

Write to a Model: Any simple text, Step Up to Writing, Institute for Excellence in Writing,
Scholars Online Molding Your Prose and Molding Your Argument 
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Strategies to Help:
Writing

You won’t have tp fight about writing if ou break down the steps enough. 

These examples are from Singapore Sentences to Paragraphs or Grammar.

Too often we ask students to write essays before we’ve taught them to write.

Put words in 
the correct 
order

Choose between adjectival and 
adverbial phrase and put in an 
arrow to show what it’s 
modifying

Look at pictures and 
fill in the because 
phrase

Rewrite sentences 
using pronouns. 
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Strategies to Help:
Writing

http://www.writing-
edu.com/writing/PD
F%20samples/Logos/
WTS_Sample.pdf

From Men of Science 
by Laurie Barrie

http://www.writing-edu.com/writing/PDF%2520samples/Logos/WTS_Sample.pdf
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Strategies to Help:
Writing

Step Up to Writing from 
Voyager Sopris

Helpful presentation 
about this approach 
online: 

https://www.voorhees.k
12.nj.us/cms/lib/NJ0100
0237/Centricity/Domain
/141/Step_Up_to_Writi
ng_Presentation%20Fin
al%202.pdf
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Strategies to Help:
Writing

Scholars Online Molding Your Prose – Example

Pick a well-known story or fable. 

• Tell it in 150 words.
• Tell it in 50 words
• Tell it backwards.
• Tell it like a newspaper story.
• Tell it with strong emotion.
• Tell it like a courtroom drama.

SON OF FAMOUS CRAFTSMAN DROWNS IN FREAK ACCIDENT
By Androcles
In a daring escape attempt, Icarus, son of renowned craftsman Daedalus, has died after plunging 
nearly 250 feet into the Aegean Sea. The 16-year-old boy tried to fly with a pair of makeshift wings 
made of wax and feathers, but the wax was melted by the heat of the Sun, and Icarus fell into the 
sea.

Erasmus, a fisherman at the time of the incident, says, "I was sitting there, fishing, and then I heard a 
bloodcurdling shriek. I looked up, and saw what looked like an enormous hawk, feathers flying in 
every direction. It fell towards me and I saw it was a human being."
According to Daedalus, he and the boy were imprisoned in a tower by King Minos of Crete. Court 
watchers disagree on whether King Minos imprisoned the two because of Daedalus's role in creating 
the Labyrinth or for some other motive. Daedalus refused to elaborate. Daedalus and his son escaped 
by making wings from wax and bird feathers found in the tower. He warned Icarus not to fly too close 
to the Sun. Shortly after the two took off, Icarusflew up towards the Sun, despite his father's repeated 
warnings. As he flew higher, his flight patterns became erratic, and feathers started falling off. Within 
minutes, Icarus plunged into the sea and drowned.

Demetrius, Icarus's tutor, says, "Icarus was bold, he was daring, he took risks. He was the first man to 
fly near the Sun. He was a remarkable lad. All of Greece should be proud of him.”

Services will be held at the Temple of Apollo at 2:30 PM next Monday.
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Strategies to Help:
Writing

Scholars Online Molding Your Argument – Example

• Pick a topic you would like to 
argue (don’t pick something 
that you feel so strongly 
about, you wouldn’t want to 
consider both sides).

• Make Pro and Con 
statements.

• State Objections to the 
statements.

• Answer Objections.


