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may drive with that license for up to a year; the motorist may also be eligible 
for a New Jersey driver license.
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Basic Automobile License
#or all types of  lass ! motor vehicles 
registered by the *3 	 eUcept motorcycles.

Expiration:

Minimum Age:

Permit Fee:

Photo License Fee: 

Test(s) Required: 

4 Years

18 (Permit: 16)

$10

$24

KVR 1

Probationary Automobile License
#or all types of  lass ! motor vehicles 
registered by the *3 	 eUcept motorcycles.

Expiration: 

Minimum Age:

Permit Fee:

Photo License Fee: 

Test(s) Required:

Commercial Driver License
#or large trucHs	 buses and vehicles � lasses 
�	 � and  �.

Expiration:

Minimum Age:

Permit Fee:

Photo License Fee: 

Test(s) Required: 

Motorcycle License
#or most vehicles with fewer than four wheels 
� lass "�. &ssued as a separate license or as 
an endorsement �*� if the individual already 
holds a basic New Jersey driver license.

Expiration:

Minimum Age:

Permit Fee:

Photo License Fee: 

Test(s) Required: 

Probationary Motorcycle License
#or most vehicles with fewer than four wheels 
� lass "�. &ssued as a separate license or as 
an endorsement �*� if the individual already 
holds a basic New Jersey driver license.

Expiration:

Minimum Age:

Permit Fee:

Photo License Fee: 

Tests Required: 

4 Years

17

$10+$4 decals

$6 3

KVR 1

4 Years

17

$10+$4 decals

$6 3

KVR 1

4 Years

18/21 4

$125 5

$42+$2 per endorsement

CKVR

4 Years

17

$5

$24 or $18 6

KVR 1

http://www.njmvc.gov
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 � - GOINT ID MERIFI:ATION
-er N.J.�. . �����
�.�	 all New Jersey driver license applicants must complete 
� -oint &! 3erification by presenting documents that prove their age	 identity	 
and legal presence in the 2.0. �ll applicants must prove identity through a 
prescribed combination of documents that includes� 

• �t least one primary document.

• �t least one secondary document.

•�t least siU points of &!.

• -roof of address.

2se the chart on the following pages to select your documents	 or use 
the online !ocument 0elector at www.state.nj.Õs/mvc/�icenses/
�ocÕment-elector/iǹeÝ.htm.
&f discrepancies eUist within or between documents presented to the *3 	 
the applicant may be reNuired to provide additional documentation. �ny permit 
or license application may be refused if a document appears altered	 false or 
otherwise invalid.

� non
citiWen must submit proof of continued legal presence in the 2nited 
0tates. 1he *3  may accept other documents proving identity	 date of birth 
and continued legal presence. !ocuments must be provided in "nglish. 

� motorist referred for a conference due to identification issues will be 
reNuired to provide an original or certified copy of his�her civil birth certificate 
if a 2.0. citiWen. -assports will not be accepted. Non
2.0. citiWens may be 
asHed for additional identification documents.

#or assistance with � -oint &! 3erification	 visit www.njmvc.gov or call  
Èä�®Ó�Ó-Èxää.

Note: Fees in this manual are subGect to change. Current fees are available online 
at www.njmvc.gov or by calling Èä�®ÊÓ�Ó-Èxää.

http://www.njmvc.gov
http://www.state.nj.us/mvc/Licenses/
http://www.njmvc.gov
http://www.njmvc.gov


A U.S.



or expired less than 3 years

permanent resident card (new

permanent resident card
(



U.S.

U.S.

U.S.

U.S.

U.S.



If you are under 18, then we will 
accept a parent or guardian consent 
that verifies you are living with a 
parent or guardian

Checking or savings account 
statement from a bank or credit union, 
issued within the past 60 days

(N.J.S.A. 39:3-9b)



� GRADLATED DRIMER CI:ENSE �GDC 
In 2001, New Jersey sought to enhance driver preparation and safety by 
implementing a multi-stage driver licensing system. Known as the Graduated 
Driver License (GDL) Program, the system gradually introduces driving privileges 
to first-time drivers, extends their practice driving time and requires a minimum 
age of 18 in order to receive an unrestricted, basic driver license. GDL restrictions 
placed upon first-time drivers must be strictly adhered to. Failure to do so may 
result in a fine of $100 or a possible suspension of a motorist’s driving privilege. 
(N.J.S.A. 39:3-10 and 39:3-13 through 39:13.8)
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OPTION

*3  will validate 0pecial )earner -ermits ,N)6 after training course completion.

GET A SPECIAL LEARNER PERMIT
• *ust be at least �� years old

• *ust have signed parent or guardian consent

• *ust be enrolled in approved behind
the
wheel driver training
course through the NJ !epartment of "ducation or commercial
driving school

• �n approved instructor must purchase the permit

• *ust pass *3 �s Hnowledge and vision tests

• *ust pay reNuired fee

STEP  1

GRADUATED 

DRIVER  

LICENSE THE EARLY BIRD ROAD OPTION

PRACTICE WITH AN ADULT SUPERVISING DRIVER
• *ust observe special learner permit driving restrictions

• *ust practice at least siU months

GET A PROBATIONARY LICENSE
• *ust have completed siU months of supervised driving
without any suspensions or postponements

• *ust pass *3 �s road test

• *ust be at least �� years old

STEP 3

WITH A PROBATIONARY DRIVER LICENSE
• *ust practice unsupervised driving for at least one year

• *ust observe probationary driver license restrictions

STEP 4

GET THE BASIC DRIVER LICENSE
• *ust be at least �� years old

• *ust have completed one year of unsupervised driving with
probationary driver license restrictions

• *ust pay reNuired fee

STEP 5

Note� -ermit may not be used for practice driving until validated at an *3  !river 
1esting  enter.

A

STEP  2

http://www.njmvc.gov


GRADUATED 

DRIVER  

LICENSE THE YOUNG ADULT ROAD OPTION

GET AN EXAMINATION PERMIT
• *ust pass *3 �s Hnowledge and vision test

• *ust be at least �� years old

• *ust pay reNuired fee

• *ust obtain parent or guardian consent if you are under
�� years of age

STEP  1

PRACTICE SUPERVISED DRIVING
• *ust practice with an adult supervising driver

• *ust practice at least siU months

• *ust observe eUamination
permit driving restrictions

STEP 2

GET A PROBATIONARY LICENSE
• *ust have completed siU months of supervised driving
without any suspensions or postponements

•  *ust pass *3 �s road test

STEP 3

PRACTICE UNSUPERVISED DRIVING
• *ust practice unsupervised driving for at least one year

• *ust follow probationary driver license restrictions

STEP 4

GET THE BASIC DRIVER LICENSE
• *ust be at least �� years old

• *ust have completed one year of unsupervised driving

• *ust pay reNuired fee

STEP 5

B
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GRADUATED 

DRIVER  

LICENSE THE ADULT ROAD OPTIONC
GET AN EXAMINATION PERMIT

• *ust be at least �� years old

• *ust pass *3 �s Hnowledge and vision tests

• *ust pay reNuired fee

STEP  1

PRACTICE SUPERVISED DRIVING
• *ust practice with an adult supervising driver

• *ust practice at least three months

• *ust observe eUamination permit driving restrictions

STEP  2

GET A PROBATIONARY LICENSE
• *ust have completed three months of supervised
driving without any suspensions or postponements

• *ust pass *3 �s road test

STEP  3

PRACTICE UNSUPERVISED DRIVING
• *ust practice unsupervised driving for at least one year

• *ust follow applicable probationary driver license restrictions

STEP  4

GET THE BASIC DRIVER LICENSE
• *ust have completed one year of unsupervised driving

• *ust pay reNuired fee

STEP  5

http://www.njmvc.gov


^ SGE:IAC CEARNER GERDIT RESTRI:TIONS 
• No driving between ���� p.m. and �� a.m.

• No using hand
held or hands
free cell phones or any other electronic
devices.

• -ermit holder must be accompanied in the front seat by an adult
supervising driver who is at least �� years of age and who possesses a
valid New Jersey driver license and has a minimum of three years� 
driving eUperience.

• -assengers are limited to any parent	 guardian or dependent of the special

permit holder and one additional passenger.

• -ermit holder and all passengers must wear seat belts.

• *ust display decals on license plates.

^ EOADINATION GERDIT RESTRI:TIONS 
• No driving between ���� p.m. and �� a.m.�

• No using hand
held or hands
free cell phones or any other electronic
devices.

• -ermit holder must be accompanied in the front seat by an adult

supervising driver who is at least �� years of age and who possesses
a valid New Jersey driver license and has a minimum of three years� 
driving eUperience.�

• -assengers are limited to dependents of the permit holder and one

additional person	 unless accompanied by a parent�guardian.

• -ermit holder and all passengers must wear seat belts.

• *ust display decals on license plates.

^ GRO9ATIONARP DRIMER CI:ENSE RESTRI:TIONS 
• No driving between ���� p.m. and �� a.m.�

• No using hand
held or hands
free cell phones or any other electronic devices.

• -assengers are limited to dependents of the probationary license holder

and one additional person	 unless accompanied by a parent�guardian.

• -robationary license holder and all passengers must wear seat belts.

• *ust display decals on license plates.

� &f the "Uamination -ermit or -robationary )icense holder is �� years of age
or older	 hour	 passenger and decal restrictions do not apply.



e



 � EOADINATION GERDITS FOR NA RESIDENTS
�ny New Jersey resident who is at least �� years old and is not in suspension 
status can obtain a driver eUamination permit at any *3  agency. 1he 
eUamination permit is different from a student learner permit because the 
applicant does not have to be a student and an instructor is not necessary. 

Note� � driver eUamination permit is reNuired even if the motorist possesses a valid 
license from another state. 0ee "Uamination -ermits for ,ut
of
0tate !rivers.

�fter an applicant fills out the form with his�her personal information and provides 
� -oints of &! 3erification and proof that the 2.0. government authoriWes his�her 
presence in this country	 he�she can purchase a permit to taHe to the nearest 
!river 1esting  enter. �asic automobile license applicants must supply a 0ocial 
0ecurity number or an eUemption from the 0ocial 0ecurity �dministration. 

Note� *ost agencies conduct Hnowledge testing and vision screening. 1o 
find out which *3  agencies offer driver testing services	 checH online atÊÊ
www.njmvc.gov or call Èä�®ÊÓ�Ó-Èxää. 

1he *3  will validate the permit for practice driving after the applicant passes 
the reNuired Hnowledge test and vision screening. /esults are valid for two 
years �see  hapter ��.

 � EOADINATION GERDITS FOR OLT$OF$STATE
DRIMERS
�ll out
of
state drivers are reNuired to purchase an eUamination permit within 
� days of becoming a permanent New Jersey resident or when his�her out

of
state license eUpires	 whichever comes first. 

,ut
of
state drivers who are under �� years of age and move to New Jersey 
are subGect to this state�s $!) -rogram. &f they wish to apply for a New Jersey 
license	 they should follow the steps outlined for special and eUamination 

�fter an applicant fills out the form with his�her personal information and provides � 
-oints of &! 3erification and	 if applicable	 proof that the 2.0. government authoriWes his�
her presence in this country	 the instructor can purchase a permit at any *3  agency. 

2pon completion of the approved driver training course and before practice driving	 
the permit holder must have the permit validated at any *3  !river 1esting  enter.

http://www.njmvc.gov
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permit holders. -ermits may be purchased at any *3  agency upon presenting 
the reNuired proof of age and � -oint &! 3erification. �pplicants are reNuired to 
pass a vision screening test. (nowledge and road tests are waived as long as 
you have a valid	 non
probationary driver license issued by any of the � states	 
the !istrict of  olumbia	 or 2.0. territories with a driver abstract.

,ut
of
state driver licenses must be surrendered when the *3  issues a New 
Jersey driver license.

 � EOADINATION GERDITS FOR OLT$OF$
:OLNTRP DRIMERS
� non
citiWen must show formal proof that 2.0.  itiWenship and &mmigration 0er

vices �20 &0� has authoriWed his�her presence in this country under federal law.

0tudents and their families on visas must show #orm &
�	 student identification 
cards or certification on school letterhead indicating status.

Note� #oreign drivers may use their native driver licenses as proof of driving 
eUperience if their countries are members of the 2nited Nations  onvention 
on /oad 1raffic and if the applicants have their licenses translated into "nglish 
by a consulate or an *3 
approved translator. � road test may still be reNuired.

 � INTERNATIONAC DRIMING GERDIT �IDG 
3isitors with a foreign driver license who travel to the 2nited 0tates should 
carry an &!- or attach an acceptable "nglish translation to their national driver 
licenses. 1he &!- is translated into the official languages of the 2nited Nations 
�including "nglish� and is useful in traffic emergencies. Non
citiWens must 
obtain the &!- in their native country before traveling to the 2nited 0tates. 

New Jersey motorists who travel to foreign countries may obtain an &!- appli

cation through their local ��� club. 3isit www.aaa.com/vacation/ì«c.htmlÊ
for more information.

Note� � motorist must carry a valid driver license. �lthough it is an official 
document	 the &!- cannot replace a driver license	 but it can be used in 
conGunction with the license to provide an additional source of motorist 
identification and span foreign language barriers. 
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HARD OF HEARING DESIGNATION
hard of hearing

who wish to register are provided a signature pad to sign, while their personal 
information (name, date-of-birth, address, etc.) is sent electronically to the State 
Board of Elections for review. When customers report a change of address, the 
MVC sends the change of address information to the applicable board of 
elections, for voter registration purposes. After the State Board of Elections 
approves the information received, they notify the respective County Board of 
Elections that the applicants’ eligibility requirements have been met, and the 
applicantsapplicants are registered to vote. For more information on voter registration, visit 
www.nj.gov/state.elections/voting-information.html.

http://www.nj.gov/state.elections/voting-information.html


•••• 

•!• COMMERCIAL DRIVER LICENSE (CDL) 

There are three Commercial Driver License (CDL) classifications: A, B, and C. However, 
no one can apply for these licenses until he/she is in possession of a valid basic Class D 
New Jersey driver license or he/she possesses a valid out-of-state CDL. 

Class A: License is necessary for the operation of a tractor trailer or truck and trailer 

with a gross combination weight rating (GCWR) of 26,001 pounds or more, provided the 
gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of the vehicle being towed is more than 10,000 pounds. 
The Class A license also allows the driver to operate all vehicles in the class B, C, and D 
categories, provided the driver has qualified for all the proper extra endorsements. 

Class B: License is necessary for the operation of: 

• Any vehicle with a GVWR of 26.001 pounds or more. 

• A vehicle with a GVWR of 26,001 pounds or more 
towing a trailer with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less. 

• Any bus, including school buses, with a gross vehicle weight rating of 26,001 pounds or 
more designed to transport 16 or more passengers, including the driver.

A Class B license allows the driver to operate all vehicles in the Class C and D categories, 
provided the driver has qualified for all the proper extra endorsements. 

Class C: License is necessary for: 

• Any vehicle with a GVWR of less than 26.001 pounds. u sed and placarded to transport 
hazardous material. 

• Any bus, including school buses, designed to carry 16 passengers or more, including 
the driver, and with a GVWR of less than 26,001 pounds and all school vehicles 
designed for 15 passengers or fewer, including the driver. 

• Any bus or other vehicle designed to transport 8 to 15 passengers, 
including the driver, which is used for hire.

'II COMMERCIAL DRIVER EXEMPTIONS 

Taxi drivers, ride-sharing van drivers, funeral procession drivers, operators of rescue, first
aid squad or firefighter apparatus, farmers hauling their own products and equipment 
within 150 miles of their farms, non-civilian operators of military equipment and operators 
of construction equipment not designed for operation on public roads are exempt and 
need not apply for a commercial driver license. Operators of recreational vehicles are also 
exempt, provided the vehicle is being operated only for personal use. (N.J.S.A. 39:3-10k, 
39:3-10.11) 
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:ODDER:IAC CI:ENSE RESTRI:TIONS
Numbered restrictions	 such as corrective lenses	 are noted on all commercial 
licenses. �n eUample of a special restriction on a commercial license is d)r for 
air braHes. 1his means the motorist may not operate a vehicle eNuipped with air 
braHes	 if designated on the license.

:ODDER:IAC DRIMER DANLAC
#or more information on commercial motor vehicle licensing	 refer to the *3 �s 
 ommercial !river *anual. �ll  !) tests are based on information contained 
in the manual. 1o get a copy	 visit any *3  agency or regional service center 
or view�reNuest it online at www.njmvc.gov. *anuals may also be obtained by 
calling Èä�®ÊÓ�Ó-Èxää.

:ODDER:IAC CI:ENSE ENDORSEDENTS
*ost commercial drivers will need to obtain at least one special endorsement. �n 
eUample of an endorsement on a commercial license is d%r for haWardous materials	 
which means that the motorist may legally transport haWardous materials.

CODE VEHICLE ENDORSEMENT SPECIAL REQUIREMENT

T !ouble and 
1riple 1railer

Needed by operators of 
vehicles pulling two or 
three trailers

Requires a knowledge test. Class A  
license required to operate this type 
of vehicle.

P -assenger Needed by operators of 
buses or similar vehicles 
used to transport 
passengers

Requires a road test. Other special 
requirements are necessary (see CDL 
*anual�. *ust be �� years of age and 
have � years driving eUperience.

S 0chool �us Needed by all school bus 
drivers

Requires a knowledge and road 
test. Motorists who hold an “S” 
endorsement will also have to test 
for a “P” endorsement. Both are 
required to operate a school bus.

N 1anHer 
3ehicle

Needed by operators 
of vehicles used to 
transport liNuids or gas 
in bulH

Requires a knowledge test.

H %aWardous 
*aterials

Needed by operators 
of vehicles used to 
transport haWardous 
materials

Requires a knowledge test. Must 
be trained and retested every two 
years. See the Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration for 
reNuirements www.fmcsa.̀ot.Ê
gov®. *ust be �� years of age.

http://www.njmvc.gov
http://www.njmvc.gov
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deaf or hard of hearing,

and Hard of Hearing.

and Hard of
Hearing and is on the approved list of professional interpreters.

deaf or hard of hearing interpreter is:

there is a test using sign language visuals.

n

e

d



•••• 

""' TEST REQUIREMENTS 

SCREENING 
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS TESTS 

EYESIGHT 

WRITTEN 

HEALTH 

Basic license applicants: 20/50 vision with or without corrective 
lenses. For sight in one eye only, that eye must meet the 20/50 rule 
and the applicant must have documentation signed by a licensed 
physician. 

CDL license applicants: 20/40 vision with or without corrective 
lenses in both eyes. Must be able to distinguish among red, green 
and amber lights. 

80 percent, or 40 of the 50 questions, must have correct answers. 

Inform examiner of health problems; a medical review may be 
necessary. Federal law and New Jersey regulations require 
commercial drivers to submit a COL Holder Sel f -Certification form 
and a valid medical examiner's certificate, if applicable, to the MVC. 
Medical examiner certificates must be completed by a federally 
certified medical examiner. 

""' OUT-OF-STATE AND OUT-OF COUNTRY APPLICANTS 
Applicants may transfer a valid out-of-state license to New Jersey. Knowledge 

and road tests will be waived for applicants, at least 18 years of age, who submit 

a valid, non-provisional driver license issued by any of the 50 states, the District 

of Columbia, the U.S. Territories of American Samoa and Guam, Puerto Rico or 

the U.S. Virgin Islands*. The 6 Point ID requirements must also be submitted. 

*Persons transferring driver licenses from the U.S. Territories of American 

Samoa and Guam, Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands must present a certified

driver abstract from that jurisdiction in order to have the knowledge test waived. 

If that document is not readily available, the person may choose to take the

knowledge test in order to obtain a New Jersey driver license. 

These applicants will be issued a four-year basic New Jersey license and will be 

required to surrender the out-of-state license. 

Out-of-state applicants between 17 and 18 years of age who possess a valid 

out-of-state license will be given a probationary license for a period of one year 

and must comply with GDL requirements and restrictions. 

All out-of-country applicants must pass the knowledge test and a vision 

screening and may be required to pass a road test. Test results are valid for 

two years. 

NEW JERSEY DRIVER MANUAL. www.njmvc.gov 
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In August of 2015, “Nikhil’s Law,” which amends N.J.S.A. 39:3-41, was signed into 
law. EƬective March 1, 2016, Nikhil’s Law reinforces the dangers of failing to 
comply with New Jersey’s motor vehicle traƱc laws.

THE PLEDGE
In order to ensure the safety of others on the road, passengers in my car, and 
myself as a driver, I pledge to obey traƱc rules when driving and to be extra 
cautious and supremely attentive. SpeciƮcally, I will:

SSTOP COMPLETELY. I will come to a complete halt at 
any STOP sign and will never go through a red light.

STAY ALERT. I will strive to keep my hands on the 
wheel and my mind on the road.

TALK SAFE. I will use a hands-free cell phone 
system while driving, and will not text or use a 
handset unless I pull over.

PPLAN AHEAD. I will give myself an extra 5 minutes to get to any
destination.

Go to www.state.nj.us/mvc/Licenses/stop_sign_pledge.htm to take the 
STOP FOR NIKHIL SAFETY PLEDGE.

If you are eligible to vote in New Jersey, you may register to vote at any MVC 
Agency while applying for/renewing a license or non-driver identiƮcation card. 
The NJ MVC will report the information to the New Jersey Division of Elections. 
1-877-NJ1-877-NJVOTER (1-877-658-6837).

SAFETY PLEDGE TO NIKHIL

VOTER REGISTRATION
33

http://www.state.nj.us/mvc/Licenses/stop_sign_pledge.htm






&f an applicant passes the road test	 the eUaminer will issue an authoriWation for 
licensing. 1he permit	 authoriWation and � -oints of &! 3erification must be taHen 
to a motor vehicle agency to obtain the digital driver license �!!)�.

1he *3  will license a successful applicant for a  lass ! basic driver license 
or  lass " motorcycle license as a probationary driver if the applicant has never 
been licensed to drive a motor vehicle in this or any other state. 1he *3  will 
monitor his�her driving habits for one year.

&f an applicant fails the road test	 he�she must wait at least two weeHs before 
taHing the test again. 1o reschedule the test	 go to any !river 1esting  enter in 
person or schedule online at www.njmvc.gov.

 � REASONS FOR REAE:TION
*ost applicants believe that their driving performance is the only criterion the 
eUaminer uses to grade their road test. %owever	 the vehicle may be the cause 
for denial of the road test. 0ome license applicants may not have the opportunity 
to taHe an initial road test because an eUaminer considers the vehicle unsuitable 
or unsafe for the test.

%ere are some of the more common reasons the *3  reGects road test vehicles�
• &mproper	 eUpired or no inspection sticHer.

• )acH of eUaminer access to foot braHe or parHing braHe.

• �ny defect or condition that affects the safe operation of the test vehicle	
such as but not limited to�
j-oor braHes �pedal must not fade or go to the floorboard�
j!ashboard braHe warning light on
j-arHing braHe	 braHe lights	 or signal lights not worHing
j2nsafe tires �smooth	 cut	 badly worn�
j3ehicle interior is not in reasonably clean condition
j3ehicle failed inspection	 and motorist does not bring the 3ehicle
&nspection /eport issued by the inspection station to road test area
j#ast engine idle �cannot Gudge speed control�
j*issing seat belts �seat belts are reNuired on all vehicles
manufactured after July �	 �����
j1inting on driver and�or front door windows
j*issing rear
view mirrors 
 interior and�or driver door
j�ny broHen or cracHed window glass

http://www.njmvc.gov
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�dditional items for motorcycle and moped tests only� 
• )acH of eNuipment reNuired by state regulations.

• No helmet.

• 2napproved goggles or face shield �only applies to motorcycle testing�.

• No bell or horn �but not a siren or whistle� that can be heard � feet away.

-eeÊmotorcÞcleÊsectionÊforÊmoreÊs«ecificÊinformation.

http://www.njmvc.gov


Chapter3





0afe driving is the responsibility of all individuals who operate a vehicle on New 
Jersey roads. 1he rules of the road must be obeyed at all times and laws must be 
strictly followed. � motorist must ensure the safety of all passengers who are riding 
in his�her vehicle and be mindful of the other motorists who share the road each day.

 � 9L:BCE LG$ NEN AERSEPËS SEAT 9ECT CAN
2nder state law	 the driver and all passengers of a passenger vehicle �e.g. 
car	 van	 picHup trucH and 023� must wear a seatbelt. 1he failure of a driver	 
front
seat passenger and children under age �� to wear a seatbelt is a primary 
offense. 1he driver is responsible for all passengers under age ��. #ront
seat 
passengers �� years of age and over are responsible for themselves. � police 
officer can stop a motorist solely for a violation of the seat belt law. 2nder a 
secondary law	 all unbucHled bacH seat occupants �� years of age and older	 
may be issued a summons if the vehicle is stopped for another reason.  *otorists 
with $!) permits or probationary licenses must use seat belts. �dditionally	 they 
must reNuire all passengers seated anywhere in the vehicle to use seat belts. 
�N.J.0.�. ����
��.�f	 ����
��	 ����
��.�a	 ����
��.��

1he eUemptions are any passenger vehicle manufactured before July �	 ����	 
a passenger vehicle that is not reNuired to be eNuipped with seat belt systems 
under federal law and a physical or medical reason	 verified in writing by a 
licensed physician	 that maHes the motorist or passenger unable to wear a seat 
belt. �N.J.0.�. ����
��.�g�

1he driver of a passenger vehicle including cars	 vans	 picH
up trucHs and utility 
vehicles shall secure any passenger using a wheelchair in a properly adGusted 
and fastened wheelchair and occupant securement device. �N.J.0.�. ����
��.�l�

0eat belts can save a life and improve a motorist�s chances of surviving a 
crash by � percent. � motorist�s chances of surviving a collision are three to 
four times better if he�she is wearing both a seat belt and a shoulder strap. 
#astening a seat belt taHes only three seconds and reduces the chances of 
death or serious inGury. 0eat belts help in many ways	 for eUample�

• 1hey Heep motorists and passengers from being thrown from the vehicle in a
collision. &f a motorist�passenger is held in place	 any inGury may be less severe.

• 1hey slow a body down with the vehicle. &f a vehicle hits something	 the
vehicle stops	 but the person Heeps going at the same speed that the
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vehicle was moving. %itting the dashboard or windshield at � mph is 
liHe falling from the top of a three
story building.

• 1hey Heep a motorist�passenger from sliding on the seat during sudden

stops and turns. �elts and straps also Heep a motorist in position so

he�she can control the vehicle.

TIPS FOR SEAT BELT USE
• �ucHle up with both lap and shoulder belts on every trip. ��ir bags are
supplemental protection devices.�

• 4ear the lap belt under the abdomen and low across the hips. 1he
shoulder portion should come over the collar bone	 away from the necH	
and cross over the breast bone. 1he shoulder belt in most new vehicles can
be adGusted on the side pillar to improve fit

• (now how to adGust the seat belts and how to release them if motorists�
passengers have to NuicHly get out of the vehicle.

• �ucHle up if riding in the bacHseat; use center seat belts if those seats are
used. 0eat belts help prevent riders from falling forward.

• Never put more than one person in one belt.

 � :AR SEATS
1raffic accidents are a leading Hiller of children. 4hen riding in a vehicle	 children 
should be held in place by a restraint system that meets all #ederal *otor 3ehicle 
0afety 0tandards. /efer to the paragraph on  hild /estraint )aw.

�ll child restraint systems built since January �	 ����	 must be designed to pass 
tough safety tests. 1hese seats carry a label that gives the date of manufacture 
and reads� d1his child restraint system conforms to all applicable #ederal *otor 
3ehicle 0afety 0tandards.r

1here are many types and styles of car seats. 4hile some seats are designed 
to be used facing forward once a child has reached the appropriate weight	 an 
infant seat must never be faced forward. 1o do so would be very dangerous. 
�lways checH the label on a car seat to find out the siWe and weight of the child 
the seat is designed to protect.

http://www.njmvc.gov


2sing the car seat every time a child rides in the vehicle 
 and using it correctly 
each time 
 is very important for the safety of the child. �lways read the 
instructions that come with the seat and follow them very carefully.  orrect 
use of the car seat is the best protection a motorist can offer a child. #or more 
information on child car seats	 contact the !ivision of %ighway 1raffic 0afety at 
nää®{ÓÓ-ÎÇxäÊor visit www.njsaferoàs.com.

� :HICD GASSENGER SAFETP CAN
1he New Jersey child passenger safety law 8N.J.0.�. ����
��.�a�a� to 
����
��.�a�d�: states�

 •   hildren under age eight who are less than �� inches �� feet � inches� tall
must ride in either�
a�� federally approved forward facing child passenger restraint system
that is eNuipped with a five
point harness in a rear seat of the motor
vehicle.  ,nce they outgrow the top height or weight recommendations
made by the child passenger restraint system manufacturer	 children
must ride in a federally approved booster seat �in a rear seat of the
motor vehicle�; ,/

b� � federally approved booster seat �in a rear seat of the motor vehicle�.

 •   hildren under age four who weigh less than � pounds must ride�
a�&n a federally approved rear facing child passenger restraint system
that is eNuipped with a five
point harness in a rear seat of the motor
vehicle.  ,nce they outgrow the top height or weight recommendations
posted by  the manufacturer of the child passenger restraint system	
children must ride in a federally approved forward facing child
passenger restraint system that is eNuipped with a five
point harness
in a rear seat of the motor vehicle; ,/

b� &n a federally approved forward facing child passenger restraint
system that is eNuipped with a five
point harness in the rear seat of
the motor vehicle.

 •   hildren under age two who weigh less than � pounds must ride in a
federally approved rear facing child passenger restraint system that is
eNuipped with a five
point harness.

http://www.njsaferoads.com
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�ll children under age eight must be seated in a rear seat.  &f there are no 
rear seats in the motor vehicle in which children under age eight are riding	 
the children must be secured in a federally approved child passenger restraint 
system or booster seat in a front seat of the motor vehicle.  %owever	 children 
cannot be secured in a rear facing child passenger restraint system in a front 
seat of any motor vehicle that is eNuipped with a passenger
side airbag that is 
not disabled or turned off.  

#ailure to comply with this law can subGect a person to a fine of not less 
than �� nor more than ���	 plus fees and court costs. �N.J.0.�. ����
��.�d�

� AIR 9AGS
�ir bags are standard eNuipment in almost all new vehicles and are designed to 
supplement seat belts in frontal crashes. #ederal safety standards reNuired that 
manufacturers eNuip all new passenger cars and light trucHs with air bags by 
����. �ccording to the National %ighway 1raffic 0afety �dministration	 
statistics show that between ���� and �	 front air bags saved the lives of 
�	�� front
 seat riders.

�ir bags inflate at speeds of up to � mph to protect adults in a front
end 
collision. �n average
siWed adult who is correctly belted is not liHely to come in 
contact with the air bag until it is fully inflated. 

4hen air bags are combined with lap�shoulder seat belts	 they have saved many 
adult lives and prevented many inGuries in motor vehicle crashes. %owever	 air 
bags could seriously inGure or Hill children who are sitting in the front seat. 

&n ����	 the National %ighway 1raffic 0afety �dministration �N%10�� allowed 
cutoff switches in picHup trucHs	 sports cars and autos with no bacHseat. &n Jan
uary 
����	 it allowed repair shops and dealers to install the switches in vehicles after 
the appropriate application was made for people in these categories�

 • �river-aǹÊ«assenger-sìeÊairÊLags\ #or individuals with medical
conditions when the risHs of a deploying air bag eUceed the risHs of
impacting the steering wheel	 dashboard or windshield.

 • �river-sìeÊairÊLagsÊonlÞ\Ê#or individuals who cannot properly operate
the vehicle and Heep at least � inches between the center of the steering
wheel and the center of the breastbone.

Note� � person operating an autocycle shall not permit a child to be a passenger in the 
autocycle if the child would be reNuired to be secured in a child passenger restraint 
system	 pursuant to N.J.0.�. ����
��.�a.

http://www.njmvc.gov
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9RABES
� motorist should be able to braHe smoothly and NuicHly. &f the vehicle pulls 
to one side when it stops or a motorist feels a taut pedal or hears an unusual 
sNuealing or grinding	 the braHes must be checHed. 4ith conventional disc and 
drum braHes	 a motorist should pump them gently after driving through water 
to test them and dry them out. &f the braHes are hit hard	 they could locH up. � 
motorist should be able to stop within �� feet at � mph. 1his can be tried in an 
empty parHing lot.  halH marHs can be made on the surface to see if the vehicle 
can stop within that distance.

&f a vehicle has an antilocH braHing system ���0�	 the braHes can be tested by 
applying steady pressure to the braHe pedal. � motorist should never pump an 
��0 or GerH the steering wheel when braHing. ,n very soft surfaces	 such as 
loose gravel or unpacHed snow	 an ��0 system may actually lengthen stopping 
distance. &n wet or slippery conditions	 a motorist should still drive carefully	 
always Heep a safe distance from the vehicle in front and maintain a speed 
consistent with the road conditions.

9RABE CIGHTS
&f a vehicle�s braHe lights are not worHing	 someone may crash into it from the 
bacH. � motorist should have someone help to checH the braHe lights. /eplace 
broHen light covers. 1hey may cause a glare that affects the motorist in bacH.

HEADCIGHTS
�right and dim lights must worH and be in line. � motorist can checH them 
against the garage wall or on parHed vehicles. )ights should be Hept clean. &f 
other motorists flash their lights while a motorist�s lights are on low beam	 it 
could mean that the lights are out of line.

HORN
� horn should not be overused	 but a motorist should checH it often to maHe 
sure it worHs. 2se the horn to signal when passing or when coming out of a blind 
alley	 curve or driveway.

STEERING
,n straight level roads a vehicle should hold a straight course. 1he front end 
should not vibrate �shimmy�. 1he steering should respond to a motorist�s turns 
without too much play in the steering wheel.

http://www.njmvc.gov
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The Rosa-Bonilla Family Act (N.J.S.A. 39:3-10, N.J.S.A. 39:3-41, N.J.S.A. 
39:3-12.6) requires the Motor Vehicle Commission to educate motorists 
about the dangers of carbon monoxide poisoning from motor vehicles and 
techniques for the safe operation and proper maintenance of a motor vehicle.  

CarbonCarbon monoxide (CO) is an odorless, colorless gas that is present in a 
vehicle’s exhaust.  Modern vehicles are equipped with pollution controls that 
greatly reduce the amount of CO that is emitted from the tailpipe.  However, 
certain conditions can cause dangerous levels of CO to accumulate in or 
around a vehicle, with potentially fatal results.  These conditions can include: 

• Operating a vehicle with an exhaust leak or poorly tuned engine
• Operating a vehicle with the trunk or rear tailgate open
•• Operating a vehicle with holes in the body of the vehicle
• Idling a vehicle in a garage or confined space, even with the outside garage
    door open
• Operating a vehicle with a tailpipe that is blocked by debris, including snow,
    leaves or water
SomeSome of the most common symptoms of CO poisoning are listed below.  It is 
important to understand that CO can kill even before any of these symptoms 
are noticed:

• Headache 
• Dizziness 
• Loss of consciousness 
• Nausea/vomiting
•• Chest pain
• Confusion 

If you suspect that someone is suffering from CO poisoning, it is important to 
immediately remove that person from the source of the CO and call 911 for 
immediate medical attention.  If you are in a vehicle, turn off the engine, get 
out of the vehicle as soon as it is safe to do so and try to get the victim to 
breathe fresh air while you wait for help.  

CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING
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AREA OF FORWARD VISION

BLIND AREABLIND AREA

AREA OF 
REARVIEW

MIRROR VISION

LEFT
SIDE

MIRROR

RIGHT
SIDE

MIRROR

BLIND SPOTS WHILE DRIVING

 � STARTING A GARBED :AR
�efore getting into a vehicle	 looH behind it and in front of it. 1here are blind 
spots once a motorist is behind the wheel.  hildren may be there. 1here also 
may be bottles	 cans	 bicycles or other things that cannot be seen from the  
motorist�s seat.

STARTING :HE:BCIST
• �ll windows should be clean and nothing should blocH a motorist�s vision.

• 1he seat must be adGusted so a motorist can reach all pedals and controls
easily. �#or most motorists	 the seat may be adGusted so he�she is sitting
an arm�s length from steering wheel�.

• &nside and outside rearview mirrors should be adGusted.

• 0eat belts and shoulder harnesses should be fastened so that they are 
firm and comfortable.

• 1he vehicle should be in parH or neutral gear and the parHing braHe 
should be set.

• !oors should be locHed. 

http://www.njmvc.gov


� motorist should Heep good posture while driving. 1he seat should be adGusted 
so that the motorist can reach the foot pedals easily. 1he motorist should be 
comfortable behind the wheel. %e�she should not have to strain to reach the 
gear shift levers	 turn signals or dashboard controls. � motorist is properly 
positioned when he�she can see clearly and can glance to the rear.

&f a motorist wears glasses	 he�she should adGust them. *ore than �� percent of 
the information a motorist needs is visual. 1o fight glare at night	 colored lenses 
should be avoided as they distort color. �nti
reflective coatings should be used 
on lenses. 1his will help eliminate internal reflections in eyeglasses and may 
help night driving. � motorist should have an eye checHup every two years. �s a 
motorist ages	 visual clarity declines and peripheral vision becomes less distinct. 
#or eUample	 a �
year
old perceives light about a third as well as a �
year
old. 

&nside and outside mirrors should be adGusted to reduce blind spots. 1hese are 
areas where a motorist cannot see behind his�her vehicle �on both sides� through 
the mirror. � motorist can checH this by turning his�her head. 1he outside mirror 
should be adGusted so that the motorist can see the tip of the driver
side front 
door handle in the lower right of the mirror. 1his will allow the motorist to see part 
of the lanes of traffic to the left and rear of the vehicle.

�fter starting the engine	 a motorist should maHe sure his�her path is clear by 
turning and looHing bacH. � motorist should not depend on rearview mirrors. 
� motorist must also be sure to checH for pedestrians and less conspicuous 
vehicles	 such as bicycles and mopeds. � motorist should give the proper signal 
and drive with caution. 

4hen on the road	 a motorist can checH the vehicle�s mirrors by letting a vehicle 
pass on the left. �s the passing vehicle disappears from the inside rearview mirror	 
a motorist should be able to see its front bumper in the outside rearview mirror.

IDCING POLR MEHI:CE
New Jersey law reNuires all motorists to restrict vehicle idling to three minutes 
or less. �N.J.�. . ����
��.��

&dling more than three minutes is unnecessary and harmful to  your vehicle and 
your health. 3ehicle and property owners face fines of ��� to ��	 for each 
violation of this law. �N.J.0.�. ����
�.��

1here are some specific situations in which a vehicle may idle for an eUtended 
time	 such as when stucH in traffic	 or at drive
thru establishments. 0ee www.
0top1he0oot.org for a complete listing of eUemptions.

0o don�t forget� &dling 0tinHs	 and it�s against the law�turn the Hey and be idle freeò

http://www.StopTheSoot.org
http://www.StopTheSoot.org
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Steering

BDMN_steering_110907

10

11
12

1

2

9 3

 � STEERING

HAND GOSITION
� motorist�s grip on the steering wheel is important. 1he steering wheel can be 
thought of as the face of a clocH. #or normal driving	 a motorist should grip the 
steering wheel by the outside rim at the � and � o�clocH positions	 Heeping his�
her thumb along the face of the wheel. $ripping the steering wheel as described 
diminishes the risH of hand	 wrist or arm inGury if the air bag is deployed. � 
motorist should never turn the wheel while gripping it from the inside of the rim	 
hand facing inward. 1he steering wheel should be held firmly but not too tight	 
as steady as possible as the vehicle�s speed increases. �oth hands should be 
Hept on the wheel at all times	 eUcept when shifting gears or giving hand signals. 

1he motorist should Heep the vehicle in the center of the lane that it is traveling.
,n a two
lane road with traffic coming toward the vehicle	 the motorist should
Heep to the right. ,nce a motorist feels how the vehicle reacts to steering	 he�
she will be ready to practice turning	 parHing and other movements. 

&t taHes practice to get the feel of steering. &f the vehicle has antilocH braHes 
���0�	 the motorist should never violently GerH the steering wheel while braHing. 
�0ee previous section	 d�raHesr�

HAND$OMER$HAND STEERING
%and
over
hand steering permits a motorist to maHe steering adGustments 
ranging from very minor up to a half turn of the wheel	 while Heeping both hands 
on the wheel. &f turning through a slight curve	 both hands will typically retain 
their original grip on the wheel	 maHing only slight finger or wrist adGustments 
as necessary to maintain the path of travel. %owever	 when moving through a 
turn	 the hands may move as much as ��� degrees. 1he motorist initiates the 
turn by pushing the wheel up from the � or � o�clocH position toward �� o�clocH	 
and the opposite hand crosses over and down to the � or � o�clocH position	 as 

http://www.njmvc.gov


appropriate to provide additional input or to stabiliWe steering. 1he original hand 
then returns to the original start position of � or � o�clocH. 1he process is reversed 
to return to a straight path	 or the wheel can be allowed to slip through the fingers 
�controlled slipping� to straighten when coming out of a turn	 while both hands are 
always on the wheel to maHe adGustments as necessary. %and
over
hand steering 
is particularly well
suited for precision maneuvers	 steering through curves	 
intersection entry and eUit	 and sHid recovery.

 � STOGGING DISTAN:ES
1here is no simple way to tell eUactly how long it will taHe a vehicle to stop at a 
certain speed. 0topping distance depends on�

• *otorist reaction time.

• 4eather and visibility conditions.

• 3ehicle weight.

• �raHe conditions.

•  ondition and type of tires.

• /oadway conditions.

• 0peed.
,ne point is sure� 1he faster a vehicle is going	 the longer it will taHe it to stop. 
4hen a motorist must stop NuicHly	 speed can be the difference between life 
and death.

STOGGING DISTAN:ES ON DRP SLRFA:ES FOR GASSENGER 
MEHI:CES

-«eè ,eactionỀistance 	ra�ingỀistance /otal

10 mph 11 ft 8 ft (0 ]k

20 mph 22 ft 31 ft ,* ]k

30 mph 33 ft 69 ft (') ]k

40 mph 44 ft 123 ft (-. ]k

50 mph 55 ft 192 ft )+. ]k

60 mph 66 ft 277 ft *+* ]k

70 mph 77 ft 376 ft +,* ]k

�ased on a reaction time of ��� second	 which is typical for most motorists under most traffic 
conditions. � vehicle travels �� feet per second at � mph. !eceleration is approUimately �� feet 
per second. 0ee chapter � for more information on stopping and chapter � for information about 
following distances and stopping at night.



D
RI

VE
R 

SA
FE

TY
 &

 T
H

E 
RU

LE
S 

O
F 

TH
E 

RO
A

D

NEW JERSEY DRIVER MANUAL      www.njmvc.gov

��

 � GROGER 9RABING
1he use of braHes may seem simple	 but it is not. � motorist should Hnow the 
type of braHing system that his�her vehicle uses. &t could be a conventional drum 
and disc braHe system or an antilocH braHing system ���0�. 4hether the vehicle 
is front
 or rear
wheel drive does not determine proper braHing.

*anynewmotoristsmaHethecommonmistaHeofslammingthebraHepedal	
even if there is no emergency. 1he vehicle will GerH to a stop NuicHly and wear 
out braHes and tires. 0teady	 gentle pressure should be applied to the braHe to 
bring the vehicle to a controlled stop. 4ith an ��0	 a motorist should not pump 
the braHes or violently GerH the wheel. �n ��0
eNuipped vehicle may go out of 
control at only �� mph if a motorist violently GerHs the steering wheel and braHe	 
even on dry pavement. New motorists should practice hard braHing and steering 
in an empty parHing lot or similar open space until they are accustomed to the 
��0. � motorist should always use his�her right foot for both the braHe and the 
gas pedal. &f the vehicle is eNuipped with a manual transmission	 the left foot 
should be used for the clutch.

� DRIMING SIGNACS
� motorist should always give a proper signal when turning	 changing 
lanes	 stopping or slowing down. *ost vehicles have turn signals and a 
motorist should always use them. � motorist should turn on the turn signal at 
least � feet before turning and be sure to cancel the signal after maHing a 
turn. Not doing so could mislead other motorists. �N.J.0.�. ����
����

New Jersey law reNuires a motorist to Hnow the correct hand signals for 
stopping and turning	 which are standard in all states. 1o give a hand signal	 a 
motorist should put his�her arm well out of the vehicle so that it is visible to 
other motorists.

http://www.njmvc.gov


Driver Signals

BDMN_driver_signals_110907

STOP

RIGHT TURN

LEFT TURN

• -to«ÊorÊslowingỀown\ hand and arm downward	
palm facing to the rear.

• ,ightÊtÕrn\ hand and arm upward.

• �eftÊtÕrn\ hand and arm straight out.

�nother signal is the horn	 which is a warning signal. &t calls 
attention to what the motorist is doing. *otorists may sound the 
horn when passing another vehicle when not in a business or 
residential Wone. 2nder normal conditions	 the horn should be 
able to be heard for at least � feet. �N.J.0.�. ����
��� ,nly 
emergency vehicles may use sirens	 whistles or bells. 

�icyclists	 sHateboarders and inline sHaters also use the hand 
signals noted above. &n addition	 instead of eUtending the left 
hand and arm upward to indicate a right turn	 bicyclists	 
sHateboarders and inline sHaters may eUtend the right hand and 
arm straight out to indicate a right turn.

� DRIMING IN REMERSE
�efore driving in reverse	 a motorist must be sure that the path is 
clear. 1his can be done by using the mirrors and turning to checH. 
%e�she must be very careful because the view to the rear is 
limited. &n reverse	 turning the wheel to the right will direct the vehicle
to the right. 0teering to the left will direct the vehicle to the left. &f a 
motorist does not turn the wheel while in reverse	 the vehicle will move 
straight bacHward. 

1o drive in reverse	 a motorist�s head and body should be turned to the 
right until he�she can see clearly through the bacH window of the vehicle 
without the use of mirrors. 1he motorist�s right hand and arm should 
be placed over the bacH of the front passenger seat; the left hand 
should grasp the top of the steering wheel. 

1his is the position a motorist should be in to reverse in a straight line	 with 
sight seeing correction made as needed. � vehicle should be driven slowly 
in reversej typically	 walHing speed �� to � mph�.



t



slowly while turning the steering wheel to the right	 stopping several inches from 
the right curb or street edge. 1he motorist should neUt move the vehicle forward 
while turning the steering wheel to the left. #inally	 the motorist should straighten 
the vehicle�s wheels as it faces in the direction he�she wants to go. 1his is a 
complete �
-oint �or (� 1urn. � new motorist will be reNuired to maHe this turn 
during *3 �s road test.

 � GARBING
4hen parHing	 a motorist should always set the hand braHe and put the vehicle 
in parH or	 with a manual transmission	 in reverse or low gear. 1here are several 
important steps for a motorist to follow when parHing his�her vehicle on a street 
with a curb�

• 7henÊ«ar�ingÊaÊvehicleÊfacingỀownhill\ 1he hand braHe should be
set and the vehicle�s wheels should be turned toward the curb. 1he vehicle
should be in parH or	 with a manual transmission	 in reverse.

• 7henÊ«ar�ingÊaÊvehicleÊfacingÊÕ«hill\Ê1he hand braHe should be set

and the vehicle�s wheels should be turned away from the curb. 1he vehicle
should be in parH or	 with a manual transmission	 in low.

3 Point Turn

BDMN_3pt_turn_110907

3
2

1

THE *$GOINT TLRN �B TLRN 
4hen turning a vehicle around	 a motorist should start from the right edge of 
the road.  hoose a safe spot with good visibility in both directions. &f there is 
no other traffic, the motorist should signal left and move forward slowly while 
turning the steering wheel to the left. 1he vehicle should be stopped several 
inches from the left curb or street edge. 1he motorist should then back up 
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��

ANGCE GARBING
�ngle parHing is often used in parHing lots of shopping centers and sometimes 
at curbs.

� motorist should follow these rules when entering an angle parHing space to 
his�her right�

• 4atch for traffic both ahead and behind.

• 0ignal and begin to slow down.

• *aHe sure the rear of the vehicle will clear the parHed vehicles.

• 0teer sharply into the parHing space	 and then straighten the wheels 
centering the vehicle in the parHing space.

• 0hift to parH	 or reverse if standard transmission	 and apply the parHing 
braHe. 

� motorist should follow these rules before bacHing out of an angle parHing space�
• 4alH around to maHe sure nothing is in the vehicle�s way.

• 0lowly move the vehicle in reverse and be sure that the lane is clear of traffic

• 1ap the horn to warn nearby pedestrians.

• 4hen able to see past the tops of vehicles parHed neUt to the vehicle	
stop and looH again.

• )ooH bacH and to each side for other motorists.

• /emember that the front of the vehicle will swing opposite to the
direction of the turn.

• �acH up slowly while turning until the vehicle�s left front wheel passes
the rear bumper of the vehicle parHed on the left.

• 0traighten the wheels as the vehicle comes bacH into the lane of traffic

GARACCEC GARBING
-arallel parHing is the most common type of parHing on city streets. � motorist 
must be able to parallel parH a vehicle in order to pass the *3 �s road test. 1his 
taHes the most practice for a new motorist. � motorist should practice often	 in 
an empty parHing lot at first. #lags or marHers �� feet apart may be used to show 
where the other vehicles would be. &f a motorist hits these signs	 he�she is not 
ready for parHing between real vehicles and should Heep practicing. 1he slower 
and smoother a motorist bacHs into a parHing space	 the easier it is to parH. 1o 
properly parallel parH	 a motorist should�

• #ind a parHing space that is large enough to fit the vehicle.

• 0ignal for a stop and signal to the right to alert motorists that the vehicle 

http://www.njmvc.gov
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will bacH up to the right.

• -ull up alongside �parallel� about two to four feet from the vehicle in front.

• 1urn and checH to see that the way is clear behind the vehicle before
bacHing up.

• 1urn his�her body to looH out the rear window of the vehicle. �egin bacHing
up slowly for about two feet and turn the steering wheel all the way to the right.

• 4hen the front of the vehicle has cleared the rear bumper of the vehicle in
front	 stop and checH the angle.

• *aHe sure the right bacH wheel has not hit the curb.

• 1urn the steering wheel all the way to the left while beginning to bacH up slowly.

• *aHe sure the vehicle can clear its bacH bumper.

• 4hen the vehicle is in line	 stop. �e sure not to hit the vehicle in bacH.

• 1urn the vehicle�s wheels straight	 and drive to the center of the parHing
space. 1he vehicle�s tires should be no more than siU inches from the curb.
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Chapter4





 � SGEED :ONTROC
"Uceeding the speed limit is a common contributing factor of fatal and other types 
of accidents. � motorist must always obey the speed limit. 0peed affects almost 
everything that can happen when driving. � good rule is to Heep up with the flow of 
traffic at any legal speed. &n order to maHe safe emergency stops when necessary	 
it is important to Heep enough distance from surrounding traffic. New Jersey law 
sets top speed limits for any given road	 street	 highway or freeway.

25
-*�
����/-

ÓxÊm«hÊÊ
-choolÊâones]ÊLÕsiness
orÊresìentialÊìstricts

35
-*�
����/-

ÎxÊm«hÊÊ
-ÕLÕrLanÊLÕsinessÊaǹÊ
resìentialỀistricts

50
-*�
����/-

xäÊm«hÊÊ
 on-«ostèÊrÕralÊroàwaÞs

55
-*�
����/-

xxÊm«hÊÊ

ertainÊstateÊhighwaÞsÊasÊ
«ostè®ÊaǹÊinterstates

65
-*�
����/-

ÈxÊm«hÊÊ

ertainÊinterstateÊ
highwaÞsÊasÊ«ostè®

*otorists pay double fines for eUceeding 
the �� mph limit by � miles per hour 
or more. !ouble fines also apply to 
most other moving violations committed 
in a �� mph Wone. �N.J.0.�. ����
��.��
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NEN AERSEP SGEED CIDITS �LNCESS OTHERNISE GOSTED ÊÊ
�N.J.0.�. ����
���
Never drive faster than weather	 road or other conditions safely allow	 regardless 
of the posted speed limit. � motorist should Gudge his�her speed control by 
eUisting conditions. � motorist should slow down enough to be able to see 
clearly and stop NuicHly in traffic. #ailure to do so can result in a moving violation.

�lways slow down� 
• ,n narrow or winding roads.

• �t intersections or railroad crossings.

• ,n hills.

• �t sharp or blind curves.

• 4here there are pedestrians or driving haWards.

• 4hen the road is wet or slippery.

&f vehicle problems prevent a motorist from Heeping up with the normal flow of 
traffic	 he�she should pull off the road and activate haWard lights.

DRIMING TOO SCONCP
� motorist should always try to Heep up with the normal flow of traffic	 while 
not eUceeding the posted speed limit. 0ome collisions are caused by driving too 
slowly and bacHing up traffic. 4hen road surfaces and traffic are normal	 New 
Jersey law prohibits blocHing traffic through slow driving.

SAFE :ORRIDORS �N.J.0.�. ����
��.��
&n an effort to improve highway safety	 New Jersey initiated the 0afe  orridors 
-rogram	 which was signed into law in July ��. 1he 0afe  orridors law 
doubles fines on various state highways for a variety of driving offenses	 
including speeding and aggressive driving. %ighways are designated as safe 
corridors based on statistics showing crash rates � percent over the state 
rate and �	 or more crashes reported over a three
year period. 1he 
 ommissioner of 1ransportation has the authority to designate highways as 
necessary	 as well as to remove those that show improved safety levels. 1he 
law tooH effect on #ebruary ��	 ��. � current list of 0afe  orridor highways 
is available on the New Jersey !epartment of 1ransportation 4eb site at www.
nj.gov/trans«ortation.

http://www.nj.gov/transportation
http://www.nj.gov/transportation
http://www.njmvc.gov


Passing

PASS
WHEN LINE
IS BROKEN

BDMN_passing_110907

NO PASSING
WITH DOUBLE
SOLID LINES

DO NOT PASS
WHEN LINE

IS SOLID

 � GASSING
� motorist must Hnow the proper lane for normal driving and how to change 
lanes safely. 1he rules for passing depend on the type of road. 0tay to the right 
of the roadway�s center lines. -assing is only safe when there is no oncoming 
traffic.

4atch for the following lane marHings� �N.J.0.�. ����
���
• 	othÊcenterÊlinesÊareÊsolì\ No passing allowed.

• "neÊcenterÊlineÊisÊLro�en\ -assing is allowed only on the side with the
broHen line.

• 	othÊcenterÊlinesÊareÊLro�en\ -assing is allowed on both sides.

Note� �ll passing must be completed before the center lines are solid again.
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GASS ONCP NHEN SAFE
*ost passing should be on the left. -assing on the right is allowed only on roads 
with more than one lane going in the same direction	 if vehicles on the roadway 
are moving in two or more substantially continuous lines or when the motorist 
ahead is maHing a left turn and there is room to pass. Never pass on the right 
shoulder of the road. 1his is against the law. �N.J.0.�. ����
���

� motorist should not pass�
• ,n a hill or a curve or at any time he�she cannot see far enough ahead.

• �t a street crossing or intersection.

• �t a railroad crossing.

• ,n narrow bridges or in underpasses or tunnels.

• 4hen a sign prohibits passing or center lines restrict passing.

• 4hen behind a vehicle that has stopped to let a pedestrian cross.

 � BEEGING TO THE RIGHT
1he laws of New Jersey reNuire motorists to Heep to the right	 eUcept when 
passing. *otorists must drive on the right half of the roadway unless driving on 
a one
way street. *otorists must drive a vehicle as close as possible to the right

hand edge or curb of the roadway	 eUcept when overtaHing and passing another 
vehicle. �N.J.0.�. ����
���

,n a multi
lane roadway	 motorists must drive in the lane nearest to the right

hand edge or curb of the roadway when the lane is available for travel	 eUcept when 
overtaHing another vehicle or in preparation for a left turn. �N.J.0.�. ����
���

 � PIECDING THE RIGHT$OF$NAP
�lthough laws govern the right
of
way	 a motorist should always be prepared to 
yield. 1hese basic rules always apply� 

• mergencÞÊvehicles\ when police cars	 fire engines and ambulances 
are giving warning signs �sirens	 flashing lights�.

• /rains� when a train is approaching a railroad crossing.

• 	Õses\ when re
entering the flow of traffic

• *ostalÊvehicles\ when vehicle is seeHing to re
enter the flow of traffic

• �otoriâeỀorÊmoLilitÞ-assistanceỀevices\Êwhen in a crosswalH or 
seeHing to cross a road.

• "therÊvehiclesÊthatÊareÊalreàÞÊinÊtheÊintersection.Ê

http://www.njmvc.gov


 � GEDESTRIANS IN A :ROSSNACB
New Jersey has eUperienced a large number of pedestrian inGury crashes and 
fatalities	 as compared to the nation as a whole. 1he most important pedestrian 
safety message for New Jersey residents is� *èestrianÊsafetÞÊisÊaÊsharèÊ
res«onsiLilitÞ. 1here is no single cause of crashes involving pedestrians. 
-edestrians and motorists must all do their part to Heep pedestrians safe.

� motorist must�
• 0top for pedestrians in crosswalHs. #ailure to stop carries a fine of up to 
��	 up to �� days in Gail	 community service	 a driving privilege 
suspension of up to � months and � points. �N.J.0.� ����
���

• 4atch for pedestrians when turning right on red.

• ,bey speed limits.

• �e sure not to blocH or parH in crosswalHs.

• (eep the vehicle�s windshield clean for maUimum visibility.

• �e alert for pedestrians at all times.

• �e aware of areas where pedestrians are most liHely to appear �near 
schools	 town centers	 residential neighborhoods	 parHs�.

• Never pass another vehicle that has stopped for a pedestrian.

• 0top for all pedestrians in a crosswalH	 even if they began
crossing with a proper signal and they are still in the crosswalH when the 
signal changes.

• /emember that pedestrians are the most vulnerable roadway users. 
*otorists will be held responsible for maintaining pedestrian safety.

 � INTERSE:TIONS
�n intersection is where two or more roads cross or merge at angles. �s most 
collisions occur at intersections	 a motorist should be aware of the three types 
of intersections and Hnow how to safely navigate through them. � single solid 
white line across a road at an intersection means that a motorist must stop 
behind the line for a traffic signal or sign.

:ONTROCCED
�n intersection is controlled if there are traffic signals or signs in any direction 
or controlled by a police officer. � motorist must obey the signals and signs. �t 
a controlled intersection	 a motorist must yield for certain conditions. �t a multi

way stop or stop intersection	 a motorist must yield to the motorist on the right if 
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both motorists get there at the same time. � motorist should also yield to another 
motorist already stopped at the intersection. �t an intersection controlled by a 
yield sign	 a motorist must slow down and yield to traffic on the intersecting 
roadway	 even if he�she has to stop. 4hen maHing a left turn at an intersection	 
a motorist must yield to oncoming traffic and to stop for pedestrians within the 
crosswalH. 

� motorist is prohibited from entering or crossing an intersecting street marHed 
with a stop sign unless he or she first brings the vehicle to a complete 
stop at a point within five feet of the nearest crosswalH or stop line marHed 
upon the pavement at the near side of the intersection street. 1he motorist may 
only proceed after yielding the right
of
way to all traffic on the intersection 
street	 which is so close as to constitute an immediate haWard.

Note� !riving on private property to avoid a traffic signal or sign is a motor vehicle 
violation. �N.J.0.�.����
��.��

LN:ONTROCCED
�n intersection is uncontrolled when two or more roads Goin and there is no traffic 
signal or regulatory device. � motorist must be very careful when approaching 
these types of intersections. *ost of the time there will be a warning sign prior to 
reaching the intersection. �s a motorist nears a crossroad that is not controlled	 he�
she must reduce speed and be ready to stop if any traffic is coming from the right 
or left. � motorist coming from a private road or driveway must yield to all traffic on 
the main road �although a motorist can never be sure that will occur�. �s a general 
rule	 the vehicle on the left should yield to the vehicle on the right. 4hen a traffic 
signal is not illuminated because of a power failure or other malfunction	 the traffic 
signal is observed as a �
way stop signal. �N.J.0.�. ����
���

9CIND
�uildings	 parHed vehicles or bushes may obstruct a motorist�s line of sight. ,n 
rural roadways	 trees or crops may obstruct a motorist�s line of sight. � motorist 
should always slow down or stop completely to maHe sure there is no cross 
traffic before proceeding. 

TRAFFI: :IR:CE
1here are no set rules for driving into	 around and out of a traffic circle in New 
Jersey.  ommon sense and caution must prevail at all times. &n most cases	 the 
circle�s historically established traffic flow pattern dictates who has the right
of
 
way. &f a maGor highway flows into and through the circle	 it usually dominates the 
traffic flow pattern and commands the right
of
way. 1raffic control signs	 such 

http://www.njmvc.gov


Merging Lanes

USE TURN SIGNAL

 SPEED UP TO FLOW OF TRAFFIC

 SLOW TO SPEED LIMIT OF EXIT LANE

USE TURN SIGNAL

AVOID STOPPING IN THE ENTRY AND EXIT LANES

BDMN_merging_lanes_110907

as stop or yield signs	 at the entrances to the circle also govern which motorist 
has the right
of
way. Never enter a traffic circle without checHing all signs and 
determining the intentions of the motorists already moving within the circle. 

4henever a motorist is in doubt concerning who has the right
of
way in a circle	 
he�she should eUercise eUtreme caution and remember the basic rule governing 
any uncontrolled intersection� 1he vehicle to the left yields the right
of
way to 
the vehicle approaching from the right.

 � ENTERING HIGHNAPS# GARBNAPS AND 
TLRNGIBES
%ighways	 parHways and turnpiHes are high
speed �up to �� mph� divided road

ways and generally have multiple lanes. 1raffic on each side of the divide will 
travel in only one direction. 1here are no direct intersections. *otorists enter 
these roadways by way of acceleration lanes	 which are eUtra lanes at highway 
entrances used by motorists to speed up to Goin the flow of traffic. � motorist 
must yield to traffic already traveling on the main road before moving into the 
proper lane. 
(eep the following points in mind when entering a highway	 parHway or turnpiHe�

• ,bey posted advisory speed limits �if any� at the entrance ramp.

• 0peed up to the flow of traffic when leaving the acceleration lane.
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Merging Lanes

USE TURN SIGNAL

 SPEED UP TO FLOW OF TRAFFIC

 SLOW TO SPEED LIMIT OF EXIT LANE

USE TURN SIGNAL

AVOID STOPPING IN THE ENTRY AND EXIT LANES

BDMN_merging_lanes_110907

• �void coming to a complete stop in the acceleration lane.

• 6ield to traffic and enter the right
hand lane when safe.

 � CEAMING HIGHNAPS# GARBNAPS AND
TLRNGIBES
&n most cases	 eUit ramps or deceleration lanes	 which are eUtra lanes at a 

highway eUit	 are located on the right
hand side of the roadway. � motorist 
should always watch for signs that direct where to eUit the roadway. &f a motorist 
misses an eUit ramp on a highway	 parHway or turnpiHe	 he�she should go to the 
neUt eUit. 

(eep the following points in mind when leaving a highway	 parHway or turnpiHe�
• 0tart slowing down when entering a deceleration lane.

• ,bey the posted advisory speed limit of the deceleration lane

• 4hen the eUit is located on the left of a roadway	 looH
for signs that will direct traffic to the proper lane for eUiting.

• &f you miss an eUit	 go on to the neUt one.

• Never bacH up on an eUit ramp or deceleration lane.

http://www.njmvc.gov


 � SGE:IAC HIGHNAP# GARBNAP AND TLRNGIBE
:ONDITIONS
NEAME CANE
� weave lane is both an entrance and an eUit for an eUpressway. 1raffic may come 
onto and leave the eUpressway at the same location. 1his traffic weave causes 
conflicts	 both for motorists using a weave lane and those on the eUpressway 
and entrance ramp �in terms of speed and space adGustments�. 1he motorist  
entering from the entrance ramp must yield the right
of
way to the motorist 
leaving the eUpressway. 

HIGHNAPS THROLGH :ITIES
1he volume of traffic may increase dramatically. 0peeds may slow to a crawl.  
� motorist should drive in the left or center lane to avoid merge conflicts during 
rush hour. � motorist should search for eUits early and adGust position for eUit. 

DISA9CED MEHI:CES
4hen seeing a disabled vehicle ahead	 a motorist should reduce speed and 
increase the space between his�her vehicle and the disabled vehicle. 1his 
may involve changing lanes. �e alert for pedestrians	 tow trucHs and�or police 
vehicles. &f a motorist�s vehicle becomes disabled	 he�she must� 

• -ull off as far as possible onto the shoulder or median.
• 1urn on emergency flashers.
• /aise the hood to signal for assistance.
• 0tay in the vehicle and locH the doors.
• &f available	 use a cell phone to call for help.
• �sH anyone who stops to go to a phone and call for assistance.
• Not get into a stranger�s vehicle.

:ONSTRL:TION AREAS

� motorist should always stay alert for construction
area warning signs. 4hen 
coming across these areas	 a motorist should adGust speed and adGust position 
to maintain space around his�her vehicle. 

TOCC 9OOTHS
� motorist should stay alert for toll booth signs and begin reducing speed early	 as 
traffic may be bacHed up at the booth. $reen lights or signals will highlight open 
booths. � motorist should be aware of "7 -ass booths and lanes	 including high




SA
FE

 D
RI

VI
N

G
 R

U
LE

S 
&

 R
EG

U
LA

TI
O

N
S

��

NEW JERSEY DRIVER MANUAL       www.njmvc.gov

speed "7 -ass lanes. 4hen eUiting toll booths	 a motorist should search traffic 
to both sides for merging potential	 accelerate smoothly and adGust speed.

 � :LRMES
&t is important for a motorist to adGust steering and speed when approaching a 
curve in the road because vehicles tend to Heep going straight. 1he best way to 
enter a curve is to slow down before entering and avoid drifting into another lane. 
� motorist should always watch for vehicles that may drift into his�her lane as well. 
 hecH for  urve �head warning signs and recommended speeds.

 � INTER:HANGES
!ivided roadways are built for eUpress traffic. 1o ease traffic flow	 there are 
usually no traffic lights or direct intersections. 1o enter or eUit such an eUpressway	  
a cloverleaf turn is often necessary. � motorist should watch for entrance and 
eUit signs and drive slowly in the circle	 obeying the posted speed limit. 

http://www.njmvc.gov


Right Turn

USE TURN SIGNAL

STAY IN LANE

DO NOT CROSS
DIVIDING LINE

BDMN_right_turn_110907

SLOW DOWN

 � TLRNING REGLCATIONS

RIGHT TLRN ON RED
2nless a No 1urn on /ed sign is posted	 New Jersey law authoriWes a right 
turn on a red light after a motorist comes to a full stop and checHs for traffic. � 
motorist must yield to all oncoming traffic and pedestrians before turning right at a 
red light. !ifficult
to
see vehicles	 such as bicycles and mopeds	 may have a green 
light	 so it is important for a motorist to be aware of their presence. �N.J.0.�. ����

���� �lways use a proper turn signal at least � feet before maHing any turn	 and
cancel the signal after completing the turn. �N.J.0.�. ����
����

RIGHT TLRNS �N.J.0.�. ����
����
1o maHe a safe right turn	 a motorist should approach the intersection as far to 
the right as possible	 Heeping near to the curb or parHed vehicles. 1he motorist 
should not swing outward or into another lane while maHing the right turn. %e�
she should drive up to the turn as far to the right as possible	 Heeping close to 
the right curb or parHed vehicles at the curb. 1his vehicle positioning prior to a 
right turn reduces the chance of another vehicle being in the space on the right 
as the motorist maHes the turn. %e�she should not swing into the wrong lane 
while maHing the turn. 



SA
FE

 D
RI

VI
N

G
 R

U
LE

S 
&

 R
EG

U
LA

TI
O

N
S

��

NEW JERSEY DRIVER MANUAL      www.njmvc.gov

Left Turn: Cutting Corners

USE TURN SIGNAL

YIELD TO
ONCOMING
TRAFFIC

DON’T CUT CORNERS

BDMN_left_turn_110907

CEFT TLRNS �N.J.0.�. ����
����
�eftÊtÕrns]ÊtwoÊvehicles\ 4hen two vehicles meet at an intersection and both 
have signaled to turn left	 eUtra caution must be applied. 4hen safe	 each 
motorist should turn to the left of the center of the intersection.

�eftÊtÕrnÊfromÊaÊone-waÞÊroàÊonÊtoÊaÊone-waÞÊroà\ �pproaching the turn 
in the left lane	 the motorist should turn into the left lane of the road he�she  
is entering.

�eftÊtÕrnÊfromÊaÊtwo-waÞÊroàÊontoÊaÊtwo-waÞÊroà\ �pproach the turn as 
close as possible to the line nearest to the center of the road. 4hen turning	 the 
vehicle should not cross lane marHings. 1he motorist should Heep to the right of 
the center line of the road that the vehicle is entering. 

http://www.njmvc.gov


Left Turn: Four Lane

BDMN_leftturn_4lane_110907

YIELD TO
ONCOMING
TRAFFIC

USE TURN SIGNAL

DON’T
TURN WIDE

�eftÊtÕrns]ÊLetweenÊintersections\ �etween intersections	 solid lines show 
when not to pass. %owever	 these lines may be crossed with care when entering 
or leaving driveways in business or residential areas.

�eftÊtÕrnÊfromÊaÊtwo-waÞÊroàÊontoÊaÊfoÕr-laneÊhighwaÞ\Ê�pproach the turn 
as close to the center line of the right side of the road as possible. *aHe the turn
before reaching the center of the intersection. 

&t is important not to cross lane marHings. 1he motorist should turn into the lane 
nearest the center line of the right side of the other road. 1his is the passing lane 
of the four
lane highway. 4hen traffic permits	 the motorist should move to the 
right	 out of the passing lane. 

 � STOGGING REGLCATIONS
0igns	 signals and traffic rules indicate when a motorist must stop. � motorist 
should never try to beat a traffic light change. � motorist must be careful even 
if the light is changing to green �fresh green light�. 1here may be other vehicles 
coming through or still in the intersection. *ost accidents at traffic signals 
happen in the first few seconds after the light has changed. 4hen a yellow light 
follows a green light	 a motorist must stop before entering the intersection	 unless 
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yellow appears when the vehicle is too close to stop safely. &f the light changes while  
a driver is already in the intersection	 he�she should go through with caution. �e 
alert for a stale green light; this is a light that has been green for some time. 

�e prepared for it to change to yellow and then red. 0low down and  
stop accordingly.

�ÊmotoristÊmÕstÊsto«\
• �t an intersection with a stop sign.

• �t an intersection with a red light either flashing or illuminated.

• �t an intersection with a yellow light after a green	 unless too
close to stop safely.

• 4hen a traffic officer orders the vehicle to stop.

• 4hen there is a yield sign	 and traffic does not permit a safe merge.

• 4hen a school bus is picHing up or letting off children and�or the red 
lights are flashing.

• 4hen coming from an alley	 private driveway or building.

• �t a bridge span that is about to open for boat traffic.

• #or a blind pedestrian using a white or metallic walHing cane	
or a trained guide dog	 or a guide dog instructor engaged in instructing 
a guide dog.

• #or a pedestrian in a crosswalH or at an intersection.

• #or a motoriWed wheelchair or mobility
assistance device in a crosswalH 
or at an intersection.

0ingle white stop lines show motorists where to stop at stop signs or traffic signals.

STOG AT RAICROAD :ROSSINGS
1o ensure public safety	 the New Jersey !epartment of 1ransportation �NJ!,1� and 
railroad companies marH public highway rail
grade crossings	 also Hnown as railroad 
crossings with one or more warning devices. 4arning devices include advance 
warning signs	 pavement marHings in front of a railroad crossing	 flashing red lights 
�usually on railroad crossing signs�	 gates or gates with flashing red lights	 ringing 
bells and flag signals.

� motorist must stop at least �� feet from railroad crossings when there are flashing  
red lights	 ringing bells	 descending or lowered gates	 or flag signals. #lashing red 
lights	 ringing bells	 descending gates or gates that have already been lowered 
indicate that a train is coming and a motorist must stop. � motorist should never  
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School Bus

CARS MUST STOP 25 FEET
AWAY FROM SCHOOL BUS

BVMN_schoolbus_110907

cross until the gates have been raised	 the bells have stopped ringing and the 
red lights have stopped flashing. �N.J.0.�. ����
���.��. Never race a train. � 
motorist can underestimate the speed and distance of trains. *ost trains need 
more than a mile to stop if traveling at � mph or more.

-«ecialÊ
ircÕmstances\
0ome vehicles	 such as school buses	 buses or vehicles carrying haWardous 
materials	 must always stop at railroad crossings. 4hen driving behind one 
of these vehicles	 a motorist must be prepared to stop	 even if signals do not 
indicate a train is coming. �N.J.0.�. ����
����

� motorist should never stop his�her vehicle on railroad tracHs. 4hen crossing 
railroad tracHs	 a motorist should maHe sure there is room on the other side to 
get completely across. &f warning devices activate while a motorist is crossing 
railroad tracHs	 he�she should immediately proceed to the other side.

STOG FOR S:HOOC 9LSES �N.J.0.�. ����
���.�� 

� motorist must stop for a school bus with flashing red lights. 0tate law reNuires 
motorists to stop at least �� feet away if he�she is traveling on a two
lane road 
or on a multi
lane highway where lanes are only separated by lines or on a 
privately maintained road. 4hen traveling on a dual
lane highway	 a motorist 
should slow to � mph if on the other side of a safety island or raised median. 
0chool buses are eNuipped with yellow �or amber� and red flashing lights. 1he 
yellow �or amber� lights go on before the bus stops	 and the red lights go on 
when it has stopped. %owever	 a motorist should not depend on these lights	   
if driving behind a school bus. 1hey could be malfunctioning.
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4hen a bus stops	 all motorists traveling behind or approaching it must stop 
their vehicles at least �� feet away. � motorist should only proceed after the bus 
signals have been turned off	 and even then	 he�she must watch for children or 
persons who have developmental disabilities.

&f a school bus has stopped directly in front of a school to picH up or let off children 
or persons with developmental disabilities	 a motorist may pass from either 
direction at a speed of no more than � mph.

 STOG FOR FROQEN DESSERT TRL:BS �N.J.0.�. ����
���.��

4hen approaching or overtaHing an ice cream or froWen dessert trucH from 
either direction	 and the trucH is flashing red lights and posting a stop signal 
arm	 a motorist must�

• 6ield the right
of
way to any person who is crossing the roadway to
or from the trucH.

• 4atch out for children and be prepared to stop.

• 0top	 then drive past the trucH at a slow speed of no more than �� mph.

�motoristneednotstoponadualhighwayifhe�sheisontheothersideofa
safetyislandorraisedmedian.

GLCC OMER AND STOG FOR EDERGEN:P MEHI:CES 
NewJerseylawreNuiresallmotoriststoyieldtoemergencyvehicleswhen
theysoundsirensand�or flashingredand�orblueemergencylights.�motorist
shouldsteertotheeUtremerightoftheroadway	stopandwaitforthevehicleto
pass.�fterward	themotoristshouldHeepatleast�feetbehindasignaling
emergencyvehicle.�N.J.0.�.����
���

-olicecars	firetrucHs	ambulancesorotheremergencyvehicleshavesirens
andredlights.-rivatevehiclesoperatedbyvolunteerfireandrescuesNuad
members�withemergencyvehicleidentification�respondingtoanemergency
callusebluelights.�motoristshouldneverparHwithin�feetofafire
departmentvehicleinserviceordriveoverafirehoseunlessdirectedtodoso
bya fire	emergencyrescueorpoliceofficial.

http://www.njmvc.gov
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	ra�eÊlights\ 1hese lights become brighter when a motorist applies the braHes	 
showing that the vehicle is slowing or stopping.

�nterimÊoverheà®Êlights\ #ound inside the vehicle	 these types of lights 
should be used only briefly �when necessary� when driving or to comply with a 
police officer�s reNuest to illuminate the motorist�s compartment of the vehicle 
when stopped. 

�ashLoar̀Êlights\Ê&f dashboard lights are too bright	 they may create a glare 
for the motorist and impede vision. 1he lights should be Hept dim but still light 
enough for a motorist to read the dials.

-«otlights\ 1hese types of lights should be used only in emergencies. 1his also 
applies to emergency flashers �haWard lights�. 0potlights may not be used for 
driving purposes.

�ogÊlights\ 1hese auUiliary driving lights may be used with low
beam headlights 
to provide general lighting ahead of a motor vehicle	 specifically during foggy 
weather conditions. �N.J.�. . ����
��.���

 � GARBING REGLCATIONS
� motorist should always checH for traffic when leaving a vehicle after parHing. 
%e�she should also checH for bicycles or mopeds	 which are sometimes difficult 
to see	 before opening the driver
side door and eUiting the vehicle. � motorist 
opening a door into traffic may be liable for any collision with a moving vehicle. &t is 
safer for passengers to eUit a parHed vehicle from the curb side. � motorist should 
read parHing signs before parHing on a city street to be aware of restrictions or 
time limits. &t is illegal for a vehicle to be parHed more than siU inches from the curb 
�N.J.0.�. ����
����. Never parH where a vehicle will blocH traffic. 

DO NOT GARB �N.J.0.�. ����
����
2nless directed to do so by a police officer or to avoid an accident	 a motorist 
should never stop or parH at any of the following places�

• ,n a crosswalH.

• �etween a safety Wone for pedestrians and the adGacent curb or within 
� feet of the end of the safety Wone. 

http://www.njmvc.gov


• Near properly marHed street construction.

• &n a space on public or private property marHed for vehicle parHing for 
persons with a disability �unless legally authoriWed�.

• ,n an interstate highway.

• ,n a sidewalH.

• &n a bus stop Wone.

• &n front of a public or private driveway.

• 4ithin an intersection.

• 4ithin � feet of a fire hydrant.

• 4ithin �� feet of a crosswalH at an intersection	 or side line of a street 
or intersection highway	 eUcept at alleys.

• 4ithin � feet of a railroad crossing.

• 4ithin � feet of a stop sign.

• 4ithin � feet of the driveway entrance to any fire station and within �� 
feet on the street opposite a fire station entrance.

• ,n any bridge or elevated roadway or in any tunnel.

• NeUt to another vehicle parHed at the curb �double parHing�.

• &n an area where parHing is prohibited by municipal ordinance. 

&n case of mechanical trouble or other emergency	 a motorist should stop on the 
right highway shoulder and turn on emergency flashers.

 � :ECCLCAR TECEGHONES
0tate law prohibits the use of handheld electronic devices �e.g.	 cellular 
telephones� while driving a motor vehicle on any public road or highway. 
2sing a handheld cellular telephone or teUting device is a primary offense. 
)aw enforcement may stop and cite a motorist specifically for these actions. 
*otorists are permitted to use a hands
free cellular telephone if it does not 
interfere with any federally reNuired safety eNuipment or with the safe operation 
of the vehicle. �lthough the use of a hands
free cellular telephone is legal	 it is 
strongly discouraged. � handheld cellular telephone may be used only in certain 
emergency situations	 which include�

• #ire.

• 1raffic accident.
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• 0erious road haWard.

• *edical emergency.

• %aWardous material emergency.

*otorists in the above
mentioned circumstances must Heep one hand 
on the steering wheel while using a handheld telephone. 1o prove 
legal use of a handheld telephone while operating a motor vehicle	 a 
motorist may be asHed to produce testimony or written statements from 
appropriate authorities	 or telephone records. 1he fine for breaHing this 
law is ��
�� for a first offense	 ��
�� for a second offense 
within � years of the first offense	 ��
�� for a third offense 
within � years of the second offense and for all subseNuent offenses. 
A person convicted of a third or subsequent violation shall also be 
assessed three motor vehicle penalty points. (N.J.S.A. 3���
��.��. 1here
may be a �
day license suspension as well.

“Kulesh’s, Kuberts’, and Bolis’ Law,” enacted in 2012, establishes illegal 
use of a cell phone while driving as recklessness under the vehicular 
homicide �N.J.0.�.� ��1-5) and assault by auto �N.J.0.�.� ���
1) statutes. The 
intent and effect of this law is to make it easier for prosecutors to obtain 
convictions for vehicular homicide or assault by auto against a person who 
illegally uses a cell phone while driving and, as a result, kills or injures someone.

A graduated driver license (GDL) holder may not use a handheld 
or  hands-free cellular telephone, or any other handheld electronic device, 
when behind the wheel. Doing so is a violation of GDL restrictions. (N.J.S.A. 
����
13, ����
��.�a	 3���
��.��

A school bus driver may not use a handheld or hands-free cellular telephone 
while operating the school bus, except in an emergency situation or when the 
school bus is parked in a safe area off of a highway. (N.J.S.A. 39:3B-25)

� CITTERING
Throwing trash, debris or rubbish from a moving or parked vehicle is illegal. 
Litter is a safety hazard and an eyesore. Fines of up to $1,000 may be imposed 
on motorists found throwing dangerous objects from a vehicle onto a roadway. If 
the vehicle is moving when litter is thrown, the motorist may lose his/her license. 
All trash, debris or rubbish carried in a vehicle must be covered to keep it from 
littering the roadway. (N.J.S.A. 39:4-63, 39:4-64)

http://www.njmvc.gov
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 � GREMENT A :OCCISION
*ost collisions are caused by motorist error. � motorist can reduce the chances 
of a collision by Hnowing and using the standard collision
prevention formula�

	eÊalert\ÊNever thinH the other motorist will not maHe a driving mistaHe.

	eÊ«re«arè\Ê)earn what to do in any situation when you have to act fast	 and 
always eUpect the uneUpected.

�ctÊinÊtime\Ê1ry not to panic. (now what to do if something happens suddenly.

 � AGGRESSIME DRIMING&ROAD RAGE
"motions can greatly affect a motorist�s ability to drive. &f a motorist is angry or 
eUcited	 he�she should taHe time to cool off. �ggressive driving is a progression 
of unlawful driving actions including	 but not limited to	 uneUpectedly altering the 
speed of a vehicle	 maHing improper or erratic traffic lane changes	 disregarding 
traffic control devices	 failing to yield the right of way and following another 
vehicle too closely.

 • 2neUpectedly altering the speed of a vehicle is counterproductive to the
goal of safely operating a motor vehicle. 1he speed limit should always
be obeyed	 as failure to do so can result in accidents	 inGuries	 and even
fatalities. 1hough some people may assume that it is safer to go slower
than the other vehicles	 it is actually important to Heep up with the flow of
traffic	 as doing so helps create a safe environment for all those on the road.

 • *aHing improper and�or erratic traffic lane changes can result in collisions	
and so	 when attempting to change lanes	 it is imperative that the rear
and

side view mirrors are utiliWed	 the turn signals are properly and responsibly
employed	 and that ample warning time is provided to other drivers in
advance of any lane change. �dditionally	 the vehicle should be Hept in
the center of the lane at all times	 as veering to either side can disrupt the
safe flow of traffic	 cause other drivers to swerve	 and ultimately result in
accidents.

 • !isregarding traffic control devices can result in collisions	 and therefore	
they should always be obeyed. &t is important for a driver to pay attention
to traffic control devices and proceed with the proper protocol for a given
circumstance. #or eUample	 remember to stop at red lights. � right turn on
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red is permissible provided there is no sign stating otherwise; however	 
one must first come to a full stop and yield to traffic and pedestrians. �n 
inadeNuate stop or failure to yield could result in inGury or fatality to the 
driver and�or pedestriansò 

• #ailing to yield the right of way is a common	 but potentially fatal	
mistaHe. Drivers should always yield the right of way, including but not
limited to oncoming traffic. Keep an eye out for yield signs, school buses
flashing red lights and other situations in which a driver must yield to
promote roadway safety.

• Following another vehicle too closely increases the chances of a collision if	 
for any reason	 that vehicle comes to a sudden or otherwise unanticipated
stop, or if driving conditions are less than ideal, be it due to external factors 
such as rain, snow, or fog, or internal determinants like inadequate braHes. &t
is important to keep a safe distance between vehicles, do not tailgate	 to
allow sufficient reaction time and safe stopping distance. It is a good 
practice to use the “three-second-plus rule,” (see following pages) to help 
judge sufficient following distances. Be sure to check that the vehicle�s 
breaks are always in optimal operating condition.

�ggressive drivers fail to consider how their actions behind the wheel may affect 
other motorists on the road. 4hen behind the wheel	 a motorist should always 
remain calm and follow the rules of the road. "Utreme cases of aggressive 
driving may lead to road rage.

/oad rage occurs when motorists lose their tempers or become frustrated 
because of a traffic disturbance. 1hese aggressive motorists may run stop signs 
and red lights	 speed	 tailgate	 weave through traffic	 pass illegally on the right	 
maHe improper and unsafe lane changes	 maHe hand or facial gestures	 scream	 
honH horns or flash high beams. &n eUtreme cases	 aggressive motorists may  
cause a collision.

New Jersey is waging a campaign against road rage. 1he state has specially 
trained enforcement patrols to help stop aggressive motorists. 1o report an 
aggressive motorist call ����� 0�#
/,�! or cell phone ô��. 

Note� 4hile there are emergency eUceptions to the hand held cellular phone 
law	 it is always safest to pull over to the side of the road before maHing a call. 

http://www.njmvc.gov


 � DISTRA:TIONS
,perating any motor vehicle reNuires the motorist�s full attention. &n many 
cases	 collisions are caused by a distracted motorist. &nattentive motorists 
often tailgate	 go too fast or drift out of their lanes. 1hey ignore traffic signs 
and signals	 road marHings	 potential traffic haWards	 road conditions and other 
vehicles. 0ome causes of inattentive driving are�

• )ighting a cigarette.

• 1rying to fasten a safety belt while driving.

• /eaching across the seat to close a door or looH in the glove compartment.

• /eaching for coins in pocHets while driving up to a toll booth.

• 1rying to adGust a wristwatch.

• 4atching children or pets in the vehicle.

• 1rying to remove a coat.

• /eading maps and newspapers.

• "ating while driving.

• �dGusting a mirror while driving.

• 2sing a cellular phone or any other electronic device.

• �dGusting the radio or  ! player.

• 0having.

• 2sing a laptop computer or faU machine.

• �pplying maHeup.

� motorist should never do any of these while driving. %is�her full attention must 
be on the road at all times. 

 � TIRED DRIMER&HIGHNAP HPGNOSIS
� tired driver is a dangerous driver. � tired driver cannot drive well and his�her 
reaction time is reduced. 1he motorist may also get upset more easily or even fall 
asleep behind the wheel. � tired driver can be as dangerous as a drunH driver. 
*aggie�s )aw	 which was enacted in June ��	 maHes it illegal to Hnowingly drive 
a vehicle while impaired by lacH of sleep. 1his law establishes driving while fatigued 
as recHlessness under the vehicular homicide statute �N.J.0.�. � ���
��.

4hen a motorist has been behind the wheel for a long time	 he�she may eUperience 
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dhighway hypnosis.r 1his trance
liHe state may be avoided by not looHing at any 
one thing for more than a few seconds. &t is recommended that a motorist rest 
every two hours and�or share the driving with another licensed motorist.

DRONSP DRIMING Æ NHO IS DOST AT RISB6 
*otorists who are�

• 0leep deprived.

• !riving long distances without rest breaHs.

• !riving through the night or at other times when they are normally asleep.

• 1aHing medicine that increases sleepiness	 or drinHing alcohol.

• !riving alone.

• !riving on long	 rural	 boring roads.

• 6oung people.

• 0hift worHers.

•  ommercial drivers.

 � :ODDLNI:ATING AND DRIMING
 ommunicate with other motorists by all available means and signals. � motorist 
should always stay in the lane that shows where he�she intends to turn. 1urn 
signals �hand signals� allow a motorist to tell other motorists what he�she is 
going to do. �nother good method is catching other motorists� eyes. &t may be 
necessary to tap the horn to warn other motorists. �t night	 a NuicH flip of the 
headlights from low to high and bacH to low might be helpful.

� motorist should always be patient in town or city traffic and try not to maHe 
NuicH turns or lane changes. !o not let rush
hour traffic become irritating. �e 
alert and drive defensively. �lways use good Gudgment in stopping	 starting and 
turning. (nowing all traffic rules	 signs and signals is helpful. &f a motorist must 
pull off the road	 he�she should always turn on the vehicle�s emergency flashers 
�haWard lights�.

 � BEEG A SAFE DISTAN:E&DO NOT TAICGATE
� motorist should always Heep a safe distance from other vehicles on the road 
so that he�she has plenty of time to react to emergencies. 1ailgating refers to 
following too closely behind a vehicle directly in front. 1his is a common cause 
of accidents. 1ailgating can cause a series of rear
end collisions when many 

http://www.njmvc.gov
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1ry the rule while driving. &t can help a motorist develop good Gudgment for proper 
following distances. !uring bad weather	 the time interval should be increased 
to four or more seconds.

 � FOCCONING DISTAN:ES
4hile Heeping the proper following distance in traffic	 the motorist should 
always Hnow the condition of his�her vehicle�s braHes. 1est them often. *aHe 
sure of the distance it might taHe to stop. 1his is very important on wet roads and 
where there is snow or ice. � motorist should always increase following distance 
with poor road conditions.

DINIDLD SAFE FOCCONING DISTAN:E �in car lengths�

 � :HANGING CANES AND GASSING
2sing the proper lane is an important part of defensive driving. !o not straddle  
a lane. �e alert to traffic behind. 4hen a lane change must be made	 looH at the 
rearview mirror. $lance behind to checH blind spots. �lways signal lane changes. 
�efore passing a vehicle or changing lanes	 Heep the following points in mind�

• ,nly pass or change lanes when necessary.

• ,nly pass or change lanes if it can be completed without speeding.

• (eep a safe following distance; do not tailgate.

•  hecH traffic ahead and behind.

• ,nly pass when signs and pavement marHings permit.

• 0ignal every lane change.

• 0ignal your return to the right lane.

• /eturn to the right lane when well ahead of the vehicle that was passed.
�� good indication that it is safe to return to the right lane is when the 
vehicle that was passed is visible in the rearview mirror.�

•  ancel the turn signal. 

,oàÊcoǹition ÓäÊm«h ÎäÊm«h {äÊm«h xäÊm«h

�̀eal 2 car lengths 3 4 5

7etÊ«avement 4 car lengths 6 8 10

�ravel 4 car lengths 6 8 10

*ac�èÊsnow 6 car lengths 9 12

�ce 12 car lengths 18

http://www.njmvc.gov


Hydroplaning

35 MPH
OR MORE

35 MPH 
OR LESS

BVMN_hydroplaning_110907

 � GASSED 9P ANOTHER MEHI:CE
4hen a motorist is passed by another vehicle	 he�she must be careful. 0tay in the 
proper lane and slow down to maHe the pass easier for the other motorist. /eturn 
to normal speed after the passing vehicle is well ahead. �N.J.0.�. ����
���

 � ROAD :ONDITIONS

NET ROADS
!rive more slowly on wet roads. 0topping and turning should be completed with 
great care. 1he three
seconds
plus rule should be increased to four or more 
seconds. .uicH turns or changes in speed may cause a vehicle to sHid.

/oad surfaces are the most slippery during the first few minutes of a rainfall. 4hen 
driving through a water puddle	 a motorist should test the braHes by pumping 
them. 1his will also help to dry the braHes. 0peed should be decreased when 
passing through water puddles	 especially those deeper than the tread of a tire.

HPDROGCANING
4et road surfaces can cause tires to hydroplane	 or ride up on a film of water	 
starting at about �� mph	 which could cause a motorist to lose control of his�her 
vehicle.  hances of hydroplaning increase as speeds increase. �fter �� mph	 
tires may totally leave the road surface. &f tires totally leave the road surface	
braHing is virtually impossible	 and turning is not possible. � gust of wind	 a 
change in road level or a slight turn can create a sHid if a vehicle is hydroplaning. 
1o avoid hydroplaning	 do not drive on bald or badly worn tires	 and slow down 
when heavy rain	 standing water or slush is present. &n a heavy rainstorm	 try 
to drive on the highest point of the road. #or eUample	 use the center lane on a 
multiple lane highway	 when available.
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SNON AND I:E
4inter driving has special dangers	 including longer hours of darHness	 fog	 rain	 
snow	 sleet and ice. "ach of these increases the possibility for an accident. � 
safe motorist is prepared for these types of situations.

�efore driving in cold weather	 start the engine and let it warm up according 
to manufacturer directions. �ll snow and ice must be removed from the entire 
vehicle. New Jersey law states that a motorist is responsible for any ice that 
flies from his�her vehicle and causes death	 inGury or property damage �N.J.0.�. 
����
��.��. �lways maHe sure the vehicle has the proper type of windshield 
washing fluid.

&n snow and ice conditions	 a motorist should taHe precautions and get a feel for 
the road. $ently applying the braHes while driving slowly will allow a motorist to 
find out Gust how slippery the road is. 1his will also allow the motorist to Gudge 
how fast the vehicle can go and still stop safely. � vehicle will sHid if a motorist�

• �ccelerates too NuicHly.

• 1urns too fast.

• �raHes improperly.

*otorists who have a vehicle with antilocH braHes ���0� should Heep a foot on 
the braHe pedal and not pump the braHes.  onventional disc and drum braHes 
reNuire firm	 steady pressure on the braHe pedal. %itting the braHes too hard 
may cause the wheels to locH. &f the braHes do locH	 release the braHe pedal 
and then immediately reapply with slightly less pressure. 1his process should 
be repeated with less and less pressure on the braHe pedal until the vehicle 
is under control. 0now tires help driving during the winter months by providing 
better traction for more controlled starting	 steering and stopping. 0now tires 
do not provide good traction on ice. 1ire chains are the best traction on ice and 
in hard
pacHed or deep snow. &n New Jersey	 motorists may use studded snow 
tires between November �� and �pril �.

1o start on snow and ice	 Heep the engine speed low. &f the wheels spin	 a lower 
gear should be used. 4hen stucH	 rocH the vehicle bacH and forth by shifting 
between forward and reverse to escape. 

http://www.njmvc.gov


*otorists are prohibited from allowing their motor vehicles to idle for more than three 
consecutive minutes. �mong the eUceptions for this prohibition include motor vehicles 
stopped in the line of traffic	 motor vehicles being repaired	 motor vehicles waiting to be 
inspected	 emergency vehicles in emergency situations and buses while discharging or 
picHing up passengers. �N.J.�. . ����
��.�	 ����
��.��

 � REDL:ED MISI9ICITP
-oor roadway or weather conditions reNuire motorists to increase following 
distance because rough	 wet or snow
covered roads may reNuire more response 
time. � good rule on snow
covered roads is to maintain a following distance of 
siU seconds or more. 

�rostÊorÊice\ �lways scrape and wipe a vehicle�s windows before starting. 1urn on 
the defroster. &f the defroster does not worH while driving in freeWing rain or snow	 
stop the vehicle.  lose the windows and let the heater warm up the windows.

�og\ �lways slow down when driving in fog. %eadlights should be Hept on low 
beam and fog lights should be turned on	 if the vehicle has them. -avement 
marHings and other vehicle lights can serve as a motorist�s guide.

-ÕnÊglare\ 0un visors should always be adGusted to shield a motorist�s eyes 
without cutting off his�her view of the road. %old the steering wheel firmly and 
slow down. 4atch for lane marHings. 

&n all cases	 if visibility is greatly reduced	 a motorist should stop alongside the 
road or on the shoulder	 out of the way of traffic	 and turn on emergency flashers.

 � NIGHT DRIMING
Nearly � percent of driving decisions are based upon what a motorist sees 
while driving. �t night	 a motorist�s vision is reduced. 1o drive safely at night	 slow 
down and drive within the range of the vehicle�s headlights. � motorist should 
always be sure the vehicle can stop within the distance that he�she sees ahead. 
� motorist should always consider the following factors when driving at night�

• 0peed.

• /eaction distance �distance traveled before hitting the braHe�.

• �raHing distance �distance needed to completely stop vehicle�.
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DRIMING AND STOGGING AT NIGHT

1his table shows the distance the average motorist will need to stop while 
driving at a designated speed using low beams at night. Numbers are based on 
a motorist reaction time of �.� seconds. � vehicle travels �� feet per second at 
� mph. !eceleration is �� feet per second.

,ther safety rules for night driving are�
• !rive with headlights on at dusH	 night	 dawn	 on darH days and whenever
weather conditions reduce visibility to less than � feet. 0tate law reNuires
the headlights to be on when windshield wipers are in use. �N.J.0.�. ����
���

• !rive more slowly than during daylight.

• 4atch for road signs	 slow
moving or unlit vehicles	 bicycles	
pedestrians and animals.

• �llow for more safety margins than you would during daylight.

 � DRIMING SITLATIONS
� motorist will come across a number of different driving situations that have 
their own uniNue safety concerns or reNuirements. � motorist must Hnow how to 
safely navigate his�her vehicle in each of these situations.

:ITP DRIMING
4hen traveling in a city	 heavier traffic and more pedestrians reNuire motorists to 
be very alert. &n city traffic	 a motorist should try to cooperate with other motorists. 
!rive more slowly and watch for the movements of others. *otorists must be more 
careful about pedestrians and less
visible vehicles	 such as bicycles	 mopeds	 
motorcycles	 motoriWed wheelchairs and mobility
assistance vehicles. -edestrians 
and individuals in wheelchairs or mobility
assistance vehicles always have the right


-«eè
,eactionÊ
ìstance

	ra�ingÊ
ìstance

-to««ingÊ
ìstance

20 mph 44 ft 31 ft ., ]k

30 mph 66 ft 69 ft (*, ]k

40 mph 88 ft 123 ft )(( ]k

50 mph 110 ft 192 ft *') ]k

60 mph 132 ft 277 ft +'0 ]k

70 mph 154 ft 376 ft ,*' ]k
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*otorists should be cautious when traveling in farm country or in open land 
where livestocH or deer may cross the road. &f a motorist encounters an animal	 
he�she should slow down until the animal has passed. �nimals maHe uneUpected 
moves	 so a motorist must be alert.

:ONSTRL:TION QONES&NORB QONES �N.J.0.�. ����
��.��
*ost motorists will encounter construction on roadways. &n New Jersey	 traffic 
fines are doubled for motor vehicle violations committed in the area of roadway 
construction Wones. 1hese worH Wones are identified by an advance warning sign 
orflashinglightsonavehicleuptoone
halfmilebeforetheworHarea.#laggers
may control traffic and protect proGect personnel in the worH area. 0ometimes 
it is necessary to redirect traffic from its normal path around the worH Wone. 
*otorists may encounter a detour onto another roadway to bypass the worH area 
or a diversion onto a temporary roadway	 such as a median crossover or a lane 
shift. &f traffic is permitted through or adGacent to the worH area	 it will be guided 
with temporary traffic control devices. �t the end of the worH area	 there will be 
an "nd /oad 4orH sign or the last temporary traffic control device	 so motorists 
can resume normal driving. #or illustrations of signs and barricades used in 
construction Wones	 see the !river 0afety 0ection at the end of this manual.

http://www.njmvc.gov


&t is eUtremely important for motorists to remain alert when traveling through a 
worH Wone. �nnually	 there are nearly � fatal and over ��	 serious inGury 
crashes in worH Wones. &n addition	 congestion and delays may mount	 causing 
the frustration level of motorists to rise. *otorists should Heep the following  
basics in mind�

• -taÞÊalert\Ê!edicate full attention to the roadway.
• *aÞÊcloseÊattention\Ê0igns and worH Wone flaggers save lives.
• /ÕrnÊonÊheàlights\Ê4orHers and other motorists must be able to
see the vehicle.

• �on½tÊtailgate\Ê2neUpected stops or slowing may occur.
• �on½tÊs«ee\̀ÊNote the posted speed limits in and around the worH Wone.
• �inimiâeỀistractions� �void changing radio stations or talHing on
hands
free devices when traveling through a worH Wone.

• Ý«ectÊtheÊÕneÝ«ecte\̀Ê(eep an eye out for worHers and their
eNuipment.

• 	eÊ«atient\Ê/emember that worH
Wone crew members are worHing
to improve the ride for all motorists.

 � REA:TING TO DRIMING GRO9CEDS
� motorist should always be prepared for any problems that he�she may 
encounter while driving.  ertain situations reNuire the motorist to react 
immediately in order to avoid an accident. 

IGNITION SPSTED
1oday�s vehicles are eNuipped with ignition systems that	 when used properly	 
will prevent the theft of an automobile and vehicle rollaway. �n ignition system 
permits Hey removal only when the vehicle�s transmission is in the -arH position. 
*otorists in an emergency situation on the highway may attempt to turn off the 
vehicle while it is still in motion	 believing they will bring the vehicle to a stop. 1he 
basic rule the motorist must follow when operating a vehicle with a steering wheel 
ignition system is to never turn the ignition to the locH position while the vehicle 
is in motion. 1he steering will locH as the vehicle turns	 and the motorist will lose 
control of the vehicle.

SBIDS
0udden turns	 lane changes or hard braHing can throw a vehicle into a sHid. 
1his often happens on wet or icy roads. � motorist should handle a sHid in both 
front
wheel and rear
wheel drive vehicles in the same way. &f the rear end of the 
vehicle starts to slide	 a motorist should taHe his�her foot off the gas pedal. � 
vehicle may spin if the steering wheel is NuicHly turned away from the direction 
of the sHid. 
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1o avoid a spin	 the motorist should turn in the direction the rear of the vehicle 
is sHidding	 without over steering. 4hen sHidding	 a motorist should looH in the 
direction that he�she wants to go. � motorist will be able to feel when the vehicle 
is bacH under control and should then straighten the wheels. !uring a side sHid	 
avoid using the braHes.

EDERGEN:P STOGS
&f an emergency highway stop is necessary	 a motorist should always Heep several 
basic points in mind. ,n a highway with paved shoulders	 signal and turn onto the 
shoulder at or near traffic speed. 1hen begin to slow down. 4here the shoulder 
is unpaved	 signal a turn and slow down to a safe speed before turning off. ,nce 
the vehicle is pulled to the shoulder	 turn on the parHing lights or emergency  
warning lights.

Never blocH tail lights at night by standing or worHing behind the vehicle. !ay or 
night	 put a flare or other warning sign Gust behind the vehicle. -ut another warning 
device at least � feet bacH �about �� paces�. /aise the hood. 1ie a white 
handHerchief to the antenna or left door handle as a signal	 if help is needed.

RLNNING OFF THE GAMEDENT
&f a vehicle�s wheels drift onto the shoulder of the road	 do not try to turn bacH 
onto the pavement right away. 1his might throw the vehicle off balance. 1oo 
often motorists panic and steer abruptly to return to the road	 causing the 
vehicle to slingshot across the roadway or into traffic. &nstead	 a motorist should 
stay on the shoulder and ease up on the gas pedal. �fter the vehicle has slowed 
down to �� mph or less	 the motorist may turn bacH onto the road by turning the 
steering wheel one
Nuarter turn toward the roadway. 1his will allow tires to climb 
the pavement edge and get bacH onto the pavement.

&f a vehicle runs off the pavement� 
•0low down.

•/egain control.

•1urn slowly onto the road.

:AR FIRES
*ost car fires are caused by short circuits in the electrical system. &n case of fire	 
do not waste time. $et passengers out and away from the vehicle at once	 and 
call for help. � motorist should never attempt to put out a fire. 

http://www.njmvc.gov


GCLNGING INTO NATER
4ater causes more panic than any other emergency. �ctual tests have resulted 
in a few tips. � vehicle with windows and doors closed will float for about three 
to ten minutes. 1wo maGor points in escape and self
rescue from a submerged 
vehicle are to wear a seat belt	 which will increase the chances of surviving the 
initial impact of the water	 and	 while the vehicle is still floating on the surface	 
to escape through an open window. &t is hard to open a door against water 
pressure	 but a window can be rolled down easily. -ower windows may short out	 
so try to open them at once. $lass in the side and rear windows can be broHen 
but only with a heavy	 hard obGect.

� front
engine vehicle will sinH nose first. 0ome air may be pushed to the rear	 
near the roof. 4hen the pressure inside and outside the vehicle is eNual	 it is 
easier to open a door. � motorist should try to escape through a door or window. 
/emember that three to five minutes gives plenty of time in an emergency. 
4earing a seat belt is the best insurance against being HnocHed unconscious. 
,nce out of the vehicle	 a motorist may become disoriented underwater. �lways 
remember to follow the air bubbles to reach the surface.

STACCING ON RAICROAD TRA:BS
&f a vehicle stalls on railroad tracHs	 the motorist and any passengers should 
get out and move far away from the vehicle and tracHs	 even if a train is not 
approaching. ,nce clear of the vehicle and tracHs	 a motorist should call the 
number on the "mergency Notification sign posted at the railroad crossing or 
���.&f a train is approaching	 run at a �� degree angle away from the vehicle
and tracHs but in the direction of the train to avoid being inGured by flying debris.

 � MEHI:CE FAICLRE
No matter how well a vehicle is maintained	 there is still a chance a motorist will 
eUperience vehicle problems. � motorist should always be prepared for any type 
of situation and never panic.

9RABE FAICLRE
&f a vehicle�s conventional disc and drum braHes suddenly fail	 a motorist should 
shift to a lower gear and pump the braHe pedal fast and hard several times. 
1his may build up enough braHe pressure to stop the vehicle. &f that does not 
worH	 the parHing braHe should be used while holding the braHe release	 so the 
motorist can let up if the rear wheels locH and the vehicle begins to sHid. 4ith 
the vehicle in low gear	 the motorist should begin looHing for a safe place to stop 
off the roadway and call for help. 
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TIRE 9CONOLT
&f a motorist eUperiences a flat tire or blowout	 he�she should hold the steering 
wheel firmly and Heep the vehicle straight while gradually slowing down. 1he 
motorist should remove his�her foot from the gas pedal but not use the braHes. 
1he vehicle should coast to a stop on its own as the motorist pulls to a safe area 
off the roadway. 

GONER STEERING FAICLRE
4hen an engine dies	 a vehicle�s power steering will fail. 1he motorist should Heep 
a firm grip on the wheel because eUtra hand power will be needed to turn or Heep 
control. 1he vehicle should be brought to a stop in a safe area off the roadway. 
1he motorist may need to push very hard on power braHes that are not worHing. 

HEADCIGHT FAICLRE
&f headlights suddenly go out	 a motorist should safely bring the vehicle to a 
stop in a safe area off the roadway. 1he headlight or dimmer switches may help 
the lights go on again. &f this does not worH	 the motorist should put the parHing 
lights	 emergency flashers or turn signals on and call for help. 

GAS GEDAC GRO9CEDS
&f a gas pedal sticHs	 the motorist should Heep his�her eyes on the road while 
NuicHly shifting to neutral. 0teer the vehicle to a safe area off the roadway	 turn 
the engine off and call for help. 

HOOD CAT:H FAICLRE
&f the vehicle�s hood suddenly flies up	 the motorist should slow down immediately. 
%e�she should try to looH under the hood to see the road or looH out of the side 
window around the hood. 2sing the center line or lane marHings as a guide	 the 
motorist should pull the vehicle to a safe area off the roadway as soon as possible.

NINDSHIECD NIGER FAICLRE
4hen windshield wipers stop suddenly during rain or snow	 the motorist should 
slow down	 pull to a safe area off the roadway and turn on emergency flashers. 
 all for help if necessary. 

http://www.njmvc.gov


 � :OCCISIONS �A::IDENTS 
AMOIDING :OCCISIONS
No matter how careful a motorist is	 emergencies do arise. � motorist many not 
always be able to avoid a collision. 1his is why it is important to Hnow how to 
safely handle any type of situation that may occur. -roper reaction could save 
the life of the motorist and his�her passengers or others involved. �bove all	 seat 
belts should always be worn while driving. 

&f a motorist sees that his�her vehicle may hit something	 one of three things can 
be done� stop	 turn or speed up.

-to«ÊµÕic�lÞ\ &f the vehicle has conventional disc and drum braHes	 the motorist 
should pump the braHes to gain better control in steering. 1he wheels will locH 
and cause sHidding if a motorist braHes too hard and holds them down. &f the 
vehicle has antilocH braHes ���0�	 they will adGust automatically if a wheel 
begins to locH. 4ith this braHe system	 a motorist can put maUimum pressure on 
the braHes and retain steering control without pumping the braHes.

/ÕrnÊµÕic�lÞ\ &f a motorist cannot stop in time	 he�she should turn away and 
drive off the road if necessary. &f the motorist can Heep from using the braHes 
while turning	 this will lessen the chances of a sHid. � motorist should not braHe 
hard if turning onto a soft shoulder of a road. 1his could cause sHidding or loss 
of control.

-«eèÊÕ«\ 0ometimes it is best or necessary to speed up to avoid a collision. 
1his may happen when another vehicle is about to hit a motorist�s vehicle from 
the side or from behind	 and there is room to the front to get out of danger. � 
motorist should push the gas pedal to the floor. 1here may be only seconds to 
act	 so a motorist must decide NuicHly. ,nce the danger has passed	 the motorist 
should slow the vehicle�s speed. 

CAST$DINLTE :HOI:ES
� motorist should never panic	 especially in the few seconds before a possible 
collision. 1here are some last
minute choices that he�she will have to maHe. � 
motorist should always be aware of what to do in an emergency situation. /eacting 
properly and NuicHly can avoid collisions or	 at least	 minimiWe damage.
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 � EFFE:TS OF AC:OHOC
�lcohol is a drug that affects overall driving ability. �lcohol may maHe a motorist 
overconfident and unable to thinH clearly. *otorists who drinH may maHe more 
mistaHes. "ven if a motorist thinHs he�she is below the level of legal intoUication	 
alcohol will affect driving. !rinHing even a small amount of alcohol increases a 
motorist�s chances of having an accident. Never drinH and drive.

!riving under the influence of intoUicating beverages means that a driver�s 
senses and Gudgment are impaired by alcohol. �fter two	 three or four drinHs	 
alcohol begins to impair reaction time	 coordination and balance. 3ision and the 
ability to Gudge distance is affected	 maHing it more difficult to react and to drive 
safely. 1he only thing that can maHe a person sober is time. �lcohol is removed 
slowly by the body. 1he maGority �� percent� of the alcohol detoUified is oUidiWed 
�burned up� by the liver. 1he other � percent is eliminated in breath	 urine and 
sweat. 1his fact is the prime reason why sober
up
NuicH methods do not worH. 

&n addition	 studies have proven conclusively that a combination of alcohol and 
anger is responsible for much of the recHless	 aggressive driving that can cause 
fatal highway accidents. 4hile most alcohol
related collisions involve only one 
vehicle	 they freNuently result in the death or serious inGury of numerous people	 
including passengers	 pedestrians and other motorists.

 � HON DL:H IS TOO DL:H6
1he only scientific way to checH is through blood alcohol concentration	 or �� . � 
simple breath test will show a motorist�s �� . ��  is determined by four factors� 

• .uantity of alcohol consumed.

• �ody weight.

• %ow NuicHly drinHs were consumed.

• #ood eaten.

The best way to reduce the risk of a crash caused by drinking and driving is 
not to drive at all after drinking. 

&n New Jersey	 it is illegal for an individual who is �� years of age or older to 
drive Zhile under the influence of into[icatinJ liquor� narcotic� 
hallucinoJenic or habit�producinJ druJ� or with a ��  of .� percent or
higher �N.J.0.�. ����
��. #or individuals younger than ��	 it is illegal to drive 
with a ��  of .� percent or higher. 3iolators face severe penalties in 
addition to other penalties assessed for  DUI/DWI (N.J.S.A. 39:4-50.14).



Alcohol

1.5 OUNCES OF
86 PROOF LIQUOR

12 OUNCE BOTTLE
OR CAN OF BEER

5 OUNCE GLASS
OF WINE (12%)

ONE DRINK
EQUALS...

EVERY DRINK CONTAINS ABOUT 1/2 OUNCE OF 
ALCOHOL. IT’S NOT WHAT YOU DRINK, BUT HOW 

MANY DRINKS YOU HAVE.
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&f a motorist has reached a ��  of slightly above .� percent after drinHing	 the 
risH for causing a motor vehicle accident doubles. 1he risH is siU times as great 
when driving with a ��  of .� percent. 1he risH is �� times as great when
driving with a ��  of .�� percent.

Note� 2nder state law	 refusal to taHe a breath test is eNual to driving with a ��  
of .� percent for a first offense. 1he current penalty for both is the loss of driving 
privileges for seven months to one year	 to run concurrently or consecutively	 
based upon a Gudge�s order �N.J.0.�. ����
�.�a�. *otorists who refuse to taHe 
a breath test in New Jersey are also subGect to a violation surcharge of ��	 
per year for three years �N.J.0.�. ������
���. #ailure to pay this surcharge will 
result in an indefinite suspension of driving privileges until the fee is paid. 

&t is important to remember that it does not matter what alcoholic beverage is 
consumed. 1here is Gust as much alcohol in the average beer as there is in the 
average drinH of whisHey or wine. #or eUample	 � Þ ounces of �
proof whisHey	 
�� ounces of beer or � ounces of table wine all contain the same amount of 
alcohol� about Þ ounce of alcohol per drinH. 0tudies show that most people 
arrested for drinHing and driving had been drinHing beer.

http://www.njmvc.gov


�lthough food does slow the absorption of alcohol into the bloodstream	 eating 
will not prevent a high ��  when steadily drinHing large amounts. %eavy drinHing 
will always produce a high �� . "ating does not maHe a motorist sober. 1he 
best way to avoid drinHing and driving is to arrange for a designated motorist	 
use public transportation or call a cab.

 � DRINBING AND DRIMING
!rinHing affects a motorist�s thinHing and slows reaction time. �lcohol may also 
give a motorist a false feeling that he�she can do anything. )aw enforcement is 
trained to notice certain telltale signs that a motorist has been drinHing� 

• -«eèing\ �n intoUicated driver often thinHs high speed driving is safe.

• 7eaving\ "ven though an intoUicated driver may stay in the correct lane	
driving straight may be a problem.

• -lowỀriving\ �n intoUicated driver may be overly cautious and drive slower
than the normal traffic flow.

• �er�ingÊmotion\ �n intoUicated driver often may have short mental lapses
and not Heep a steady speed on a clear road.

• +Õic�Êsto«s\ �n intoUicated driver may maHe sudden stops at a traffic
sign or light	 rather than easing up to it.

 � GOOD HOSTS AND THE DRINBING DRIMER
�lways be a good host. &f serving alcohol at a party	 always provide alcohol
free 
drinHs and serve nutritious foods or snacHs. Never insist that a guest should 
drinH an alcoholic beverage or insist on refills. 

0top serving alcohol well before the party ends. &f someone drinHs too much	 
do not let them drive. &f no other transportation is available	 suggest a nap or 
invite the guest to spend the night. �s a last resort	 notify the police. %osts 
may become involved in a lawsuit if a guest is involved in a drinHing and driving 
collision after leaving the party.

 � DESIGNATED DRIMERS
�s the first state in the country to officially launch the %ero  ampaign for 
!esignated !rivers	 New Jersey encourages all state residents to participate 
in designated driver programs wherever they travel	 whether as a motorist or a 
passenger. �eing a designated driver is a great responsibility. 1he designated 
driver is responsible for the safe transportation of friends or family members who 



,



 � HEACTHP DRIMING
HEACTH
�ny health problem can affect an individual�s driving. "ven little problems liHe a 
stiff necH	 a cough or a sore leg can give an individual trouble while driving. &f a 
motorist is not feeling well	 he�she should let someone else drive.

MISION
3ision is important to safe driving. *ost of what a motorist does behind the 
wheel is based on what he�she sees. 0tate law permits the *3  to retest � 
percent of the driving population each year. � motorist should have his�her eyes 
tested every year or two. &f over age �	 a motorist should have his�her eyes 
checHed every year for special problems. 

$ood side vision �peripheral vision� is also essential for safe driving. 0ide 
vision helps a motorist see out of the corners of his�her eyes while looHing  
straight ahead. 

!istance Gudgment is also an important component to driving. � motorist should 
Hnow his�her distance from any obGect while driving. �ad distance Gudgment 
often causes accidents.

HEARING
%earing is more important to driving than many people thinH. &t can warn a motorist 
of danger. 1he sound of horns	 sirens or screeching tires warns a motorist to be 
careful. � motorist may be able to hear a car that cannot be seen.

"ven people with good hearing cannot hear well if the radio is blaring or he�she 
is wearing earphones. � motorist should always Heep the radio turned down and 
never wear earphones. 
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Chapter7





 � THE DRIMING GRIMICEGE
!riving is a privilege	 not a right. 0tate law allows or reNuires an individual�s driving 
privilege to be suspended for certain motor vehicle violations	 which means the 
driver license will be taHen away and the motorist may not drive for a stated period 
of time. &n addition to license suspension	 fines and imprisonment may also be 
imposed for moving violations. 1he length of suspension time depends on the law 
that is broHen and how many convictions a motorist receives. #ees and 
reNuirements for restoration vary depending on the nature of the suspension. � 
habitual offender is a motorist whose driver license has been suspended three 
times in three years. 1o avoid any problems	 it is important to Hnow and obey New 
Jersey�s traffic laws	 which are in place to protect every motorist.

0ome suspensions are decided on a case
by
case basis. &f the sentence is 
not mandatory	 the  hief �dministrator of the *3  or the courts may suspend 
driving privileges. /easons for loss of driving privileges may include	 but are not 
limited to the following reasons�

• #ailure to appear in court or to pay fines.

• #ailure to pay violation surcharges.

• !riving while suspended.

• #ailure to provide proof of insurance.

• -hysical or mental disNualification.

• !rug or alcohol use.

• 1raffic law violations.

• �t fault in a fatal accident.

• #ailure to respond to an *3  notice.

1he *3   hief �dministrator may also reNuire a re
eUamination of any person 
considered to be a problem driver. 1his re
eUamination will help to determine 
whether driving privileges should be suspended. 

 � DRIMING LNDER THE INFCLEN:E �DLI 
!rivers under age �� �the legal age to purchase�consume an alcoholic beverage� 
found with a blood alcohol concentration ��� � at .� percent or more while 
operating a motor vehicle will be penaliWed �N.J.0.�. ����
�.���. 1he current 
��  for drivers age �� and older is .� percent �N.J.0.�. ����
��.
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�irstÊoffense/	�
Ê.£ǟ ÊorÊmoreÊ .�.-.�.ÊÎ�\{-xä®
• 0even
month to one
year suspension of driving privilege.

• �� to �� fine.

• ��
 to ��
hour participation in an &ntoUicated !river /esource

 enter �&!/ �.

• -ay daily &!/  fee.

• 2p to � days imprisonment.

• �� !runH !riving "nforcement #und fee �N.J.0.�. ����
�.��.

• �� �lcohol "ducation	 /ehabilitation and "nforcement #und
fee.

• ��	 annual surcharge for three years.

• ��� 0afe Neighborhood 0ervices #und fee �N.J.0.�. � ���
�.��.

• -ossible interlocH device reNuirement for siU months to one year
�N.J.0.�. ����
�.���.

1ǹerageÊfirstÊoffense/	�
Ê.ä£̄ ÊorÊmoreÊLÕtÊlessÊthanÊ.än̄  .�.-.�.Ê
Î�\{-xä.£{®

• �
 to �
day suspension of driving privilege �on the day motorist becomes
eligible to obtain a license or on the day of conviction	 whichever is later�.

• �� to � days community service.

• -articipation in an &ntoUicated !river /esource  enter �&!/ � or alcohol
education and highway safety program	 as prescribed by the *3 
 hief �dministrator.
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�lcohol
 or drug
 
related �!2&�Î

first offense

� months to   

� year

���
�� fine; 
��	 a yr for 
� yrs surcharge; 
daily &!/  fee;
��
drunH driving fund; 
��� 0afe Neigh

borhood 0ervices 
#und �� �"/#

2p to � days ��
�� hrs &!/ 

�lcohol
 or drug
  
related �!2&�Î

second offense 
that occurs 
within � yrs of 
first offense

� years ��
��	 fine
��	 a yr for 
� yrs surcharge; 
daily &!/  fee;
��
drunH driving fund;  
��� 0afe 
Neighborhood
0ervices #und 
�� �"/#

�� hrs
� days ��
�� hrs &!/ 

� days  0

�lcohol
 or drug
 
related �!2&��

third offense that 
occurs within � 
yrs of second  
offense

� years ��	 fine
��	� a yr for 
� yrs surcharge; 
daily &!/  fee;
��
drunH driving fund; 
��� 0afe Neigh

borhood 0ervices 
#und �� �"/#

�� days ��
�� hrs &!/ 

2p to � days 

 0	 which can 

reduce a period 

of imprisonment

!rinHing alco


holic beverages 

while driving or 

riding 

N�� �� fine	 first 

offense

��� fine	 second 

offense

N�� N��

http://www.njmvc.gov


Driving while 
possessing drugs
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• Carrying alcoholic beverages: Motorists who carry open or unsealed alcoholic 
beverage containers in passenger areas of motor vehicles are subject to a 
fine of $200 for a first offense and $250 or 10 days of community service for 
all subsequent offenses (N.J.S.A. 39:4-51a).

•• Ice and snow: Motorists of private vehicles face fine of $200 to $1,000 for 
each time ice flies from their vehicles and causes death, injury or property 
damage. Fines for commercial owners and operators range from $500 to 
$1,500 (N.J.S.A. 39:4-77.1).

•• Highway construction zones: Speeding or other moving violations in areas 
undergoing highway construction mean doubled fines. Some offenses 
include reckless driving, careless driving, speeding, improper passing, 
tailgating, improper turns, failure to observe traffic lanes, failure to observe a 
traffic signal or sign and failure to obey directions of an office (N.J.S.A. 
39:4-203.5).

•• 65 mph zone: Speeding 10 mph or more above the posted speed limit or other 
certain moving violations in a 65-mph speed zone means doubled fines. 
Some offenses include racing on a public highway, refusal to comply with an 
officer’s request, or failure to obey traffic signs or signals, failure to comply 
with rules for passing another vehicle, failure to obey road markings, failure to 
observe distance between vehicles and careless driving (N.J.S.A. 39:4-98.6).

•• Failure to comply: Motorists face a $50 fine if they fail to comply with a police 
officer’ request to illuminate the driver’s compartment of the vehicle when 
stopped (N.J.S.A. 39:4-57.1).

•• Insurance fraud: Motorists convicted of fraud on insurance applications and 
claims forms may receive fine of up to $5,000, or imprisonment for up to three 
years, or both. In the event the motorist fraudulently receives $500 or less, 
he/she may be fine up to $500 and/or imprisoned for not more than six 
months as a disorderly person. In addition, a person convicted of an 
automobile insurance crime will lose his/her driver license for one year 
(N.J.S.A. 39:6A-15).

•• Drug offense: A New Jersey motorist’s driving privileges may be suspended 
after he/she is convicted of drug offenses in any federal or state court.

• Hit-and-run: A hit-and-run involving bodily injury or death results in a fine of 
$2,500 to $5,000 and/or 180 days in jail for the motorist. In addition, for a 
first offense, the motorist loses his/her license for one year. For subsequent 
offense, the motorist permanently loses his/her license (N.J.S.A. 39:4-129).

•• Lying on application: Lying when applying for a license or registration will 
result in a fine of not less than $200 or more than $500 and/or up to six 
months imprisonment. A motorist will also lose his/her driver license 
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7aÞsÊtoÊ«aÞÊaÊviolationÊsÕrchargeÊLill\Ê
• *ail payment to NJ030	 -.,. �oU ���	 1renton	 NJ ���
���.

• -ay online at www. �-Õrcharge.comÊ�online services�.

• 2se charge
by
phone� call toll free nnn®ÊÈx£-���� �using �merican
"Upress	 *aster ard	 3isa or !iscover�.

• 3isit an *3  #ull 0ervice �gency in person.

/estoration fees may also be paid when maHing a violation surcharge payment 
using the charge
by
phone. #ailure to pay any violation surcharges will result in 
the indefinite suspension of all driving privileges. 1he *3  may file a Gudgment 
action in the state 0uperior  ourt for unpaid surcharges	 secure a lien against 
any real property that a motorist owns	 file for a garnishment of wages or 
taHe other similar actions �N.J.0.�.������
���. *otor vehicle convictions 
may increase automobile insurance premiums assessed by a motorist�s  
insurance company.

 � GOINT SPSTED
1he *3  Heeps tracH of a motorist�s driving record by adding points to the 
record when the motorist is convicted of a moving violation. 1he more serious 
the violation	 the more points the motorist is given. 0ee the following point chart 
for various violations. #or an eUpanded or updated list of point violations	 visit  
www.njcoÕrtsonline.com.

�ll point violations after *arch �	 ����	 will stay on a motorist�s driving record. 
1wo points will be added to a driving record for traffic violations committed in 
other states. 

2p to three points will be subtracted from a motorist�s point total for every year 
that the motorist goes without a violation or suspension	 but the point total will 
never be reduced below Wero �N.J.0.�. ����
�.��.

1raffic laws are enforceable on highways	 roadways	 parHing areas	 driveways 
and grounds owned and maintained by government entities. �lso	 motorists 
convicted of recHless or careless driving in any area open to vehicular traffic or 
usage will be subGect to the charges applicable to that moving violation.

http://www.njmvc.gov
http://www.NJSurcharge.com
http://www.njcourtsonline.com


-/�/1/- 6�"��/�" 
*"� /Ê

6��1

N.J.0.�. �����
�� *oving against traffic� New Jersey 1urnpiHe	 $ar

den 0tate -arHway	 and �tlantic  ity "Upressway

2

N.J.0.�. �����
�� &mproper passing� New Jersey 1urnpiHe	 $arden 
0tate -arHway	 and �tlantic  ity "Upressway

+

N.J.0.�. �����
�� 2nlawful use of median strip� New Jersey 1urnpiHe	 
$arden 0tate -arHway	 and �tlantic  ity "Upress

way

2

N.J.0.�. ����
� ,perating a constructor vehicle in eUcess of �� 
mph

*

N.J.0.�. ����
��.� ,perating a motoriWed bicycle on a restricted high

way

)

N.J.0.�. ����
��.�d *ore than one person on a motoriWed bicycle )

N.J.0.�. ����
�� #ailure to yield to a pedestrian in a crosswalH )

N.J.0.�. ����
�� #ailure to stop for pedestrian in crosswalH; 
passing a vehicle yielding to a pedestrian in a 
crosswalH

)

N.J.0.�. ����
�� !riving through a safety Wone )

N.J.0.�. ����
�� and 
���� 
�

/acing on highway
,

N.J.0.�. ����
�� &mproper action or omission on grades and curves )

N.J.0.�. ����
�� #ailure to observe a direction of an officer )

N.J.0.�. ����
�� #ailure to stop a vehicle before crossing a sidewalH )

N.J.0.�. ����
��.� #ailure to yield to pedestrians or vehicles while 
entering or leaving a highway

)

N.J.0.�. ����
��.� ,perating a motor vehicle on public or private prop

erty to avoid a traffic control signal or sign

)

N.J.0.�. ����
�� ,perating a motor vehicle on a sidewalH )

N.J.0.�. ����
� #ailure to obey a direction of an officer )

N.J.0.�. ����
�� #ailure to observe traffic signals )

N.J.0.�. ����
�� #ailure to Heep right ) 

 � DOMING MIOCATION GOINT :HART



3
N.J.S.A. 39:4-97.3 Using a hand held cell phone while driving. (Points will 

be assessed against a 3rd conviction within 10 years 
of a 2nd conviction and all 4th and subsequent 
oƬenses.

13
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-/�/1/- 6�"��/�" 
*"� /Ê

6��1

N.J.0.�. ����
�� #ailure to stop for a traffic light 2

N.J.0.�. ����
��� &mproper turn at a traffic light *

N.J.0.�. ����
��� #ailure to stop at a flashing red signal 2

N.J.0.�. ����
��� #ailure to stop for a police whistle )

N.J.0.�. ����
��� &mproper right or left turn *

N.J.0.�. ����
��� &mproper turn from an approved turning course *

N.J.0.�. ����
��� &mproper 2
turn *

N.J.0.�. ����
��� #ailure to give proper signal )

N.J.0.�. ����
��� &mproper bacHing or turning in street )

N.J.0.�. ����
���.� &mproper crossing of a railroad grade crossing )

N.J.0.�. ����
���.� &mproper crossing of a bridge )

N.J.0.�. ����
��� &mproper crossing of a railroad grade crossing by 
certain vehicles

)

N.J.0.�. ����
���.� &mproper passing of a school bus ,

N.J.0.�. ����
���.� &mproper passing of a froWen dessert trucH +

N.J.0.�. ����
��� )eaving the scene of an accident

No personal inGury )

-ersonal inGury /

N.J.0.�. ����
��� #ailure to observe 0top or 6ield signs )

N.J.0.�. ����!
� *oving violation out of state )

 � DOMING MIOCATION GOINT :HART
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 � INTERSTATE :ODGA:TS
New Jersey belongs to two interstate compacts. *ember states eUchange 
information to ensure motorists comply with the law and that they receive 
penalties for violations.

1he Non
resident 3iolator  ompact assures that non
resident motorists in 
member states will receive the same treatment as resident motorists. 4hen 
motorists receive traffic citations in member states	 they must fulfill the terms of 
that citation or face the possibility of license suspension in their home state until 
they meet those terms. Non
resident motorists have due process protection 
and cannot be detained out of state.  urrently	 �� states and the !istrict of 
 olumbia are members of the compact. �lasHa	  alifornia	 *ichigan	 *ontana	 
,regon and 4isconsin are non
members. 1he compact does not apply to 
parHing or standing violations	 highway weight limit violations and violations of 
haWmat transportation laws �N.J.0.�. ����#
� through ����#
��.

1he !river )icense  ompact eUchanges violation information with other states 
and the !istrict of  olumbia. ,ut
of
state violations become part of a motorist�s 
New Jersey driving record. $eorgia	 *assachusetts	 *ichigan	 1ennessee and 
4isconsin are non
member states �N.J.0.�. ����!
� through ����!
���.

http://www.njmvc.gov
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pedestrians are forced to
any

even if it is not painted as such.

There is a $54 fine for failure to



yield. A motorist in violation of this law may face a fine of up to $200 and may be 
assessed 2 points on his/her driver record. The court may also impose a term of 
community service not to exceed 15 days. (N.J.S.A. 39:4-36)



MISLACCP :HACCENGED GERSONS
1he law is very specific that vehicles must give the right
of
way when any of 
the following crosses any highway or intersection� blind persons who use a 
predominantly white or metallic cane	 blind persons accompanied by a guide 
dog	 or a guide dog instructor engaged in instructing a guide dog. � motorist 
must stop when he�she sees a person with a white or metallic dcoloredr cane or 
with a guide dog. �ll motorists must comply with this law �N.J.0.�. ����
��.��.

 � MEHI:CES
DOTOR:P:CES
�e �lertò 1he laws governing four
wheel vehicles such as cars and trucHs also 
govern motorcycles. %owever	 a rider may react differently to situations when 
compared to other motorists. �lways Heep in mind several Hey items when 
sharing the road with motorcycles�

• �e aware of slippery	 sloped or uneven surfaces or grooves and gratings in
the roadway. 1hese present potential haWards for motorcycle riders.

•  hecH blind spots twice before changing lanes or maHing turns.
• 4atch for motorcycles at intersections and when maHing a left turn.
• �lways signal intentions.
• �nticipate a rider�s maneuver to avoid obstructions that may be minimal to a
car or trucH	 but dangerous to a motorcycle.

• �lways leave plenty of room between an automobile and a motorcycle.
• Never follow a motorcycle too closely because motorcycles have the ability
to braHe within shorter distances than other types of vehicles.

�t night	 motorists should watch for anyone walHing along a highway and 
eUercise due caution. None of the above absolves motorists from their duty to be 
eUtra vigilant in watching for pedestrians on the roadway.

�lways watch for pedestrians. �e eUtra careful at intersections	 particularly when 
maHing an allowed right turn on red. *otorists are reNuired to stop for 
pedestrians who have the right
of
way within a crosswalH	 and to yield to those 
who are crossing at an unmarHed crosswalH at an intersection. �e alert for 
pedestrians when maHing turns and entering and eUiting driveways	 parHing lots 
and alleys.
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TRL:BS# TRA:TOR$TRAICERS AND 9LSES
� motorist should always use caution when driving alongside trucHs and buses. 
0haring the road with larger vehicles can be safe if a motorist Hnows the 
limitations of these vehicles regarding visibility	 reNuired stopping distance and 
maneuverability. 4hen passing a large trucH or bus	 it is important to remember 
that there are several no
Wones �blind spots� in which the motorist cannot see
other vehicles. &n addition	 during bad weather	 a trucH or bus can taHe as much 
as �� percent longer to stop.

4hen passed by a motorcycle, a motorist should maintain his�her speed and 
position. �llow plenty of room for the motorcycle to complete the pass and 
resume proper lane position.

A motorist�s failure to detect and recogniWe motorcycles in traffic is the most 
common cause of motorcycle collisions. 

#or more information on motorcycle safety, visit www.njrìesafe.org.

http://www.njridesafe.org


No Zone Principle

NO-ZONE
10-20 FEET

NO-ZONE

NO-ZONE

NO-ZONE
200 FEET

THE BLACK 
AREAS ARE 
“NO-ZONES.”
IF YOU ARE 
IN ONE OF 
THESE
AREAS,
THE DRIVER 
OF THE 
TRUCK
CAN’T SEE 
YOU.

BVMN_nozone_110907

1he no
Wone principle
Avoid the area around trucNs and buses Zhere vehicles disappear into 
blind spots. 'o not move so close to a trucN or bus that the driveros 
ability to stop or maneuver effectively is restricted. 7he potential for a 
collision is increased Zhen a motorist is ridinJ in the no�]one. ,f the driver of a 
larJe trucN or bus cannot see another motoristos vehicle in the rearvieZ or 
side�vieZ mirrors� the vehicle is in a no�]one� or blind spot.

,earÊno-âone
• 0tay far behind a trucH that is preparing to bacH up or is bacHing up. Never
pass close behind a trucH that is preparing to bacH up or is in the process
of bacHing up. �ecause of their width	 the trailers completely hide obGects
that suddenly come between them and a loading area. 1he area behind
the trucH is a no
Wone �blind spot�	 not only for the trucH driver but for other
motorists as well.
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Semi-Truck Turn USE
CAUTION
WHEN  
PASSING 
TRUCKS. 
THEY 
MAKE 
WIDE 
TURNS.

BVMN_truckturn_110907

• � motorist should increase following distance behind a trucH or other large 
vehicle so its driver can spot a motorist�s vehicle in the rearview mirrors. Never 
tailgate or remain sandwiched between trucHs. � motorist should maintain a 
siWable space cushion between his�her vehicle and larger vehicles.

• )eave space when stopping at a light or sign behind a trucH or bus	 
especially when facing uphill. 1he larger vehicle may roll bacHward slightly 
when starting.

• $ive more road space to a trucH driver who is maHing a wide turn. �ecause 
trucHs are larger than other vehicles	 their drivers may have to slow	 bacH up 
or swing wide to negotiate a turn. 1hey cannot see smaller vehicles directly 
behind or beside them. #or eUample	 a trucH driver may have to swing wide 
to the left to maHe a right turn.

NEW JERSEY DRIVER MANUAL • www.njmvc.gov 

�rontÊno-âone
• *aintain a consistent speed when passing. !o not pull in front of a trucH
when passing until the whole front of the trucH can be seen in the rearview
mirror. �lways signal before changing lanes. Never pass a trucH on the right.

-ìeÊno-âone
• !rive away from the long blind spots on the sides of trucHs. &f the motorist
must NuicHly change lanes or maHe an emergency maneuver	 a vehicle in
this area will be in the way. !o not linger alongside a trucH when passing.

�eà-onÊno-âone
• � motorist should bear right when a large vehicle is traveling toward his�her
vehicle from the opposite direction. 1his reduces wind turbulence between
the motorist and the larger vehicle	 and possibly prevents a sideswipe.

http://www.njmvc.gov


PIECDING TO S:HOOC AND :ODDER:IAC 9LSES
0tate law reNuires all non
emergency vehicles to yield the right
of
way to buses 
re
entering traffic after dropping off or picHing up bus passengers. %owever	 
once the bus is bacH in the normal flow of traffic	 motorists are not reNuired to 
yield the right
of
way to buses changing lanes. �us operators are reNuired to 
drive in a safe and responsible manner. 1he yield law was enacted to improve 
safety on the state�s roadways. 3iolations of this law carry a fine of not less than 
�� or more than ��	 up to �� days in Gail or both a fine and a Gail term �N.J.0.�. 
����
��.��.

DOGEDS
*otoriWed bicycles	 or mopeds	 are low
speed	 two
wheeled vehicles with 
pedals	 intended for limited use on public roadways. *oped drivers may not 
eUceed �� mph	 must follow all traffic signs and signals and drive on the right 
side of the road with the flow of traffic.

� motorist should always be alert for mopeds	 which are smaller than motorcycles 
and harder to see. *oped drivers have the same rights and responsibilities as 
those driving other motor vehicles. � copy of the New Jersey *oped *anual 
may be viewed online at www.njmvc.gov.

9I:P:CES# SBATE9OARDS AND INCINE SBATES
4hen passing or approaching a bicyclist	 sHateboarder or inline sHater travelling in 
the same direction	 a motorist should maintain a safe distance until safely 
past the overtaHen bicyclist	 sHateboarder or inline sHater. 2nder New Jersey 
law	 each of these individuals has the same rights and responsibilities as a 
moving motor vehicle.

4hile bicycles ridden after darH must have front and rear lights and a rear 
reflector	 these illumination devices may be hard for a motorist to see. � motorist 
should always remain alert to the presence of smaller vehicles.

4hen turning right	 motorists should be aware of bicyclists	 sHateboarders or 
inline sHaters. �efore turning	 the motorist should wait until the intersection clears. 
2nder New Jersey law	 motorists signaling a right turn must yield to bicyclists	 
sHateboarders or inline sHaters moving through an intersection.

1o turn left	 a bicyclist	 sHateboarder or inline sHater may choose to use traffic 
lanes to turn as a vehicle would. � motorist should be aware that a bicyclist	 
sHateboarder or inline sHater may ride on the right edge of the turn lane.

http://www.njmvc.gov
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/emember that motorists share the road with bicyclists	 sHateboarders and inline 
sHaters. -lease be sure that you are helping to Heep the roads safe 
by observing these safety precautions�

•  hecH your blind spots before turning	 parallel parHing	 opening a door or
pulling away from a curb.

•  hecH around your vehicle by turning your head instead of relying only on
your mirrors.

• 4hen turning right	 be sure to checH for other traffic	 including bicycles	
sHateboarders and in
line sHaters	 and avoid turning in front of these
individuals who may not be able to stop NuicHly.

• 4hen turning left	 yield to all oncoming traffic including bicyclists	
sHateboarders and inline sHaters. &f a bicyclist	 sHateboarder or inline
sHater is in front of you in a left turn lane	 wait for them to complete their
turn before you proceed.

DOTORIQED S:OOTERS �N.J.0.�. ����
��.�� through ����
��.��;  
N.J.0.�. ����
��

� motoriWed scooter is a miniature motor vehicle. �lthough it is illegal for these 
vehicles to be driven on any public road or sidewalH	 eUcept on designated 
municipal or county property	 motorists must be very alert if these types of 
vehicles are present. *otoriWed scooters are eUtremely hard to see.

*otoriWed scooters must be registered in the municipality or county where 
the owner resides and must be insured. No one under the age of �� �or the 
age determined by a municipality or county where the motoriWed scooter 
will be operated� is permitted to operate a motoriWed scooter. 

Ýam«lesÊofÊaÊmotoriâeỀscooterÊinclÕ̀eÊLÕtÊareÊnotÊlimitèÊto\Ê

• -ocHet biHes.

• 0uper pocHet biHes.

• 0cooters.

• *ini
scooters.

• ,ther vehicles with motors not manufactured in compliance with #ederal
*otor 3ehicle 0afety 0tandards and which have no permanent #ederal 0afety
 ertification sticHers affiUed to the vehicle by the original manufacturer.

NEW JERSEY DRIVER MANUAL • www.njmvc.gov 

• 0port scooters.

• *ini
choppers.

• *ini
motorcycles.

• *otoriWed sHateboards.

http://www.njmvc.gov


Trains can travel on any track, in either direction and at any time. Motorists who 
ignore passive and active warning devices at railroad crossings risk serious and 
even deadly consequences. It is important to always remain alert to these crossings 
and never drive through ưashing red lights or around descending or lowered gates. 
Remember these important tips:
• When you see the yellow, circular RR crossing advance warning sign and white RR 
crossing pavement markings, there is a railroad crossing ahead.
•• Never race a train to a crossing.
• Do not be fooled - trains can present optical illusions. The train you see is closer 
and moving faster than you think.
• Understand that trains cannot stop quickly. A freight train traveling at 55 mph can 
take a mile or more to stop. 
• Trains always have the right-of-way. Motorists must yield to approaching trains.
•• Do not get your vehicle boxed in on railroad tracks. Only proceed through a railroad 
crossing when there is room on the other side to get completely across without 
stopping. Trains can be three or more feet wider than the tracks on both sides.
• If your vehicle ever stalls on railroad tracks, get out immediately and move quickly 
away from the vehicle and tracks at a 45 degree angle in the direction from which the 
train is coming. Call the number on the Emergency NotiƮcation sign located at the 
crossing or 911.
•• Do not pass within 100 feet of a railroad crossing.



•••• 

• If you are driving a standard transmission vehicle, do not shift gears while 
crossing railroad tracks. 

• Cross tracks only at designated railroad crossings where you see warning 
devices. Railroad property is private property and it is dangerous and illegal to
cross railroad tracks at any other location.

• When preparing to cross railroad tracks at a designated crossing, a motorist
should obey warning devices, eliminate distractions, look both ways, listen for an
approaching train and proceed quickly across the tracks. Never stop on railroad 
tracks. 

� SNOWMOBILES, ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES (ATVs) AND DIRT BIKES 

(N,J,S.A. 39:3C-1 through 39:3C-31) 
Motorists must be aware of the presence of legally registered snowmobiles, 
ATVs and dirt bikes that may attempt to cross certain roadways. While it is 
illegal for these types of vehicles to ride on public roadways with other vehicles, 
they are permitted to cross certain roadways when safety permits, Operators 
of snowmobiles, ATVs and dirt bikes must maintain a proof of insurance and 
display the vehicle's registration at all times, 

•!• ANIMALS 
Animals often dart onto roads or streets. Trying to avoid them often causes colli
sions. By swerving, the vehicle may hit something else or be hit by another vehicle 
from behind. The best defense against such accidents is to watch for animals on 
both sides of the road ahead and be prepared for unexpected movement 

� HORSEBACK RIDERS 

Horse-drawn vehicles and horseback riders have the same rights and respon
sibilities as do motor vehicles when using public roadways (N,J,S.A. 39:4-25,1), 
Motorists should approach or pass a horse or horse-drawn vehicle with care at 
a maximum speed of 25 mph and observe the request, either by hand signal or 
otherwise, of a person riding a horse or driving a horse-drawn vehicle in the op
posite direction for the motorist to stop his/her motor vehicle and remain sta
tionary for as long as it takes the horse to pass (N,J,S.A. 39:4-72), 

Horse-drawn vehicles and horseback riders may not use certain limited-access 
highways and must ride with traffic, keeping as far to the right as possible, Other 
rules apply, Speeding and illumination rules apply, A light must be displayed on 
the back of the horse-drawn vehicle: 

• 30 minutes after sunset until 30 minutes before sunrise.

• If visibility is 500 feet or less.

• When encountering fog, mist, smoke or other factors that reduce visibility
(N.J.S.A. 39:4-25). 
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 � NEN AERSEPËS DEFINITION OF A
DOTOR:P:CE
According to New Jersey law, a motorcycle can be a motor bike, a bicycle with a 
motor attached or any motor-operated vehicle of the bicycle or tricycle type, except 
for a motorized bicycle.

The motor power can be part of the vehicle or attached. The vehicle must have a 
saddle or seat for the driver to sit astride or upon, or a platform on which to stand.

 � GETTING A DOTOR:P:CE CI:ENSE OR
ENDORSEDENT
Every New Jersey resident who operates a motorcycle or triHe must have a New 
Jersey motorcycle driver license or a motorcycle endorsement on an eUisting 
New Jersey basic or commercial license. 1wo eUceptions eUist� 

�.1he operator of a three
wheeled motor vehicle	 eNuipped with a single
cab that has a glaWing around the occupant	 seats similar to those of a
passenger vehicle or trucH	 seat belts or automotive steering	 is not reNuired
to have a motorcycle endorsement added to their basic automobile driver
license	 and is not reNuired to wear a helmet.

�.1he operator of a low
speed motorcycle.

Applicants who already have a valid NJ digital basic or commercial driver license 
may qualify for test of knowledge and motorcycle road test waivers by taking an 
approved NJ Motorcycle Safety Education Program (MSEP) Basic Rider Course 
(BRC). For details please visit www.njridesafe.org. 

Some applicants may not qualify for waivers, including those in the Graduated 
Driver License (GDL) Program. Contact the MVC for details, (609) 292-6500.

Note: Anyone under the age of 18 is required to take the Motorcycle Safety 
Education Program Basic Rider Course before receiving a motorcycle endorsement.
Note: A valid basic driver license is required to operate an autocycle. A motorcycle 
license or endorsement is not required.

HOW TO ADD A MOTORCYCLE ENDORSEMENT TO YOUR 
DRIVER LICENSE
 hoose either enrollment in a basic rider course	 a �
wheel basic rider course 
for triHes	 or begin by purchasing a permit at a local motor vehicle agency.

http://www.njridesafe.org
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 oÊ�otorcÞcleÊ*ermitÊ,eµÕirèÊ/oÊ/a�eÊ,ìerÊ
oÕrse.

-te«Ê£ TAKE BASIC RIDER COURSE 
 • Register with an approved motorcycle training provider
 • Take motorcycle training course

-te«ÊÓ GET COURSE COMPLETION DOCUMENT0 
 • �� participation reNuired
 • Must successfully complete course
 • Will receive a stamped waiver form and completion card

Note: You must add a motorcycle endorsement to your license before you begin 
riding after completing the course. 

-te«ÊÎ GET MOTORCYCLE ENDORSEMENT 
 • Must bring course completion documents to a driver testing center and prove

your identity by passing 6 Point ID Verification
 • Must apply for a motorcycle permit
 • Must be at least 17 years old; parent/guardian consent required under age 18
 • Must pass vision test
 • Must pay required fee

�**�9Ê7�/�"1/Ê	�-�
Ê,��,Ê
"1,-
�otorcÞcleÊ*ermitÊ,eµÕirèÊ�irst.Ê�ÕstÊLeÊatÊleastÊageÊ£nÊtoÊta�eÊtheÊ�6
ÊroàÊtest.

-te«Ê£ GET A MOTORCYCLE EXAMINATION PERMIT 
 • Apply for a motorcycle permit at a local motor vehicle agency
 • Must be at least 17 years old; parent/guardian consent required under age 18
 • Must pass MVC’s knowledge and vision tests
 • Make road test appointment date
 • Must pay required fee

-te«ÊÓ  PRACTICE RIDE 
 • *ust practice ride for at least � days
 • Must observe motorcycle permit riding restrictions

-te«ÊÎ TAKE MOTORCYCLE ROAD TEST AT MVC TEST SITE 
 • *ust bring your own motorcycle �registered and insured�	 helmet and eye
protection

 • *ust pass road test �*ust be at least age ���

-te«Ê{ GET MOTORCYCLE ENDORSEMENT 
 • *ust pay reNuired fee

http://www.njmvc.gov


HOW TO GET A MOTORCYCLE LICENSE WITHOUT A 
DRIVER LICENSE 
Always begin by purchasing a permit at a local motor vehicle agency.

 ,"��Ê� Ê	�-�
Ê,��,Ê
"1,-Ê
�otorcÞcleÊ*ermitÊ,eµÕirèÊ�irst.Ê�nÞoneÊÕǹerÊtheÊageÊofÊ£nÊisÊreµÕirèÊtoÊ
ta�eÊtheÊ�otorcÞcleÊ-afetÞỀÕcationÊ	asicÊ,ìerÊ
oÕrse.

-te«Ê£ $"1 � *,1,/ 6 )" "5�*&N�1&,N -"/*&1 
 • Apply for a motorcycle permit at a local motor vehicle agency
 • Must be at least 17 years old; parent/guardian consent required under age 18
 • Must pass MVC’s knowledge and vision tests
 • Must pay required fee

 -te«ÊÓ  -/� 1& " /&!"
 • Must practice ride for at least 6 months if under the age of 21 or 3 months if

over age 21 without any suspensions or postponements
 • Must observe motorcycle permit riding restrictions

-te«ÊÎ 1�(" ��0&  /&!"/  ,2/0" 4&1% �N �--/,3"! *,1,/ 6 )" 
1/�&N&N$ -/,3&!"/ 
 • Register with a motorcycle training provider
 • Take motorcycle training course

 (Steps 2 and 3 can be interchanged. You must have your practice riding time in 
before getting your motorcycle license.)

-te«Ê{ÊGET COURSE COMPLETION DOCUMENTS 
 • 100% participation required
 • Must successfully complete course
 • Will receive a course completion card only (not a road test waiver)

-te«Êx TAKE MOTORCYCLE ROAD TEST AT MVC TEST SITE 
 • Must bring your own motorcycle (registered and insured), helmet and eye

protection

-te«ÊÈ GET PROBATIONARY MOTORCYCLE LICENSE (CLASS E) 
 • Must pass MVC’s road test
 • Must pay required fee
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-te«Ên GET UNRESTRICTED MOTORCYCLE LICENSE
 • Must be at least 18 years old
 • Must have completed one year riding
 • Must pay required fee

�**�9Ê7�/�"1/Ê	�-�
Ê,��,Ê
"1,-Ê
�otorcÞcleÊ*ermitÊ,eµÕirèÊ�irst.Ê�ÕstÊLeÊatÊleastÊageÊ£nÊtoÊta�eÊtheÊ�6
Ê
roàtest.

-te«Ê£ GET A MOTORCYCLE EXAMINATION PERMIT 
 • Apply for a motorcycle permit at a local motor vehicle agency
 • Must be at least 17 years old; parent/guardian consent required under age 18
 • Must pass MVC’s knowledge and vision tests
 • Must pay required fee

-te«ÊÓ PRACTICE RIDE 
 • Must practice ride for at least 6 months if under the age of 21 or 3 months if

over age 21 without any suspensions or postponements
 • Must observe motorcycle permit riding restrictions

-te«ÊÎ TAKE MOTORCYCLE ROAD TEST AT MVC TEST SITE 
 • Must bring your own motorcycle (registered and insured), helmet and eye

protection

-te«Ê{ GET PROBATIONARY MOTORCYCLE LICENSE (CLASS E) 
 • Must pass road test (Must be at least age 18)
 • Must pay required fee

-te«Êx PROBATIONARY RIDING PRIVILEGES 
 • Must ride for at least one year
 • Must follow probationary driver license restrictions

-te«ÊÈ GET UNRESTRICTED MOTORCYCLE LICENSE 
 • Must be at least 18 years old
 • Must have completed one year riding
 • Must pay required fee

-te«ÊÇ PROBATIONARY RIDING PRIVILEGES 
• Must ride for at least one year
• Must follow probationary driver license restrictions

http://www.njmvc.gov
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HON TO GET A DOTOR:P:CE GERDIT
6ou must be at least �� years old; parent�guardian consent reNuired under 
age ��
 omplete a motorcycle permit application from an *3  �gency
-ass the � -oint &! 3erification
-ay �� permit fee
-ass the Hnowledge and vision tests to validate your permit
0tudy by reading the !river *anual and *otorcycle *anual

MOTORCYCLE PERMIT RIDING RESTRICTIONS
The holder of a motorcycle examination permit is prohibited from:

• ,perating a motorcycle from one
half hour after sunset to one
half hour
before sunrise

•  arrying passengers
• /iding on any state toll road or limited
access highway

PRACTICING WITH YOUR PERMIT
You must practice with a permit for at least 20 days before being eligible to take 
the road test. A motorcycle examination permit holder is no longer required to have 
an accompanying rider.

�

� HON TO GET A DOTOR:P:CE CI:ENSE
�fÊÞoÕÊneèÊtoÊta�eÊtheÊroàÊtestÊatÊanÊ�6
ÊtestÊsiteÊseeÊ�««eǹicesÊqÊ
�6
Ê�ocations®

• You must make an appointment to take the test
• You must have identification, a validated permit and a properly registered and

insured motorcycle

�fÊÞoÕÊhaveÊ«assèÊtheÊroàÊtest]ÊLringÊtheÊfollowingÊtoÊanÞÊ�6
ÊagencÞ
• 6 Points of ID (see Chapter 1)
• Validated permit
• $24 for a four-year “motorcycle-only” digital license, Class E

OR
• $18 to add the motorcycle endorsement on a valid basic or commercial NJ

driver license

http://www.njmvc.gov


 � HON TO REGISTER A DOTOR:P:CE
New Jersey’s annual motorcycle registration fee is $65. To register a motorcycle, 
bring a valid insurance card and title to a motor vehicle agency. One license plate 
must be displayed on the rear of the motorcycle at all times.

Qualified motorcyclists can obtain a Person with a Disability license plate that allows 
them to park in specially marked parking spaces. To obtain an application online go to  

www.njmvc.gov or request one by calling Èä�®ÊÓ�Ó-Èxää.ÊMail completed application to:

�6
Ê-«ecialÊ*lateÊ1nitÊ
*.".Ê	oÝÊä£xÊ
/renton]Ê �ÊänÈÈÈ-ää£x

Riders should keep in mind that it is their responsibility to make sure their motorcycles 
are free from mechanical defects and are operating properly. Although motorcycles 
are no longer required to submit for an inspection in New Jersey, law enforcement 
may still cite a cyclist for equipment of compliance or failure to make repairs.

LOW-SPEED MOTORCYCLES
Basic auto license holders can operate a low-speed motorcycle without any 
endorsement or separate motorcycle license. Low-speed motorcycles are less 
than 50cc or have a 1.5 brake horsepower motor or less with a maximum speed 
no more than 35 miles per hour on a flat surface. Low-speed motorcycles may 
not be driven on any state toll road, limited-access highway or any public road 
with a posted speed limit greater than 35 miles per hour.

Note: Anyone who takes a road test at MVC on a bike that is 231CC or less is 
restricted to riding only a 500CC or less motorcycle (M endorsement or Class E 
motorcycle-only license with restriction). If the road test is taken on a bike that is 
over 231CC, there will be no restriction with the M endorsement or motorcycle-
only license. Anyone who successfully completes a Motorcycle Safety Education 
Program (MSEP) course is exempt from this bike size requirement and will not be 
restricted. Riders who are restricted to a bike that is 500CC or less will have a 
restriction ¸5¸ noted on their license and will be required to carry an MVC-issued 
restriction card while operating the motorcycle. 

http://www.njmvc.gov
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Stop with front tire in box

StartStart

Sharp left turn

 � GRA:TI:E RIDING AND ROAD TEST
Note: The following section does not refer to those testing on a trike. The trike test 
is similar to the basic auto road test.

The MVC recommends that all applicants practice all riding skills. However, 
emphasis is placed on the following skills:

£./ÕrningÊEÊ-to««ing\ Tests an applicant’s ability to control the motorcycle while
turning and stopping. The examiner will evaluate an applicant’s ability to stay within
the path of the turn without putting a foot down, and stopping safely in a painted
stop box without putting a foot down or skidding the vehicle.

Ó.
oneÊ7eaveÊ1-/Õrn®\ÊTests an applicant’s ability to control the motorcycle
at low speed while weaving through cones and making a U-Turn in a designated
area. The examiner will evaluate an applicant’s ability to stay within the path of

Right U-turnRight U-turn

StStarartt

OvOver 500cer 500ccc

500c500cc and underc and under

travel without touching lines or cones and without putting a foot down. Cones are
12 feet apart with a two-foot offset.

http://www.njmvc.gov


Obstacle turn

StartStart

{."LstacleÊ-werve\ÊTests an applicant’s ability to swerve the motorcycle quickly
to avoid an obstacle. An applicant will be evaluated on the ability to stay within the
path of travel and turn quickly without touching a boundary line.

Note: An applicant who stalls the motorcycle during the skills test will fail.

 � GREGARE TO RIDE
As a rider, properly preparing for a trip is critical to safety. Before riding a
motorcycle, check all gear and the motorcycle itself. If the motorcycle is borrowed,
determine if any operational differences exist.

GEAR :HE:B
A good rider wears: 

• An approved U.S. Department of Transportation helmet.
• Approved eye and face protection.
• Protective clothing.

Î.	ra�ing\ÊTests an applicant’s ability to safely brake quickly. An applicant will be
evaluated on stopping distance in relation to speed of travel.

The helmet is the single most important piece of equipment riders must wear. One 
of every five reported motorcycle crashes involves head or neck injuries. A helmet 
improves survival in crashes. Make sure the approved helmet is fastened securely. 
A properly fitting, approved helmet can increase rider comfort and reduce fatigue.

HECDET LSE

Helmets are required by law in New Jersey. Riders who do not wear them can be fined.
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Tires
Condition, Tread Depth, Inflation

Tires
Condition, Tread Depth, Inflation

Clean, adjust mirrorsClean, adjust mirrors

Check gas and oil levelsCheck gas and oil levels

Adjusted and lubricated drive chainAdjusted and lubricated drive chain

Try the horn and controls before you startTry the horn and controls before you start

HeadlightsHeadlights

Consider these additional facts: 
• An approved helmet ensures adequate peripheral vision for riders. A study of more

than 900 motorcycle crashes, in which 40 percent of the riders wore helmets,
found no cases where a helmet impaired a rider’s vision or masked danger.

• Most crashes happen on short trips – less than five miles long – shortly after
starting.

• Even low-speed crashes can be fatal. In fact, most occur at speeds slower
than 30 mph. At these speeds, helmets can cut the number and severity of
head injuries by half.

Regardless of speed, riders without helmets are three times more likely to die from 
head injuries than riders wearing helmets at the time of a crash.

HECDET SECE:TION

Approved helmets come in three types: one-half, three-quarter and full face. Each must:
• Meet U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) Federal Motor Vehicle

Standard (FMVSS) 218. Look for the DOT symbol on the outside back of the
helmet. Then, look for a label inside the helmet with the manufacturer’s name,
month and year of manufacture, construction materials, model, size and other
important information.

http://www.njmvc.gov


THREE-QUARTERONE-HALFFULL FACE

• Be equipped with a chinstrap and have at least four square inches of red,
amber or white reflectorized tape on each side.

• Lack obvious defects, such as cracks, loose padding or frayed straps.

Note: Not all helmet damage is obvious. To ensure safety, do not buy a used helmet. 

When riding, keep the helmet securely fastened at all times. A loosened helmet is 
likely to fall off during a crash. 

EPE AND FA:E GROTE:TION

A full-face helmet offers riders the most protection. But it is not the only choice. 
A plastic face shield does protect a rider’s face from wind, dust, dirt, rain, insects 
and debris. Regardless, attention should be on the road - not on these potential 
problems. Choose equipment that is not distracting, so complete attention is on 
the road. Goggles can protect riders’ eyes from all these things, but do not protect 
the rest of a rider’s face – but a face shield does. Most windshields will not protect 
eyes from wind. Neither will eyeglasses or sunglasses. Glasses will not keep eyes 
from watering and might blow off while riding. The face shield and/or goggles 
must meet U.S. Department of Transportation and New Jersey standards, and 
should have the ANSI label. Because they are plastic, face shields and goggles 
will develop scratches and become brittle with age. For maximum protection and 
comfort, replace equipment regularly.

Effective eye or face protection must:
• Be scratch-free.
• Be made of shatterproof material.
• Give a clear view to either side.
• Fasten securely.
• Allow air to pass through, so it will not fog.
• Allow enough room for eyeglasses or sunglasses, if needed.
• Tinted eye protection should not be worn at night or any other time when little

light is available.
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:COTHING

Clothing helps protect riders in crashes and in other situations. Jackets and pants 
should cover arms and legs completely, while still providing comfort. Both should 
fit snugly enough that there is no flapping in the wind and loosely enough to let the 
rider move freely. 

Bright, reflective helmets and clothing help others see a motorcyclist.

Leather offers the most protection, but sturdy, synthetic material also provides 
additional protection. Wear a jacket even in warm weather. Many motorcycle 
jackets are designed to protect without over-heating, even on warm days.

Boots and shoes should be high enough to cover ankles and sturdy enough to 
provide support. Soles should be made of a hard, durable material. Heels should 
be short enough not to catch on rough surfaces. Boot straps and shoelaces should 
be tucked in.

Full-finger leather or other motorcycle gloves are also important as they provide a 
good grip on controls, while helping to protect hands during a crash.

In cold or wet weather, clothes should keep riders warm and dry, as well as 
protect riders from injury. Safely controlling a motorcycle with numb arms is nearly 
impossible. Riding for long periods in cold weather can cause severe chill, fatigue 
and hypothermia. A winter jacket should be wind resistant and fit snugly at the 
neck, wrists and waist. Rain suits should be sized so they are easily removed 
and put on, as well as designed for riding. Otherwise, these suits can tear apart 
or balloon up at high speeds. Some gloves are made to keep wind or rain from 
traveling up sleeves.

 � DOTOR:P:CE :HE:B
If something is wrong with the motorcycle, it is important to find out before entering 
traffic. Check these things before every ride:

/ires. Keep tires in good condition. Check the tire pressure using a gauge. A tire 
may be underinflated without a noticeable change in appearance. Motorcycles do 
not handle properly if the air pressure is too low or too high. Check the owner’s 
manual for the right amount of air.

/ireÊ/reà. Worn or uneven tread can make the motorcycle hard to handle, 
particularly on wet pavement.

,ims/-«o�es.ÊCheck for bent, loose or damaged rims and spokes.

�amage.ÊCheck for cuts or objects stuck to the tread. Also, check the sidewalls 
for cracks. A blowout on a motorcycle can be extremely dangerous.

http://www.njmvc.gov



ontrols. Make sure the controls work smoothly. The throttle should snap back 
when released. 


aLles. Check for kinks or broken strands. If a cable breaks while riding, the 
motorcycle could become difficult to control and a crash could result.

�ights. Make sure all lights work. Keep them clean.

/ÕrnÊ-ignal. Check all four turn signal lights. Make sure they flash when on and 
are bright (easily seen).

�eàlight. Check the headlight. In daytime, pass a hand in front of the beam 
to make sure it works. At night, try the dimmer to make sure both high and low 
beams work.

/ailÊaǹÊ	ra�eÊ�ight.ÊTry each of the brake controls and make sure that each one 
flashes the brake light.

�orn.ÊEnsure the horn works. 


hain. Make sure the drive chain is properly adjusted and lubricated. Check the 
motorcycle owner’s manual for information regarding chain adjustment.

�irrors. Clean and adjust both mirrors before riding. It is difficult and dangerous to 
adjust a mirror while riding. Swing both mirrors far enough outward to show about 
half the lane behind and as much as possible of the lane to the side.

�asÊaǹÊ"il. Check gas and oil levels before riding. Running out of gas is 
inconvenient. It can also be dangerous as it makes leaving the road difficult. Lack 
of oil can seize an engine, causing the rear wheel to lock and loss of control. 

 � GET FADICIAR NITH THE DOTOR:P:CE
Be completely familiar with the motorcycle before riding it. If the cycle is borrowed:

• Check everything.
• Learn where all controls are, particularly turn signals, horn, headlight switch,

fuel control valve and motor cut-off switch. Be able to find and operate them
without having to look.

• Check controls. Learn the gear pattern. Work the throttle, clutch and brakes
a few times before riding.

• Ride very cautiously until learning how the motorcycle handles. For instance,
take turns slowly and allow for extra stopping distance.



Hands.



TLRNING

New riders often try to take curves or turns too fast and cannot hold it, causing 
panic and bringing the motorcycle into another lane of traffic or off the road. 
Braking too hard, which may cause a skid or loss of control, can also occur. Riders 
must learn to judge how fast a curve may safely be taken. Approach all turns with 
caution. When turning, use the following steps for better control:

-lowÊ�own.ÊReduce speed before a turn. Keep speed down until completing the turn.

�oo�.ÊUse head turns for directional control and to look through the turn.

�ean.ÊTo turn, the motorcycle must lean. To lean the motorcycle, push on the 
handgrip in the direction of the turn. Maintain steady speed or accelerate gradually. 
Avoid decelerating in the turn. Higher speeds and/or tighter turns require more 
lean. In normal turns, the rider and motorcycle should lean together. In slow, tight 
turns, lean the motorcycle only and keep your body straight.

9RABING&STOGGING

Motorcycles have two brakes. Both are needed to stop effectively and safely. The 
front brake provides about three-quarters of the stopping power. Front wheel locks 
release the lever until the tire regains traction. If the rear wheel locks, do not 
release it. Keep it locked until the motorcycle comes to a stop.

When braking, remember:

• Practice using the front brake correctly. Braking is an activity that requires
continuous practice for maximum proficiency.

• When slowing down or stopping, always use both brakes. This ensures riders
have enough skill to use the front brake properly when needed.

• Apply both brakes at the same time. Do not apply the rear brake first.

SHIFTING

There is more to shifting than getting the motorcycle to accelerate smoothly. 
Instability can occur if the gears are used incorrectly when downshifting, turning or 
starting from a standstill on a hill. Change gears to match the engine speed with 
the road speed.

DONNSHIFTING

It is important to shift down through gears for the appropriate slow down or stop. 
This ensures riders always have enough power to accelerate quickly if needed. 
Travel at the proper speed to shift into a lower gear. Motorcycles may lurch, and 
the rear wheel may lock up, if downshifting is performed at too fast a speed or the 
clutch is released abruptly. Remember:



ive



SIGNACS

Signals communicate intentions to other road users. 

/ÕrnÊ-ignals�

Use turn signals to:
• Clearly indicate lane changes and other riding maneuvers.
• Become easier to see. Other motorists can easily see turn signals. It is a good

idea to use signals for every lane change and turn.

Note: Turn off turn signals after the turn or lane change is made. If not, other 
motorists might be confused about a rider’s intentions.

9RABE CIGHT

Help others see the motorcycle by tapping the foot brake lightly before slowing 
down. This action will flash the brake light. It is very important to signal others by 
flashing the brake light when:

 • 0lowing down more NuicHly than might be eUpected. �#or eUample	 before
maHing a turn from a high
speed highway.�

 • 0lowing down where others may not eUpect it. �#or eUample	 before slowing
down to turn in the middle of a blocH.�

 • 4hen being followed closely	 flash the braHe light before slowing down.
�1his cannot be done	 however	 in an emergency situation.�

HORN

Use the horn to get the attention of other motorists, but do not rely solely on it. Use 
the horn when someone is in the driver’s seat of a vehicle parked on the street, 
riding a bicycle or walking in the street and may pull into traffic. In an emergency, 
use the horn and be ready to slow down or turn away from danger.

The two biggest dangers are:
• An oncoming vehicle turning left.
• Vehicles on side streets pulling into traffic. Never count on “eye contact” as

a sign that a motorist is aware and will yield the right-of-way. All too often, a
motorist looks right at a motorcycle and still does not see it.

ROAD GOSITION
Motorists have very little choice about positioning in travel lanes. However, each 
marked lane provides three possible travel paths to motorcyclists. To be seen 
most clearly, ride in the portion of the lane where it is most likely a motorist 
can see a motorcycle. When behind a vehicle, ride where the motorist can see 
the motorcycle in the rearview mirror. See the rearview mirror of the vehicle? 

1 NJSA 39:4-126: The required signal may be given “by means of the hand and arm… or by an 
approved mechanical or electrical device.... A signal of intention to turn right or left when required shall 
be given continuously during not less than the last 100 feet traveled by the vehicle before turning.”
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Visible area

BLIND AREA

BLIND AREA

 If so, it is more likely the driver can see the motorcycle.

9CIND SGOTS

When alongside a vehicle, speed up and get by quickly or drop back.

:ENTER GOSITION

It is not true that riding in the center of a lane is dangerous because of the grease 
strip residue left by other vehicles. Still, it is best to ride slightly to the left or the 
right of center. Unless the road is wet with rain, traction on most grease strips is 
the same as the rest of the pavement. However, big grease buildups found at busy 
intersections or toll booths should be avoided. 

INTERSE:TIONS

Enter the intersection with a space cushion on either side that allows evasive action 
if necessary. Approach an intersection  with the best view of oncoming traffic. 
When approaching a blind intersection, move to the portion of the lane in other 

http://www.njmvc.gov


Scan, Identify, Predict, Decide, Execute.
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on a residential street. Most motorcycle/automobile crashes occur at intersections. 
Oncoming vehicles turning left into the path of the motorcycle causes many 
crashes. Therefore, using SIPDE at intersections is critical.

Before entering an intersection, search for:

• Oncoming traffic that may turn left.
• Traffic from the left.
• Traffic from the right.
• Traffic approaching from behind.

Be alert at intersections with limited visibility. Be visually aware of busy surroundings 
that might camouflage a motorcycle.

GREDI:T

Anticipate the effect of hazards. The direction a potential hazard moves is 
important. Clearly, a vehicle moving away is not as critical as a vehicle moving into 
a rider’s path.

Determine the effect of the hazard and where a collision might occur. How critical 
is the hazard? How probable is a collision? This is the “What if…?” phase of SIPDE 
that depends on knowledge and experience. Now, estimate the consequences of 
the hazard. How might the hazard - or effort to avoid it - affect others?

DE:IDE

Determine how to reduce the hazard by:

• Communicating presence and intentions.
• Adjusting speed.
• Adjusting position.

Communication is the most passive action because it depends on the response 
of someone else. Use lights and honk the horn but do not rely on the actions 
of others. Speed adjustment can be acceleration, slowing or stopping. Position 
adjustment can be changing lane position or completely changing direction.

In both cases, the degree of adjustment depends on how critical the hazard is and how 
much time and space is available: The more time and space, the less amount of risk.

In high potential risk areas, such as intersections, reduce reaction time by 
increasing space and readying possible escape routes.

EOE:LTE

This is when riding skills come into play, which must become second nature. The 
best decision will be meaningless without the skills to carry it out. Riders must ride 
within their own ability. 

http://www.njmvc.gov


Area seen in mirrors

Rider’s blind spot

 � :HE:B 9CIND SGOTS
LSING HEAD :HE:BS

Motorcycles have blind spots just like other vehicles do. When changing lanes, turn 
and look at the traffic behind. That is the only way to see a vehicle behind and in 

the next lane. It is particularly important before a rapid lane change. Many riders 
make rapid lane changes out of necessity and habit. There is very little chance a 
motorist in the next lane can react quickly enough to avoid a rapid lane change. 
Check first, then change. 

On a roadway with several lanes, check the far lanes, too. Another motorist could 
be headed for the same space.

LSING DIRRORS

Traffic situations change quickly. Check mirrors every few seconds to see what 
traffic is approaching from behind. That way, passing cars and other vehicles will 
not be a surprise. There are particular times when it is very important to use mirrors:

• 7henÊslowingỀownÊorÊsto««ingÊsÕ̀ ènlÞ. If there is a vehicle close
behind, it may be better to keep moving.

• 7henÊsto««èÊatÊanÊintersection.ÊWatch vehicles approaching from
behind. Evasive action may be necessary if an approaching motorist is not
paying attention.

• 7henÊchangingÊlanes. Make sure no one is about to pass.
• 7henÊtÕrning.ÊWatch vehicles behind, especially when making what could be

an unexpected turn, such as into alleys, driveways and side streets.

Many motorcycles have round, convex mirrors, which provide a bigger view of the 
road behind than flat mirrors. However, these mirrors make vehicles seem farther 
away then they really are. To get used to convex mirrors: While stopped, pick out 
a parked vehicle in the mirror and form a mental image of how far away it is. Then, 
turn around and look to see how close it really is. Practice helps riders judge 
distance well. Even then, allow extra distance before changing lanes. Regardless, 
always make a final head check before changing lanes.
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CORRECT FOR INSIDE CURVES CORRECT FOR OUTSIDE CURVES

GOSITIONING

Motorcycle riders can see things other motorists cannot see by riding in the portion 
of the lane where they are most likely to be seen.

,ìingÊthroÕghÊcÕrves. Move to one side of the lane or the other to get a better 
view of the curve.

7atchingÊatÊintersections. Riders can peek easily around buildings, parked 
vehicles or bushes to see if anything is coming. Other motorists cannot.

-to««ingÊatÊLliǹÊintersections. Blind intersections can make it hard to see 
danger coming from the side. At a stop sign, stop there first. Then, edge forward 
and stop again, just short of where the cross-traffic lane meets the lane you are 
in. From that position, lean forward and look around buildings, parked vehicles or 
bushes. Keep the front wheel out of the cross lane of travel while doing this.

-eeingÊatÊtheÊroàsìe. Angle the motorcycle across the road to see both 
directions without straining, which is particularly important before making a U-turn.

 � BEEG THE GROGER DISTAN:E
The best protection is distance between a motorcycle and other motorists. If 
another motorist makes a mistake, distance provides time to react and time to 
move away.

FRONT

Under ordinary conditions, stay at least two seconds behind the vehicle ahead. 

http://www.njmvc.gov
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To prevent lane sharing:

• Do not ride between rows of stopped vehicles.
• Do not try to squeeze past a stopped vehicle in the same lane. Anything could

happen—a hand could come out of a window, a door could open or a vehicle
could turn suddenly.

• Discourage lane sharing by others. The best way to do this is to keep a
center lane position in situations where other motorists might be tempted
to squeeze by.

Moving to the far side of a lane in these situations invites lane sharing. Lane 
placement depends on different circumstances. Ride in the portion of the lane 
where it is easiest to be seen.

�ergingÊvehicles.ÊVehicles entering a highway from an entrance ramp may have 
trouble seeing a motorcycle. One reason is that motorcycle headlights are difficult 
to see at an angle. Change lanes or make space to let the motorist in. Do not 
assume that motorists always see motorcycles. 

6ehiclesÊalongsìe. Do not ride alongside vehicles whenever possible. A vehicle 
in the next lane could change lanes without warning. Vehicles in the next lane also 
block an escape route. Speed up or drop back until it is clear on both sides.

9A:B

Many riders complain about tailgaters, which are motorists that follow too closely. 
When another vehicle is following too closely:

• Open up additional following distance. This provides the tailgater more time to
react in an emergency.

• Slow down so the tailgater can pass when clear.

 � HANDCING DANGEROLS SLRFA:ES
A motorcycle is delicately balanced on two wheels. To stay upright, the two wheels 
must have good traction. Any surface that affects the motorcycle’s traction will 
affect its balance. Any slippery surface increases the chance of a rider falling. 
Dangerous surfaces include:

• Slippery surfaces.
• Uneven surfaces.
• Grooves and gratings.
• Sloping surfaces.

Some slippery surfaces are:

• Liquids.
• Sand/Gravel.





This Not This

LNEMEN SLRFA:ES

Watch for uneven surfaces, such as bumps, broken pavement, potholes or railroad 
tracks, while riding. If the condition is bad enough, it could affect control of the 
motorcycle. Follow these guidelines to handle uneven surfaces:

• Slow down to reduce impact.
• Straighten out so that the motorcycle is upright.
• Rise slightly on the footpegs to absorb the shock.


rossingÊrailroàÊtrac�s

Cross railroad tracks at an angle. When turning to cross the tracks head on, it may 
be more dangerous than crossing at a slight angle. Turn slightly to cross something 
running parallel, such as trolley tracks, ruts in the middle of the road or a pavement 
seam. To cross something running next to the motorcycle, move away far enough 
to be able to cross it at an angle. Then, just make a quick sharp turn. Do not try to 
edge across it. It could catch the tires and upset balance. 

�roovesÊaǹÊ�ratings

When riding over rain grooves or a metal bridge grating, the motorcycle will tend 
to wander back and forth. While this may be uneasy, it is not generally dangerous. 
Therefore, the best thing to do is ride relaxed and avoid abrupt maneuvers.

-lo«ingÊ-Õrfaces

A road surface that slopes from one side to the other is not difficult to handle when 
riding straight ahead. However, in a curve, a slope can make the turn harder if it 
goes the wrong way.



on



�ncreaseỀistance. Distance is difficult to judge well at night. Make up for this by 
allowing extra distance from vehicles ahead. Leave more room on either side when 
riding alongside vehicles. Ensure there is enough distance to pass another vehicle.

 � BNON HAQARDS
No matter how carefully a motorcyclist rides, there will always be “tight spots.” The 
chance of escaping safely depends on how quickly riders react. Here is how to 
handle a few scenarios:

HLI:B STOGS

Since the front brake supplies about three-quarters of braking power, use it to 
stop quickly. Squeeze the brake lever steadily and firmly. Do not grab at it. Apply it 
without locking the front wheel.

The rear brake should be applied at the same time. Try not to lock the rear wheel.

TIRE FAICLRE

If the cycle starts handling differently, pull off and check the tires. Riders will more 
often feel a flat tire than hear it happen. 

If the front tire goes flat, the steering will feel “heavy.” If the rear tire goes flat, the 
back of the motorcycle will tend to jerk from side to side. If a tire suddenly loses air, 
react quickly to keep balance by:

• Concentrating on steering a straight course.
• Gradually closing the throttle and coasting.
• Edging toward the side of the road and stopping.

STL:B THROTTCE

Sometimes, when trying to close the throttle, it will not turn. If this happens when 
slowing down for traffic ahead or making a turn, react quickly to prevent a crash by:

• Immediately flip the engine cutoff switch and pull the clutch. This disconnects
the engine from the rear wheel and keeps riders from speeding up. After
pulling the clutch, keep it in until stopped or the throttle is freed.

• When unable to close the throttle, use the motor cut-off switch or the key to
turn off the engine. For motorcycles without a cut-off switch or if the key is on
the side of the cycle - Stop, and then turn off the engine.

After stopping, check the throttle cable carefully to find the source of the trouble. 
Make certain the throttle is working freely before continuing.
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NO99CE

At various speeds, the front wheel can sometimes begin to wobble (shake from 
side to side). To ride out a wobble:

• Firmly grip the handlebars. Do not fight the wobble.
• Gradually close the throttle. Let the motorcycle slow down. (Do not apply the

brakes; it could worsen the wobble.)

Pull off the road as soon as possible. If carrying a heavy load, distribute it more 
evenly. When at a gas station or using a tire gauge, check tire inflation. Other 
things that can cause a wobble are: 

• Bent or out-of-alignment wheel.
• Poorly adjusted steering.
• Improperly mounted or designed windshield.
• Loose wheel bearings or loose spokes.

OFF THE ROAD

Do these two important things when leaving the roadway to check the motorcycle 
or to rest:


hec�ÊtheÊroàsìe. Make sure the surface of the roadside is firm enough to ride 
on. If it is soft grass, loose sand or unclear, slow nearly all the way before leaving 
the roadway. Since motorists behind might not expect this, make sure to check 
mirrors and signal clearly and early. 

*ÕllÊwellÊoffÊtheÊroà. Get as far off the road as possible. A motorcycle by the 
side of the road is difficult to spot. Another vehicle may also leave the roadway, so 
it is important to be seen. 

ROAD HAQARDS

Even a quick stop may not be enough to avoid hitting something. A piece of debris 
or a pothole might appear suddenly when the vehicle ahead passes over it. Or the 
vehicle ahead might stop suddenly. The only way to avoid a collision is a quick turn 
or swerve.

To make a quick turn, lean the motorcycle quickly in the necessary direction: The 
sharper the turn, the more severe the lean.

To get the motorcycle to lean quickly, press on the inside of the handgrip in the 
same necessary direction. To turn to the right, press on the inside of the right 
handgrip. This causes the front wheel to move slightly to the left and the motorcycle 
to continue straight ahead. The result is a lean to the right.

http://www.njmvc.gov


Self-demonstration: While riding in a straight line, press the inside of the right 
handlebar. Notice the motorcycle turns to the right. Practice making quick turns, 
so in an emergency, it is second nature.

Using this technique makes the motorcycle lean in normal turns, too. Most riders 
do not notice it except on very sharp turns.

In an emergency, do not switch lanes and risk being hit by a vehicle. It is possible 
to squeeze by most obstacles without switching lanes. This is one scenario when 
the size of the motorcycle is favorable. Even if the obstacle is a vehicle, there is 
generally time to make sure there are no vehicles in the other lane.

RIDING OMER O9AE:TS

Sometimes there is no option but to ride over an object. Handling objects is a lot 
like riding over uneven surfaces. Here is what to do:

• Hold onto the handlegrips tightly.
• Keep a straight course. This keeps the motorcycle upright and reduces the

chance of falling on impact.
• Rise slightly on the footpegs. This allows legs and arms to absorb the shock

and helps the rider from being bounced off when the rear wheel hits.

There are other ways of handling these obstacles. However, they require a lot of 
skill. The three steps above are a safe way to avoid obstacles found on highways. 
After riding over an object, always check tires for damage. 

FCPING O9AE:TS

Insects, cigarette butts thrown from vehicle windows or rocks kicked up by tires of 
the vehicle ahead; any of these objects might strike riders. Without face protection, 
riders can be struck in the eye, the face or the mouth. Face protection still might 
become smeared or cracked, making it difficult to see. Whatever happens, do not 
let it affect motorcycle control. Watch the road and keep hands on the handlebars. 
As soon as it is safe, pull off the road and repair any damage.

ANIDACS

Naturally, do everything possible to avoid hitting a small animal. However, in traffic, 
do not swerve from the lane to avoid hitting an animal. There is a better chance of 
surviving impact with an animal than impact with a vehicle.

Motorcycles tend to attract dogs. Do not kick a chasing animal. It is too easy to 
lose control of the motorcycle. Instead, shift down and approach the animal slowly. 
After reaching the animal, speed up suddenly, leaving it behind quickly and helping 
the dog lose interest.
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 � :ARRPING GASSENGERS AND :ARGO
Before carrying a passenger or large loads, know how both could affect 
motorcycle operation. Extra weight changes the way the motorcycle handles - the 
way it balances, the way it turns, the way it speeds up and the way it slows down. 
Passengers that weigh less than the operator impact operation much less than 
those who are heavier.

GASSENGERS

Guidelines to follow in carrying a passenger or cargo:

• Check the motorcycle for adequate passenger-carrying equipment.
• Instruct passengers before starting.
• Adjust tires and shocks to account for the passenger’s weight.

To carry a passenger, the motorcycle must have:

�Ê«ro«erÊseat.ÊThe seat must be large enough to hold the operator and passenger 
without crowding. Operators should not have to move any closer to the front of the 
motorcycle than normal. A passenger should not hang over the end of the seat.

�oot«egs.ÊThe passenger must have a set of footpegs. Without firm footing, an 
operator and passenger can both fall off. 

*rotectiveÊeµÕi«ment.ÊA passenger must have the same type of protective 
equipment as the operator.

INSTRL:TING GASSENGERS

Never assume any passenger knows what to do. Provide complete instructions 
before starting.

A passenger should be told to:

• Get on the motorcycle after the engine has started.
• Sit as far forward as possible without crowding the operator.
• Hold the operator’s waist, hips or belt tightly.
• Keep both feet on the pegs at all times, even when the motorcycle is stopped.
• Look over the rider’s shoulder in the direction of turns and curves.
• Stay directly behind the operator, leaning when the operator leans (in the

same direction).
• Avoid any unnecessary motion.

RIDING NITH A GASSENGER

When carrying a passenger, the motorcycle responds more slowly. It takes longer 

http://www.njmvc.gov
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2 Seconds

*lanningÊaheà. When leading, look ahead for changes. Give hand signals early, 
so the word spreads among the riders in plenty of time. Start lane changes early 
enough to allow all riders to complete the change.

*ÕttingÊLeginnersÊÕ«Êfront. Place inexperienced riders behind the leader, where 
they can be watched by more experienced riders.

�ollowingÊthoseÊLehiǹ.ÊLet the last in line set the pace. Use mirrors to keep an 
eye on the person behind. Slow down to let others catch up. If everyone does this, 
the group will stay with the rider on the tail end.

�nowingÊtheÊroÕte.ÊMake sure everybody knows the route. Obey any special 
rules on a particular route.

DISTAN:E

It is important to keep close ranks and a safe distance. A close group takes up less 
space on the highway, making the group easier to see. A close group is also less 
likely to be separated by traffic lights. However, it must be done properly.

�oÊnotÊ«airÊÕ«. Never operate directly alongside another motorcycle. There will 
be no place to escape or avoid another vehicle. Talk to another rider only when 
stopped.

-taggereỀformation.ÊKeep close ranks, yet maintain adequate distance through 
a “staggered” formation. The leader rides to the left side of the lane, while the 
second 

http://www.njmvc.gov
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think clearly and to perform physical tasks skillfully. Alcohol has extremely harmful 
effects on motorcycle operating skills. The effects of alcohol begin long before a 
rider is legally intoxicated.

RIDE SAFE $ RIDE SO9ER

�rÕgs

Almost any drug can affect the skills needed to ride a motorcycle safely. This 
includes prescription drugs, as well as illegal drugs. It even includes such everyday 
drugs as cold tablets or allergy pills. Such drugs can cause weakness, dizziness or 
drowsiness. Understand the effects of drugs before riding.

Do not take illegal drugs. 

Stop and wait if dizziness or weakness from prescription or over-the-counter drugs 
occurs. Do not ride until regaining a normal feeling. Slow down and keep more 
than the normal distance between other vehicles if it is necessary to continue.

�atigÕe

Riding a motorcycle is much more tiring than operating another vehicle. For road 
trips, tiredness sets in more quickly when riding a motorcycle. The effects of 
fatigue on vehicle control can also be much worse:

• Protection from the elements. Wind, cold and rain can make riders tire quickly.
Dress warmly. A windshield is worth its cost, especially for riders that travel
frequently.

• Limit distance traveled. Do not cover more than about 300 miles a day.
• Take frequent rests. Stop and get off the cycle. It is also a good idea to drink

water during rest stops.

 � :HE:BING THE DOTOR:P:CE
Plenty of things on the highway can cause trouble for riders. A motorcycle should not 
be one of them. Three ways to be sure a motorcycle will not let its rider down are:

1. Have the right equipment.
2. Keep the bike in safe riding condition.
3. Avoid add-on accessories or modifications that make it harder to handle.

DODEC

The right motorcycle is incredibly important. Beginners might want to consider a 
smaller motorcycle that is no more than 250cc until becoming more experienced 
or until after driving several hundred miles. Make sure the motorcycle fits. A rider’s 
feet should be able to reach the ground while sitting.

http://www.njmvc.gov
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 � A::ESSORIES AND DODIFI:ATIONS
A safe motorcycle can be quickly turned into a menace by adding the wrong 
accessories or making changes in the motorcycle that can make it much harder to 
handle. Here are a few things to avoid:

• �ighwaÞÊ«egsÊmoÕntèÊonÊtheÊfrontÊofÊtheÊmotorcÞcleÊtoÊallowÊthe
rìerÊtoÊleanÊLac�. These pegs delay the operator’s ability to reach the foot
brake in an emergency.

• -issÞÊ	ars]ÊaÊhighÊLarÊorÊframeÊmoÕntèÊonÊtheÊLac�ÊofÊtheÊseat]Êcan
changeÊtheÊmotorcÞcle½sÊcenterÊofÊgravitÞÊaǹÊaffectÊitsÊLalanceÊwhen
loàè]ÊwhileÊ«reventingÊtheÊo«eratorÊaǹÊ«assengerÊfromÊgettingÊoff
theÊmotorcÞcleÊinÊaÊhÕrrÞ. Extended handlebars, which extend above the
operator’s shoulders, are illegal in New Jersey.

http://www.njmvc.gov
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Driver Safety



FLASHING RED LIGHT
Stop. Yield to traƱc and pedestrians. Go only when safe. Flashing red lights at 
railroad crossings indicate an approaching train. Motorists must yield to the 
train. Go only when red lights stop ưashing and when all other active warning 
devices deactivate.



•••• 

"" UNLIT SIGNAL 
Stop if a signal does not have any of its bulbs working and no one is directing 

traffic. It is considered a four-way stop sign. Look left and right. Yield to traffic 

coming from the right or left. Be careful and go only when safe. 

"" ORANGE, STEADY RAISED-PALM SYMBOL 
Pedestrians must not leave the sidewalk or enter the roadway when facing the 

light. Those already in the roadway should quickly go to a safe spot. Pedestrians 

already within the crosswalk will have time to cross the intersection before the 

signal changes. Those who have not yet left the sidewalk or curb should not 

enter the roadway. 

"" WHITE, STEADY PEDESTRIAN SILHOUETTE/COUNTDOWN 
PEDESTRIAN SIGN WITH STEADY PEDESTRIAN SILHOUETTE 
Pedestrians facing the signal may cross the roadway in the direction of the 

signal. New Jersey law requires turning motorists to yield to pedestrians 

crossing on this signal and to pedestrians in the crosswalk. 

Pedestrian push-buttons are located at certain traffic signals. A short time 

after the button is pushed, the flow of traffic at the intersection changes to a 

longer green for the side street. 

Traffic engineers use color, such as an optional yellow-green or a standard 

yellow, for the pedestrian crossing and bicycle warning signs which are of 

utmost importance. These signs alert New Jersey motorists that they must 

share the road with pedestrians and bicyclists and yield to them. 

Signs are divided into three basic categories: 

• Warning: Warn motorists of hazards ahead that are difficult to see.

• Guidance: Guide motorists to a destination by clearly identifying the route. 

• Regulatory: Regulate traffic speed and movement. 

The signs are manufactured in different shapes and colors to convey a 

particular message. Examples of the various sign types, shapes and colors 

are found in the diagram on the next page. 
1 When the maximum safe speed around a curve or turn is lower than the posted 

speed limit, an advisory speed sign is used with the proper warning sign. 
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White X Railroad crossing signs

Roadway hazard and rail-
road crossing warning signs

Railroad crossing 
advance warning signs

Warning signs are for road conditions that need caution and for speciƮc 
hazards that may be encountered during certain road operations. Some of the 
warning signs alert motorists to road conditions, railroad crossings, school 
crossings or curved roadways. The signs are yellow and diamond-shaped with 
a black symbol or word message.



•••• 

A Motorist should react to road work signs by: 

• Controlling the distance between his/her vehicle and the one in front, as

well as his/her reaction time. Always read the signs, follow directions and

prepare to slow down or stop.

• Staying alert to the moving construction machinery in the work zone. With 

patience, a motorist will contribute to the overall safety of motorists and 

workers in the work zone. 

• Watching for workers on the road, who risk injury, possibly death. Flaggers 

may stop and release traffic through the work zone. Note that flaggers 

have the same authority as a regulatory sign, so a motorist may be cited 

if he/she disobeys their directions. 

"" GUIDANCE SIGNS 

Guidance signs identify destinations and routes for motorists. 

Motorist Service Signs 

Motorist service signs have white letters or symbols on a blue background and 

provide information about motorist services. 

"" REGULATORY SIGNS 

Regulatory signs are generally rectangular, with the longer vertical dimension, 

and have black wording and borders on a white background. Some important 

regulatory signs to know are: 

• STOP: Octagonal sign with white wording and border on red background.

• YIELD: White inverted triangle with red wording and border with a white

border band.
• CROSSBUCK: X -shaped railroad crossing sign with black wording on a 

white background means the same as a Yield sign. Motorists must always

yield the right-of-way to trains. Trains cannot swerve to avoid motorists.

• DO NOT ENTER: White square with a red circle that has a white band

horizontally across the center of the circle and the words "DO NOT ENTER" 

in white letters on the upper and lower parts of the circle.

Two national signs that indicate where certain interstate trucks can or cannot 

travel are now being used in New Jersey: 

• Green: Marks the routes and ramps where trucks are permitted; also marks

the travel route to services and terminals.

• Red: Marks the routes and ramps where trucks are prohibited; also marks

the end of designated routes.
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At railroad crossings, 
there will be a crossbuck and some crossings will include ưashing red lights, 
ringing bells and/or gates lowered across the road as a train approaches. 
Pavement markings, signs and crossbucks are passive warning devices; 
ưashing red lights, ringing bells and lowered gates are active warning devices. 
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SGE:IAC NARNING SIGNS
1hese signs alert motorists to slow
moving vehicles. � fluorescent and 
reflective orange triangular sign indicates slow
moving vehicles	 such asfarm 
and construction eNuipment operating on public highways. 1he operators must 
obey all traffic rules and place a slow
moving vehicle sign on the bacH of their 
vehicles to warn approaching motorists.

RLD9CE STRIGS
1ransverse and longitudinal rumble strips are small indentations or narrow	 
raised strips on the highway or shoulder that are put there to alert the motorist 
there is a decision point ahead �such as a four
way intersection after miles of 
uninterrupted travel�. �s the strips vibrate the steering wheel and maHe a noise	 
they will waHe the motorist who may have doWed off or caution the motorist 
about the danger ahead. /umble strips will not damage a vehicle. 1hey are 
meant to get a motorist to drive slowly. 1hey are almost always used with a 
cautionary sign. 

SGEED HLDGS&SGEED 9LDGS
,ther types of speed control devices include speed humps and speed bumps. � 
speed hump is a low ridge that runs across a street and that is designed to slow 
down cars. � speed hump is a longer	 flatter version of a speed bump	 which is 
more raised.

ROLNDA9OLTS
� roundabout is a one
way	 circular intersection in which traffic flows around a 
center island. /oundabouts are designed to meet the needs of all road users j 
drivers	 pedestrians	 pedestrians with disabilities	 and bicyclists. � roundabout 
eliminates some of the conflicting traffic	 such as left turns	 which cause crashes 
at traditional intersections. �ecause roundabout traffic enters or eUits only 
through right turns	 the occurrence of severe crashes is substantially reduced. 



•••• 

�@ 
Sharp Turn Ahead Divided Highway 

<!>��@ 
Winding Road Merge Hill Lane Reduction Ahead 

<$>�@<® 
Cross Road Cattle Crossing School Slippery When Wet 

m•�<=> 
Hospital Person with a Disability Yield Ahead Signal Ahead 

Two-Lane Traffic Road Narrows



Bike Lane Bike May Use
Full Lane

Bicycles Present



Parallel Track Sign Crossbuck (Yield to Train)
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4ith at least one location in each of New Jersey�s �� counties	 the *3  
provides numerous customer services. !river testing and licensing	 vehicle 
titling and registration	 driver conferences	 restoration of driving privileges 
and surcharge fee payments are offered at varied sites throughout the state. 
-lease refer to the following pages and�or www.njmvc.gov for specific  
site information.
1here are several types of inspection facilities available to New Jersey motorists.


entralÊins«ectionÊfacilities provide services in various locations. 1hese 
facilities inspect all types of standard vehicles. 0ome central inspection 
facilities reNuire an appointment. 0ee www.njins«ections.com for more 
information.

*rivateÊins«ectionÊfacilities are in more than �	� locations statewide	 
including at gas stations and body repair shops. 1hese facilities will perform 
standard vehicle inspections for a fee. #or a complete list of *3 
approved 
-rivate inspection facilities	 visit www.njins«ections.com.

http://www.njmvc.gov
http://www.njmvc.gov
http://www.njinspections.com
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/oÊ«aÞÊaÊsÕrchargeÊLill\Ê
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030 
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/oÊretÕrnÊlicenseÊ«lates\Ê
*otor 3ehicle  ommission 
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violationsÊaǹÊrestorations\ 
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1renton	 NJ ����
��

�orÊallÊotherÊ�6
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JUSTDRIVE .COM

hey u! put it dwn

In NJ, 
talking or 

texting on a 
hand-held device 
could cost you-  

money... your 
l icense... or even 

someone’s 
l i fe.

Chris Christie, Governor
Kim Guadagno, Lt. Governor 









Governor Chris Christie
Lt. Governor Kim Guadagno
Chairman and Chief Administrator Raymond P. Martinez
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