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THE IMAGINATION AND DETERMINATION
¥4 OF SCIENCE FICTION AUTHOR OCTAVIA BUTLER
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SCIENCE FICTION AUTHOR
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Octavia Butler was a groundbreaking and influential science fiction writer in the
20th and early 21st century. She had many award-winning novels and stories,
and won a MacArthur Genius grant, Hugo and Nebula awards, and was inducted
into the Science Fiction Hall of Fame.

She was also dyslexic.

As a child, she was daydreaming constantly and not able to finish work. Reading
was effortful and she struggled with grammar and spelling. She had what she
referred to later as an almost paralyzing shyness. But what Octavia seemed to
excel at were "what if's" and seeing a science fiction movie fired up her
imagination in the future as well as alternative worlds. The books in Octavia's
classrooms held little interest for her, but she discovered her public library had
them and she begged her mother for a library card. She would later say that
reading was important for writing - and fortunately by not giving up, she was able
to discover and play around with ideas in her mind that were years beyond her
age.

"You don't start out writing good stuff. You start out writing (rubbish)
and thinking it's good stuff, and then gradually you get better at it.

That's why | say one of the most valuable traits is persistence."

- Octavia Butler
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At MIT, Octavia made the following remarks about how she came to write science
fiction:

"It's impossible to begin to talk about myself and the media without
going back to how | wound up writing science fiction and that is by
watching a terrible movie. (Laughter) The movie was called, "Devil
Girl from Mars," and | saw it when | was about |2 years old, and it
changed my life. (Laughter) It was one of those old 1950s movies in
which the beautiful Martian woman arrives on earth to announce that
all the Martian men have died off and there are a bunch of
man-hungry women up there. And the earth-men don't want to go. As
| was watching this film, | had a series of revelations. The first was
that "Geez, | can write a better story than that." And then | thought,
"Gee, anybody can write a better story than that."
(Laughter/Applause) And my third thought was the clincher:
"Somebody got paid for writing that awful story." (Applause) So | was
off and writing, and a year later | was busy submitting terrible pieces
of fiction to innocent magazines."

In her elementary school years, she would write in a pink notebook, but by the
time she was in junior high, she gathered up the courage to ask her science
teacher to submit one of her stories to a science fiction magazine.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Octavia_E._Butler#/media/File%3AButler_signing.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Octavia_E._Butler#/media/File%3AButler_signing.jpg
https://www.blackhistory.mit.edu/archive/transcript-devil-girl-mars-why-i-write-science-fiction-octavia-butler-1998
https://www.blackhistory.mit.edu/archive/transcript-devil-girl-mars-why-i-write-science-fiction-octavia-butler-1998

6

SCIENCE FICTION AUTHOR

After graduating high school, Octavia took a series of "lots of horrible jobs" while
she would complete a community college degree at night and write science
fiction. Some of these horrible jobs included washing dishes, inspecting potato
chips, and working the phones as a telemarketer. She woke up every day at 2 am
so that she could write before she went to work. She wasn't able to give up those
jobs and live off of her writing until she was 30 and she received her first book
advance (read more here).

Besides not giving up, Octavia was also constantly writing self-affirmations and
goals.
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One of her goals, to make it on the New York
Times Bestseller's list, was finally reached
in 2020, 14 years after her death.

From the MIT lecture, some other excerpts
which reveal the tough grind of being
rejected and her interesting thoughts that
resulted in her stories:

"l wrote and wrote and sent things out and
collected rejection slips until | realized that
collecting rejection slips was masochistic.
And | took the drawer and threw them all
out. And then when | was 23 and attending
Clarion Science Fiction Writers Workshop, | wrote a story called, "Child Finder." In
"Child Finder," | had a lot of telepaths fighting like crazy with one another. If you
wonder where this story is and why you haven't seen it, this is a kind of lesson in
writing that | got early. This story was never published. It was paid for but the
anthology was never published.

Anyway, this was about a bunch of telepaths who were fighting because they
knew one another far too well. They were fighting because they understood each
other. You know, we always feel that if we could just understand each other, we'd
be fine. But the problem here was they couldn't conceal their disagreements and
animosities and contempt, and they were killing each other.

Years later | wrote a story called, "Speech Sounds," in which everyone on earth
was suddenly afflicted by something like a small, very specific stroke. Everyone
acquired some kind of communications deficit: They couldn't read or write or
whatever. And they had to deal with it, and a lot of them died, of course. A lot of
them were no longer able to function. A lot of them no longer wanted to function.
And | look at these two stories as the borders of where humanity is."

"Every story | create, creates me. | write to create myself." - Octavia Butler



8

END OF YEAR REVIEW and OBBBA

READY SET REVIEW: PLANNING
FOR THE UPCOMING YEAR & OBBBA

With the school year having come to a close, now is a good time to take stock of
what worked or what didn't for the past school year.

THE QUESTIONS
* Did your child feel supported or frustrated at school?

* Did your student show progress in reading, writing, math, or
another subject at school?

* Were accommodations like audiobooks or extra time on tests
consistently provided?

* Was there a significant gap between what was promised in an
IEP or 504 and what your child received?

See if you can get any input from others, like last year's teacher or a tutor or other
specialist.

THE CHALLENGES

There can be many reasons why some IEP plans fail. Many students may not have
had comprehensive testing, so the sources of challenges and strength areas may
be unknown. Educational goals may lack specificity, and plans may be
inconsistently applied across many school subjects and teachers. It's also
possible that some classes will have many students on IEP-s, making it essentially
impossible to keep all the specific needs of all students in mind when assigning
activities or considering subject-level accommodations.

Communication may also break down between team members - especially at the
higher grades when students have multiple teachers.



LOOKING AHEAD

The upcoming school year may be unpredictable for some districts because of
budget losses and changes due to the newly pass OBBBA or One Big Beautiful Bill
Act.

* Review your student's plan now and don't wait until the fall.

* Check in with your Decoding Dyslexia group to see how funding shifts may
affect IEP services or dyslexia-specific programs.

* Look for a copy of your state's Dyslexia Handbook if your state has one - and
learn about your state's resources for students with dyslexia. Usually you can find
more information and programs and accommodations.

* If your students struggled last year and failed to meet progress, gather up
resources, review your student's intervention logs, progress reports, and emails
as well as notes from meetings, and consider requesting an IEP meeting now,
before the school year begins.

Sample script for a request:
"Given the many changes in the district this year, | wanted to connect early to
ensure (student name) continues to receive the support required in their IEP.

Could we schedule a brief meeting or call before school starts?"

Read more about potential changes in the upcoming school year in the next
article.


https://www.decodingdyslexia.net/
https://www.decodingdyslexia.net/

We are sorry, unexpected
error occurred

2025-07-14 21:26:55 UTC. Transaction ID : d5abelfe2cc 5509c
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—Winston In College

Academic Support Anywhere
Transitioning to College? Struggling in College? We can help.

Winston in College offers virtual learning support services for adult
students with learning disabilities such as dyslexia, executive functioning
difficulties (ADHD), and nonverbal learning disorders (NVLD) who are
transitioning to or are currently enrolled in a college program.

NENRO, Learn More
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or contact admissions today!

Part of Winston Online and the Winston Preparatory School Network


http://bit.ly/3NHMT4l
http://bit.ly/3NHMT4l
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OBBBA

HOW WILL OBBBA AFFECT MY SCHOOL?

You may be able to find out the big picture of your school district by searching
online for "OBBBA impact and (state or school district)". When | searched our
home district, | could not find specific information, but a search for our state said
that Washington state is facing a projected $10-12 billion shortfall over the next
4 years. It also added that Washington has underfunded special education,
forcing districts to use local levy dollars to close the gap. Brave search added,
"The cumulative effect of these cuts could include larger class sizes, reduced
access to specialized services, and fewer resources of special education teachers."

If you can't seem to find specific information about your school district, try
reaching out to your school principal or special education director. You could ask,
"Do you think there will be cuts or changes to special education or literacy
programs?"

But the OBBBA provisions also support some non-public school support that
including specialized curricula and tutoring, but the soonest it would take effect
would be January 1, 2027, so not this upcoming school year, but half of the next.

SO WHAT CAN YOU DO?

If your student isn't formally on a IEP or 504 yet, then request an assessment.in
writing.

Support your request with for an assessment. To get an IEP, you need to have
1 of 13 disability categories. The most common category is specific learning
disability (35%). Students with ADHD or dyspraxia can qualify under "Other
Health Impairment"” or OHI. Students with a 504 qualify with a disability

impacting one or more major life activities like reading, writing, or attention.

IEPs can be helpful when pull out reading remediation is necessary; 504s are
often chosen when mainly accommodations like extra time or an option to
keyboard or option to use other assistive technology are needed.


https://www.understood.org/en/articles/conditions-covered-under-idea
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/conditions-covered-under-idea

Helping Children, Teens, Adults, and
Families Realize Their Potential

assessment | consultation | treatment

Summit Center specializes in helping
individuals with complex learning profiles and
differences -- including those who may be
gifted, and who might be both gifted and have
challenges (known as twice-exceptional or
2e). We provide formal evaluations of
strengths and challenges, and offer specific
strategies and recommendations to guide
growth and maximize potential.

W SUMMIT
B CENTER

Rea

"Summit Center didn't focus on what's wrong

w Heights
Offices in California: with me—they helped me see what’s right. |
San Francisco Bay Area 925-839-7500
Los Angeles Area 310-478-6505
www.summitcenter.us
inquiry@summitcenterus It F . | B

have dyslexia and I'm smart too."

TEACHER CLOCK HOUR COURSES
5 credit courses for S15 each
with a Premium membership!
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Processing Speed
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Social Emotional IMINI-COURSE 7
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Reading 1
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ADVANTAGE
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OBBA

If your dyslexic student has been formally identified, then look to make sure that
the support plan is airtight. This is especially important before services are cut or
diluted.

Some schools have |EP teams that meet over the summer. Some may not have the
funds to do this, but still others may call team members together if a new student
is transitioning to the school or another needs a change in services.

Dyslexia IEPs

Especially if your student is struggling to decode, try to ensure that some
mention of "dyslexia-specific" or "specially designed instruction" is in the plan
instead of "general RTI" or general terms like "tiered" support. Many schools may
suggest that RTI be tried first, but RTI should not be used to delay evaluation
under the IDEA.

Dyslexia-specific reading intervention implies reading instruction that is
structured, systematic, and explicit. It includes phonology, sound-symbol
association, syllables, morphology, semantics, syntax, and orthography (for more
on this, visit here.

Because the OBBBA scholarships won't begin until 2027, ask your school
whether any "high impact tutoring" may be available for your student in
2025-2026. You can also ask if tutors receive any dyslexia-specific training or
are available outside of school hours.

If your student's tutoring was critical to showing progress in reading, it can be
considered a required service through an IEP.

To learn about possible tax deductions for special education check here.

If your student is not on an IEP or 504, you may be wondering if payment for
tutoring can be deducted on your taxes - check with your tax professional and
also refer to the 502 publication from the IRS, especially the section on Special
Education.



https://www.irs.gov/publications/p502
https://www.irs.gov/publications/p502
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/faqs-about-tax-deductions-and-learning-disabilities
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/faqs-about-tax-deductions-and-learning-disabilities
https://www.orton-gillingham.com/what-is-structured-literacy/
https://www.orton-gillingham.com/what-is-structured-literacy/

~Winston In College

Academic Support Anywhere

Transitioning to College? Struggling in College? We can help.

Winston in College offers virtual learning support services for adult
students with learning disabilities such as dyslexia, executive functioning
difficulties (ADHD), and nonverbal learning disorders (NVLD) who are
transitioning to or are currently enrolled in a college program.

e Learn More

or contact admissions today!

WO: winstonprep.edu/online
WiC: winstonprep.edu/winston-in-college | 646.970.3338
Part of Winston Online and the Winston Preparatory School Network

DISCOVER YOUR MIND STRENGTHS
FREE AT NEUROLEARNING.COM

Dyslexic Brain Strengths:

3D Spatial Reasoning Memory F rom R

Personal
» 5potting Trends/
Pattern Recognition . Maldng Pmam

Systems Reasoning : St¢ rytellin



https://neurolearning.com/mind-strengths-assessment/?utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter1
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https://www.winstonprep.edu/online/winston-in-college

BECOME A PREMIUM —r
SUBSCRIBER! PREMIUM MAGAZINE

and support this free newsletter

Articles in our May issue:

* Dyslexia and Speech

* Dyslexia and Al: Helpful Tools

* Middle School Multisensory Math: Marilyn Zecher
* App for Reading and Spelling Long Words

* Games and Other Structured Literacy Tech

INSPIRING. IMPACTING.
MAKING A DIFFERENCE!

CHURCHILL

CENTER & SCHOOL

National Leader in Learning Disabilities

At Churchill Center & School, we empower students by giving
them the confidence and tools they need to achieve their
fullest potential and become advocates for their future.

churchillstl.org 314-997-4343



https://churchillstl.org
https://churchillstl.org
https://www.dyslexicadvantage.org/shop/memberships/premium-membership/
https://www.dyslexicadvantage.org/shop/memberships/premium-membership/

Our screener
vs. traditional

tests

Using state of the art technology, our screener
analyzes 600 data points derived from over 300
traditional test questions. This innovative approach
identifies challenges in four key brain processes
and four key reading skills to determine the overall
risk of dyslexia.



https://neurolearning.com
https://neurolearning.com

CLICK HERE TO
SHOP NOW

FIND THE PERFECT GIFT AT THE DAILY THINKER!
Inspirational quotes from the world’s greatest thinkers

* Quote-A-Day Desk Calendar

¢ Quote Notes

* Quote Cards
Save 15% when you bundle your favorite items!

The Perfect Gift! Bundle A - 1 Calendar / 1 Notepad / 1 Card Set

e Easter Bundle B - 1 Notepad / 1 Card Set
e Graduation Bundle C - 2 Notepads / 1 Card Set
* Mother’s Day

e Father’s Day Use code BUNDLE at Checkout

e Just Because

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO SUPPORT DYSLEXIC ADVANTAGE!


https://www.etsy.com/shop/thedailythinker
https://www.etsy.com/shop/thedailythinker

DYSLEXIA NEWS

DYSLEXIC ADVANTAGE MOVIE
Coming October 2025!
Wanted: Movie Ambassadors

Dyslexia Led Stevhen Spielberg to Make Movies

Psychology Today

Gary Payton Il's Basketball Camp Supports Kids with
dyslexia - scholarship for free screening too (Oakland)

KTVU

Britain's Dyslexia Crisis: How Kids Are Being Failed

The Times

New York State Establishes Center for Dyslexia
and Dysgraphia

NY Senate

Neurodiversity Unleashed - Dyslexic Traits into Success

Gil Gershoni
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"Summit Center
didn't focus on
what's wrong with
me—they helped
me see what'’s
right. | have
dyslexia and I'm
smart too."

Helping Children, Teens,
Adults, and Families
Realize Their Potential

assassment | consultatien | treatment

Summit Center spacializes in
helping individuals with complex
learning profiles and differences --
including thase who may be gifted,
and who might be both gifted and
have challenges (known as wice-
excaplional or 2e). We provide
formal evaluations of strengths
and challenges, and offer specific
strategies and recommeandations (o
guide growth and maximize

potantial.

W SUMMIT
. ENEER.

Offices in California:

San Francisco Bay Area 325-838-7500
Los Angeles Area 310-4 F2-6505
wdnsL EUmmilcsnler us
mauirp@summiEEntenuE
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INSPIRING STUDENTS SINCE 1978

Churchill’s proven methods and well-trained faculty change the lives of
children who struggle with dyslexia, ADHD and other language-based
learning disabilities.

At Churchill, we always remember that our success is measured not by how
many students we impact, but by the impact we have on any one student!

LEARN MORE! Contact Director of Enrollment Management Susan Howison.

CHURCHILL

CENTER & SCHOOL

National Leader in Learning Disabilities



https://www.churchillstl.org/
https://www.churchillstl.org/

"Science fiction frees you up to go any place
and examine anything."

- Octavia Butler




