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SCHOOLS

FIND YOUR NICHE

Summertime is a great time find one's niche. If you're a student, it's likely that
you'll have more free and out-of-class time than at other points during the school
year.

WHAT SHALL YOU DO?

Get outside - explore and try new things. You may be playing more sports,
exploring nature, spending more time with family, friends, and pets, working
jobs, and getting involved with service, scouts, or volunteering for a good cause.

Summer experiences are often where dyslexic young people find what they
really love doing or are good at. Young artists might look for sources of visual
inspiration (non-profit art centers, museums, galleries, conventions) and seek out
dedicated time to make, draw, paint, or sculpt.

Jobs and summer experiences may be the first time that students have
opportunities for leadership and responsibilities. They may have felt like "below
average" students during the school year, but really discover themselves and
their strengths in the real world.

If your student has an unusual interest, then find reasons for them to celebrate
that and deepen their knowledge. Some families may follow up on a child's
interest by making a family trip to a Civil War battleground, artist studio, video
game studio, or marine sanctuary.



The Dyslexic MIND we described in our book, The Dyslexic Advantage, talked
about talent areas in Material Reasoning (reasoning through physical materials),
Interconnected Reasoning (relating different areas), Narrative Reasoning
(storytelling and scene construction), and Dynamic Reasoning, looking into the
future and making predictions.

Summer activities based on material reasoning could take the form of building a
go cart or tree house, going on an architectural tour in a city, or redesigning a
room.

Interconnected reasoning can take place whenever different disciplines or
subjects come together - like math and physical education or art and biology or
music and science.

In schools, one helpful way to create interdisciplinary programs is to partner with
a teacher from another subject discipline.

Sometimes there are web resources giving examples of interdisciplinary projects
(for example, this article from Edutopia), but if you want to take an approach to
many projects or subjects you are planning to teach, then using ChatGPT or Grok
or another Al assistant may provide many ideas for blending different topics in
learning.

For example, for a prompt to suggest interdisciplinary projects based on early
American history, a chat assistant suggested creative writing assignments from
different points of view in early American History, research on the biological and
disease impacts of early immigrants and settlers, learning about early Native
American and European art traditions, in addition to other project ideas that
touch on Geography, Economics, Math, or Government.

It may seem a bit of a stretch planning interdisciplinary projects for students if
these haven't been a conscious part of students' education before, but this is an
area where many dyslexic students (and later adults) can excel - and gaining
exposure and experience with this complex higher order thinking can be exciting
for students as they discover some of where their strengths lie.


https://www.edutopia.org/article/recipe-interdisciplinary-project-based-learning/
https://www.edutopia.org/article/recipe-interdisciplinary-project-based-learning/
https://chatgpt.com/
https://chatgpt.com/
https://grok.com/
https://grok.com/

Interdisciplinary projects are part of International Baccalaureate programs as well
as some special schools (like STEM) and gifted / highly capable schools, but they
are good fits also for dyslexic students in general.

Some students may discover their Interdisciplinary or Interconnected Reasoning
strengths by working on science projects for science fairs or getting involved in
Odyssey of the Mind or Future Problem Solvers competitions. These programs
also help students exercise dynamic reasoning strengths - being able to forecast
and make predictions about the future. Scenario-building is alway a big part of
these usually group projects - and dyslexic students can excel at these activities.

These programs may also take place during the school year, but summer may be a
better time to go deep with a project because of competing demands of
coursework.

Finally, students can enjoy their summer vacations getting immersed in stories
and making some of their own. Reading can be through any modality -
audiobooks, ebooks with custom voices, or even print reading the usual way if
silent reading is fluent enough. If students are on the cusp of being fluent
readers, then reading the first chapters with them - then letting them take over on
their own may be all they need to get going. The hardest part of reading a high
interest novel is usually the beginning because character names and places are
difficult to read and students have to figure out what the story is about.

If your student is reading for fun - you can also preview the book by asking search
or Al chat assistant.

For students who want to write stories, but have trouble with writing fast enough
to keep up with their ideas, then allowing them to dictate stories or use a chat
assistant to brainstorm and get their ideas down on a page.

The challenge with working with an Al assistant is that you don't want them to
just write a story for you - you want to use as an assistant to brainstorm, identify
plot holes, or organize what you've said.

There are many options for this - include Vnote.ai which we've mentioned before.
I've also heard of several users who like Claude.ai for fiction writing.


https://odysseyofthemind.com/
https://odysseyofthemind.com/
https://fpspi.org/
https://fpspi.org/
https://claude.ai/
https://claude.ai/
https://vnote.ai
https://vnote.ai
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All the main Al assistants have options for dictation and read back of replies, but
they may require a paid subscription and in some cases, use of an app.

Recent updates to Claude allow you to upload content that you've personally
written so that it writes with your voice and style. It might be your choice that you
don't want to have younger children writing with an Al program. There are free
versions where you can see how various programs work and if there are good fits
or not for particular students.

There are many interesting uses for Al that can be valuable for dyslexic students.
For young students, who have difficulty expressing themselves, being able to
work with an infinitely patient conversation and idea partner can valuable.

Here is an example of a teacher showing
how she uses conversation mode in
Claude to give English Language Learners
conversational practice.

Conversation with Caide A



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aqTHY4A7zg4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aqTHY4A7zg4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aqTHY4A7zg4
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WHY IS MY STUDENT BEING
TAUGHT NONSENSE WORDS?

A parent is frustrated that her child has been struggling to learn lists of
nonsense words in class. What is the purpose of this? Surely it would be better
to learn real words instead?

PHONEMES AND NONSENSE WORDS -WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE?

Phonemes and nonsense words aren't the same thing. Phonemes are the
smallest sounds that make up words - so in the word "cat", there's the /k/
sound, /a/ sound, and /t/ sound. If students learn phonemes, they can identify
words they've never seen before. Phonemes by themselves don't have
meaning, because they are parts of words; but they are different from nonsense
words like "moy" or "weem".

Nonsense words may be used to assess how well students have learned certain
phonemes and how they are blended, but they should not be memorized
because it is purposeless and can be used to help students pass tests, but hide
their weaknesses in phonological awareness and word decoding.

HOW NONSENSE WORDS ARE USED IN TESTS

Nonsense words are often used in reading assessments, such as the Dynamic
Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS), to evaluate a student'’s
decoding ability. Because these words are unfamiliar, they test whether a
student can apply phonetic rules without relying on memorized vocabulary. For
example, reading "“vop" correctly demonstrates that a student can blend the
sounds /v/, /o/, and /p/. This is particularly useful for identifying students with
dyslexia, who may compensate for poor decoding skills by memorizing
high-frequency words, masking their struggles with phonics.

So nonsense words are being used to "diagnose" phonemic weaknesses. They
can be used to see how well students have mastered phonemic patterns vs.
guesses based on memorization or visual cues.



THE MISTAKE OF MEMORIZING NONSENSE WORDS

Some intervention programs and teachers may mistakenly teach nonsense words
to students, but doing so defeats the purpose of using them in assessments.
Instead of seeing how well students have mastered phonetic rules, such tests
would only determine their memory for how a nonsense word would be
pronounced. It can give a false idea of a student's progress.

SLOW AND STEADY STRUCTURED INSTRUCTION INSTEAD

Instead of memorizing nonsense words, dyslexic students should work on
building up their phonological awareness and decoding fluency over time.
Structured literacy teaches common patterns that students will practice until
they learn to recognize word parts to the level of automaticity so that reading
becomes more fluent.

Some teachers may give parents
and students homework with
reading nonsense words aloud.
Generally, this is not
recommended and is controversial.

There are some school districts
subject to high stakes tests where
students read nonsense words
aloud. If they are confronted with
nonsense words for the first time
n these tests, it could cause a great deal of stress as well as lower scores than
would be expected based on their skills.

The worst case is to have teachers teaching students the nonsense words that
they will see on a DIBELS tests. It completely invalidates the tests - so no teacher
should do this. If this is happening in your student's class, then it's time to speak
up about it. For more information about this issue, check out this post by Timothy
Shanahand.


https://www.shanahanonliteracy.com/blog/what-doesnt-belong-here-on-teaching-nonsense-words
https://www.shanahanonliteracy.com/blog/what-doesnt-belong-here-on-teaching-nonsense-words
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TEXAS VOUCHERS

SCHOOL VOUCHERS
SIGNED INTO LAW
IN TEXAS

On May 3, 2025, Texas Governor Greg Abbott signed
into law Senate Bill 2, the Texas Education Freedom
Act, establishing the country's largest ESA or
Education Savings Account which will launch in the
2026-2027 school year.

It's a $1 billion initiative that allows families to use
public funds for private school tuition,
homeschooling, tutoring, textbooks, therapy, and
other educational expenses.Of particular note to

families with dyslexic students, up to $30,000 could be allotted to students with
disabilities. Dyslexia is considered a specific disability under law. For students
without disabilities, up to $10,330 per student annually could be allocated and
homeschoolers are allocated up to $2000 per year.

Public schools in Texas that have long been struggling to meet the demands of
Texas students. In 2018, the US Department of Education found that Texas had
violated federal law by denying students with disabilities (including dyslexia)
necessary special education services. A follow up in 2020 confirmed that many
dyslexic students were being denied services (more about this here).

The program has a $1 billion cap for the first two years, but is projected to
support 80,000 students. For dyslexic students, the extra money toward
education could increase the likelihood of receiving dyslexia-specific curricula
like multisensory Orton-Gillingham sequenced instruction and small group
instruction.


https://www.texastribune.org/2020/11/05/texas-schools-failing-special-education-students/
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/11/05/texas-schools-failing-special-education-students/

—Winston In College

Academic Support Anywhere
Transitioning to College? Struggling in College? We can help.

Winston in College offers virtual learning support services for adult
students with learning disabilities such as dyslexia, executive functioning
difficulties (ADHD), and nonverbal learning disorders (NVLD) who are
transitioning to or are currently enrolled in a college program.
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or contact admissions today!

Part of Winston Online and the Winston Preparatory School Network


http://bit.ly/3NHMT4l
http://bit.ly/3NHMT4l
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TEXAS VOUCHERS

Texas has a long history of prioritizing dyslexia identification and intervention,
but as with other state programs, implementation at the student level remains
stubbornly inconsistent with some students receiving excellent intervention
while others receiving little help.

Texas code requires screening and evaluation of students for dyslexia by
professionals trained in evidence-based assessments according to the

Texas Dyslexia Handbook (last updated in 2024). Multidisciplinary teams must
evaluate students for possible dyslexia and the teams must include a member
with expertise in reading, dyslexia, and related conditions. As might be expected,
with such significant financial stakes, some gridlock may occur for students who
have not yet been formally identified.

This legislation could be life changing for some students with dyslexia. With
access to what can be expensive curricula and tutoring support - either inside of
a school or outside of it, students can have their greatest challenges remediated,
access to much-needed technology, and yet also be provided with appropriate
intellectual challenge that may include gifted programming for some students.

The law requires private school students to take a nationally recognized
standardized test (it does not have to be the Texas STAAR test). No more than
20% of the voucher program can go to families making 500% or more of the
federal poverty limit, which is about $160,000 for a family of four.

Texas is the 18th state in the US to allow public funds to be used for private
schools. To see what laws your state has regarding school vouchers or tax refunds
to help with educational supports, see the listing ad EdChoice here.

School choice has been under consideration for 30 years in Texas, and critics of
the latest law are concerned with the impact the loss of money will have on
students in public schools, saying that poorer students will be disproportionately
affected.

Unfortunately, Texas cannot point to documented success in helping its students
become proficient in reading.


https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/texas-dyslexia-handbook.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/texas-dyslexia-handbook.pdf
https://www.texasassessment.gov/staar.html
https://www.texasassessment.gov/staar.html
https://www.edchoice.org/school-choice/dashboard/
https://www.edchoice.org/school-choice/dashboard/

Helping Children, Teens, Adults, and
Families Realize Their Potential

assessment | consultation | treatment

Summit Center specializes in helping
individuals with complex learning profiles and
differences -- including those who may be
gifted, and who might be both gifted and have
challenges (known as twice-exceptional or
2e). We provide formal evaluations of
strengths and challenges, and offer specific
strategies and recommendations to guide
growth and maximize potential.
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On the national tests known as the Nation's Report Card, Texas fared especially
poorly, with nearly 40% of Texas 8th graders scoring below the lowest level in
reading. It was also the worst performance of 4th graders scoring below the
lowest level in 20 years.

The downward trend in reading started before the pandemic and scores in
reading are even lower in 2024 than 2022.

From the report in Texas Public Radio:

"We are not seeing the progress we need to regain the ground our students
lost during the pandemic, and where we are seeing signs of recovery,
they're mostly in math and largely driven by higher performance students,”
said National Center for Education Statistics ComAmissioner Peggy Carr in
an embargoed call to reporters on Tuesday. “"Lower performing students are
struggling, especially in reading.”

There are significant worries facing public schools that could be facing
catastrophic losses of funds that could result in school closures; Texas has
already been experiencing severe teacher shortages. In the 2023-24 school
year, 60% of teacher hires were not certified (more here).

However, currently Texas spends $14,257 per student in K-12 schools. If
students and their families aren't seeing reading performance improve,
then trying a different approach that may include professional tutoring or
schools with dyslexia-specific programs, may help. The funds could also
help with assistive technology purchases that may help with remediation
and scaffolding as well as general support.

We'll keep you updated on developments in Texas, New Hampshire just
approved caps on their school choice programs (more here). Concerns have
been raised about people moving to the state to take advantage of the
education funds.



https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/
https://www.tpr.org/education/2025-01-29/texas-scores-poorly-on-the-nations-report-card-reading-scores-lowest-in-decades
https://www.tpr.org/education/2025-01-29/texas-scores-poorly-on-the-nations-report-card-reading-scores-lowest-in-decades
https://www.texastribune.org/2024/09/04/texas-uncertified-teachers-staff-shortages/
https://www.texastribune.org/2024/09/04/texas-uncertified-teachers-staff-shortages/
https://www.wmur.com/article/nh-house-education-freedom-accounts-5125/64648304
https://www.wmur.com/article/nh-house-education-freedom-accounts-5125/64648304

~Winston In College

Academic Support Anywhere

Transitioning to College? Struggling in College? We can help.

Winston in College offers virtual learning support services for adult
students with learning disabilities such as dyslexia, executive functioning
difficulties (ADHD), and nonverbal learning disorders (NVLD) who are
transitioning to or are currently enrolled in a college program.

e Learn More

or contact admissions today!

WO: winstonprep.edu/online
WiC: winstonprep.edu/winston-in-college | 646.970.3338
Part of Winston Online and the Winston Preparatory School Network
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https://neurolearning.com/mind-strengths-assessment/?utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter1
https://neurolearning.com/mind-strengths-assessment/?utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter1
https://www.winstonprep.edu/online/winston-in-college
https://www.winstonprep.edu/online/winston-in-college

BECOME A PREMIUM ppiechirris
SUBSCRIBER! PREMIUM MAGAZINE

and support this free newsletter

Articles in our May issue:

* Dyslexia and Speech

* Dyslexia and Al: Helpful Tools

* Middle School Multisensory Math: Marilyn Zecher
* App for Reading and Spelling Long Words

* Games and Other Structured Literacy Tech

INSPIRING. IMPACTING.
MAKING A DIFFERENCE!
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At Churchill Center & School, we empower students by giving
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churchillstl.org 314-997-4343



https://churchillstl.org
https://churchillstl.org
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https://www.dyslexicadvantage.org/shop/memberships/premium-membership/

NeuroLearning

Demystifying Dyslexia, Providing Direction!

Get screened today. Let the experts at Neurelearning help.

Our screener
vs. traditional
tests

Using state of the art technology, our screener
analyzes 600 data points derived from over 300
traditional test questions. This innovative approach
identifies challenges in four key brain processes
and four key reading skills to determine the overall
risk of dyslexia. l|
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daughter was finally diagnosed with dyslexia and
dysgraphia by a neuropsychologist. | highly
recommend it when people dsk about screening
options.

Having my children do the test and receiving a
comprehensive feedback in a way that |, a non
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recommendations and guidance for each of my
children has been a game changer in our
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Chef Jamie Oliver: Life in Education with Dyslexia

BBC

U2 Drummer and Kelly Clarkson Bond Over Having
Dyslexic Kids- Feel Like I'm Failing

People

A Brief History of Recorded Books - Dr Michael Ryan

Dyslexia Help U Michigan

Intervention Based on Science of Reading Also Helps
Math (Word Problems)

Science Daily

Shared Genes is Why ADHD, Dyslexia, Dyscalculia Occur
Together

PsyPost



https://www.dyslexicadvantage.org/shop/memberships/premium-membership/
https://www.dyslexicadvantage.org/shop/memberships/premium-membership/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2024/04/240429133537.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2024/04/240429133537.htm
https://dyslexiahelp.umich.edu/dyslexics/letter-from-dr-ryan/brief-history-recorded-books
https://dyslexiahelp.umich.edu/dyslexics/letter-from-dr-ryan/brief-history-recorded-books
https://www.psypost.org/shared-genes-explain-why-adhd-dyslexia-and-dyscalculia-often-occur-together-study-finds/
https://www.psypost.org/shared-genes-explain-why-adhd-dyslexia-and-dyscalculia-often-occur-together-study-finds/
https://people.com/kelly-clarkson-and-u2-drummer-larry-mullen-jr-bond-over-experience-of-having-dyslexic-kids-8779485
https://people.com/kelly-clarkson-and-u2-drummer-larry-mullen-jr-bond-over-experience-of-having-dyslexic-kids-8779485
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mec4eA8ouPA
https://youtu.be/Mec4eA8ouPA?si=khATCsPAozy0z1SI
https://youtu.be/Mec4eA8ouPA?si=khATCsPAozy0z1SI
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San Francisco Bay Area 325-838-7500
Los Angeles Area 310-4 F2-6505
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INSPIRING STUDENTS SINCE 1978

Churchill’s proven methods and well-trained faculty change the lives of
children who struggle with dyslexia, ADHD and other language-based
learning disabilities.

At Churchill, we always remember that our success is measured not by how
many students we impact, but by the impact we have on any one student!

LEARN MORE! Contact Director of Enrollment Management Susan Howison.
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National Leader in Learning Disabilities
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"I genuinely think that when someone says to you, "Johnny'’s
got dyslexia”, you should get down on your knees, shake the
child’s hand and say, "Well done, you lucky, lucky boy.”
[Long-term success is] about finding something that you're
good at...| just see the problems differently and | obsess about
things differently.” - Jamie Oliver
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